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Theorem (Teorema)

A film by Pier Paolo Pasolini
Terence Stamp, Massimo Girotti, Silvana Mangano, Laura Betti

Released on DVD for the first time in the UK, the BFI presents Pasolini’s Theorem
complete and uncut in a new high-definition digital transfer with restored
picture and sound. It is accompanied by a new interview with Terence Stamp,
and a feature commentary.

A handsome, enigmatic stranger (Terence Stamp) arrives at a bourgeois
household in Milan and successively seduces the son, the mother, the daughter
and the father, not forgetting the maid. Then, as abruptly and mysteriously as he
arrived, he departs. Unable to endure the void left in their lives, the father
(Massimo Girotti) hands over his factory to the workers, the son (Andrés José
Cruz) abandons his vocation as a painter, the mother (Silvana Mangano)
abandons herself to random sexual encounters, and the daughter sinks into
catatonia. The maid (Laura Betti, winner Best Actress, Venice 1968), however,
becomes a saint.

In this cool, richly complex and provocative political allegory, Pasolini uses his
schematic plot to explore family dynamics, the intersection of class and sex, and
the nature of different sexualities. After winning a prize at the Venice Festival,
Theorem was subsequently banned on an obscenity charge, but Pasolini later won
an acquittal on grounds of the film’s ‘high artistic value’.

A visually ravishing film, with superb performances from all the cast, it also has
a brilliantly eclectic soundtrack — with music ranging from Mozart and Morricone
to the natural sound of chirping birds.

Extras
e Feature commentary by Italian film expert Robert Gordon
e Exclusive filmed interviewed with Terence Stamp

The DVD also contains a fully illustrated 14-page booklet including an essay by
Italian film expert Geoffrey Nowell-Smith, review by Philip Strick from 1969 and
biographies of Pasolini and Stamp.

Release date: 24 September 2007

RRP £19.99 / cat. no. BFIVD741 / cert 15
Italy / 1968 / colour, black and white / Italian with optional English subtitles /
94 mins / ratio 1.85:1 (16x9 anamorphic)
This disc contains optional subtitles for the hearing-impaired on all items
BFI DVDs are available from the Filmstore at BFI Southbank, London SE1
(Tel: 020 7815 1350), all good retailers or online at www.bfi.org.uk/dvd
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About the BFI

There's more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned
archive, cinemas, festivals, films, publications and learning resources are here to inspire
you. To find out more go to www.bfi.org.uk




