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Apichatpong ‘Joe’ Weerasethakul
Apichatpong Weerasethakul (who is often referred to in the West simply as ‘Joe’) has established himself as one of the most exciting talents in world cinema today. With still only a relatively small body of work to his credit, this young director, screenwriter, installation artist and producer is already the most widely shown Thai artist of his generation. To coincide with the Special Release of his fifth feature, Syndromes and a Century (2006), BFI Southbank presents a retrospective of his films. 

Apichatpong was born in Bangkok in 1970 and trained as an architect before studying film-making at the Art Institute of Chicago. Working independently and outside of the strict regulations of the Thai film studio system, he began making avant-garde shorts in 1994, as seen in the programme Malee and the Boy…and other shorts. His feature debut Mysterious Object at Noon (2000) came next: the film is an experimental mix of documentary and fiction in rural Thailand. His sensual romance, Blissfully Yours (2002), was awarded the Prix Un Certain Regard in Cannes and received widespread critical praise for its sumptuous visuals and playful unconventional narrative. The Adventure of Iron Pussy (2003), about a secret agent who cross-dresses as a housemaid, is Apichatpong’s most elaborate homage to Thai pop culture. Tropical Malady (2004), an intense and haunting love story, won the Grand Jury prize in Cannes among many other awards. Syndromes and a Century is inspired by Apichatpong’s memories of his parents, both doctors, and of growing up in a hospital environment. Mesmerisingly beautiful to look at it is also laced with wonderful absurd humour.

www.bfi.org.uk/apichatpong

Film listings

Mysterious Object at Noon (Dokfar Nai Meu Marn)

Thailand 2000.With Duangjai Hiransri, Kongkeirt Komsiri. 83min. EST

Joe’s debut feature is a kind-of documentary which travels through rural Thailand playing the surrealist game of ‘exquisite corpse’: randomly encountered people are invited to add twists, turns and transformation to the story of Dokfar, nurse to a paraplegic boy and later ‘mother’ to a star-child. Part social reportage, part homage to retro Thai pop culture, fascinating throughout.

Fri 21 Sep 20:40, Sun 23 Sep 18:10

Blissfully Yours (Sud Sanaeha)
Thailand 2002.With Kanokporn Tongaram, Min Oo. 122min. EST

Roong takes her Burmese lover Min to the forest for a picnic and al-fresco lovemaking; not far off is the jealous Orn, hired to get official papers for Min, who has been abandoned by her own lover. Flawed characters live for the moment in a pristine Eden; it’s like a manifesto for a new cinema. Languorous, sexy and, yes, blissful.

Sat 22 Sep 18:00, Sat 29 Sep 13:30

The Adventure of Iron Pussy (Huajai Toranong)

Thailand 2003. Co-dir Michael Shaowanasai. With Michael Shaowanasai, Krissada Terrence. 90min. EST

Iron Pussy (think Modesty Blaise via Madame Tussauds) was created by Thai-American performance artist Shaowanasai. The character’s feature debut is a ditzy parody of a thriller: Iron Pussy goes undercover as a housemaid to bust a drug ring, exposing the treachery and depravity of the ruling class in the process. Joe’s most elaborate homage to Thai pop culture.

Sun 23 Sep 15:50, Sat 29 Sep 18:10

Tropical Malady (Sud Pralad)
Thailand 2004.With Sakda Kaewbuadee, Banlop Lomnoi. 118min. EST

Joe’s intensely personal ‘memoir of love and darkness’ might be two films in one. First, an uncomplicated love story between a soldier and a country boy. Then its shadow (or maybe its continuation?), the soldier’s hunt through virgin jungle for a man-beast which has  been attacking local cattle. An intense, hallucinatory account of a universal ‘malady’.

Sat 29 Sep 20:40, Sun 30 Sep 20:30
Syndromes and a Century (Sang Sattawat)

Thailand 2006. With Nantarat Sawaddikul, Jaruchai Iamaram, Sakda Kaewbuadee. 105min. EST

Joe’s haunting new feature sketches moments from the lives of two doctors. The incidents are often amusing, but the film’s cumulative power to mesmerise is out of all proportion with what happens. In a country hospital, Toey has a typically busy day but finds herself preoccupied by her near-romantic encounter with an orchid collector; her passion is echoed by a dentist’s feelings for his patient, a Buddhist monk. In a high-tech urban hospital, newly hired ex-army doctor Nohng explores the premises, meeting colleagues and patients. Joe says that the two main characters are based on his parents, before they began dating, but this is not a piece of imagined family history. The two halves echo each other in various ways, producing a film that’s part hall of mirrors and part reflection on time, memory, place and the attraction of opposites.

Fri 21 Sep 14:30, 18:10, 20:30 Sat 22 Sep 16:00, 18:30, 20:45 Sun 23 Sep 16:15, 18:30, 20:45 Mon 24 Sep 18:30, 20:45 Tue 25 Sep 18:30, 20:45 Wed 26 Sep 18:30, 20:45 Thu 27 Sep 18:10, 20:30 Fri 28 Sep 14:00, 18:30, 20:45 Sat 29 Sep 15:50, 18:15, 20:30 Sun 30 Sep 15:40, 18:30, 20:45 Continues in October

Malee and the Boy... and other shorts

Joe’s short films and videos reveal the structuring ideas at the core of his art more clearly than the features. He typically takes intimate, home-movie-type footage and overlays it with unrelated sound (a phone-call, a bedroom converation, a radio play) to produce a weirdly bifurcated experience... which nonetheless acquires an organic integrity of its own.

Sat 22 Sep 20:30, Sun 30 Sep 16:00

- Ends -

Press contact: Colette Geraghty, 020 7957 8919 colette.geraghty@bfi.org.uk
NOTES FOR EDITORS 

Please note our venue is now known as BFI Southbank. Please direct all listings information to the new venue’s name.

There’s more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned archival collections, cinemas, festivals, films, publications and learning resources are here to inspire you.

Booking information

The BFI Southbank is open to all. BFI members are entitled to a discount on all tickets. BFI Southbank Box Office tel: 020 7928 3232. Unless otherwise stated tickets are £8.60, concs. £6.25. Members pay £1 less on any ticket. Website www.bfi.org.uk/southbank
*** PICTURE DESK ALERT ***

A selection of images for journalistic use in promoting BFI Southbank 

screenings can be found at www.image.net under

BFI / BFI Southbank / September 2007 / Apichatpong Weerasethakul

If further images are required contact BFI Stills, Posters & Designs.

For information and prices e-mail stills.films@bfi.org.uk or phone 020 7957 4797
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