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12-year-old wins  

London in Motion film competition  
 

 
 
Pic caption L-R: London in motion judge actor NICK HOULT; winner TOM CLEARY; judge actor/writer DANIEL 
KALUUYA; and JAMES PEARSON, Artistic Director of Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club. 
 
The BFI Jazz and Film Weekender (12-14 June) was a huge success, with hundreds of people flocking to BFI 
Southbank to enjoy a weekend of film, jazz and fun. 
 



One of the many highlights of the weekend was the announcement of the winners of the national London in Motion 
film competition for young people, an exciting venture run by the BFI in partnership with the Mayor of London as 
part of the Story of London campaign. 
 
A 12-year-old boy from London, Tom Cleary, was announced as overall winner of the competition at the award 
ceremony on Saturday evening. Tom’s film, Slow Down, used timelapse photography to show a boy walking very 
slowly through the hustle and bustle of London’s South Bank. 
 
Hosted by Iyare Igiehon, popular breakfast DJ with BBC Six Music radio station, the ceremony saw celebrity 
judges giving prizes out to the country’s most promising young film-makers. 
  
Celebrity judges who attended the event on the evening of Saturday 13 June were actor Nicholas Hoult (who 
played Tony Stonem in E4 teen drama Skins and recently made his West End debut in the stage adaptation of 
William Sutcliffe’s novel New Boy); and young actor/writer Daniel Kaluuya (Kenneth and episode writer in E4 
teen drama Skins, and Barclay in the Easter Doctor Who special Planet of the Dead).  
 
The film competition was open to budding film-makers around the country aged 11-18, who were invited to enter a 
three-minute film that captured the spirit and character of London as a vibrant city in perpetual motion. The 
standard of entries was extremely high, and the films were judged by a panel of celebrities from the worlds of film 
and music, including Sally Greene, OBE, Ronnie Scott’s jazz club proprietor and Chief Executive of London’s Old 
Vic Theatre; legendary jazz musician and composer Sir John Dankworth, CBE; and Nicholas Hoult, Daniel 
Kaluuya and Thomas Turgoose. 
 
Joining winner Tom Cleary at the award ceremony were the other top finalists: Vicky Smith (17) and Perry Kinsey 
(16), from Somerset; Ben Cade (18), from Ipswich, Suffolk; Billy Gordon-Orr (17) and Daniel Rands (17), from 
London; and Laura Stratford (16), from London. 
 
The five films made by these top finalists were shown at BFI Southbank; and Tom Cleary’s winning film, Slow 
Down, was accompanied live by the Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Band, who performed a new soundtrack scored and 
recorded by Ronnie Scott's Artistic Director, James Pearson. This film will also receive BFI support to enter into 
short film and young people’s film festivals, and a copy of the film will also be placed for posterity in the BFI 
National Archive, joining hundreds of thousands of other titles that make up Britain’s rich screen heritage. 
 
Overall competition winner Tom Cleary said: “This is incredible. The music on the soundtrack James Pearson 
composed was amazing. I’d love to keep going with film-making and to take it to a semi-professional level.” 
 
Competition judge, actor Nick Hoult said: “The standards in London in Motion were fantastic. You can see Tom is 
going to be a great director of his generation, and all of these guys did so well. It’s great that their talents are being 
encouraged, because it’s so difficult to get into film-making.” 
 
Gail Cohen, BFI Director of Marketing, said: “It’s been so great to see young people around the country 
showcasing their talents and engaging with film. This venture was part of the BFI Future Film Institute – a 
programme of films and events put together by young people, for young people.” 
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For further information contact:  
Erica Roberts 
Tel: 020 7957 4729 or email: erica.roberts@bfi.org.uk 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About the BFI 
There's more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned archive, cinemas, festivals, films, 
publications and learning resources are here to inspire you. 
www.bfi.org.uk  
 
About the BFI National Archive 
The BFI National Archive The BFI National Archive is the world's most significant collection of moving image material. It 
contains more than 230,000 films (features, shorts and documentaries) and more than 675,000 television programmes. The 
collection also contains internationally renowned holdings of posters, stills and designs along with the papers of major 
directors. 
  
The collection is made available through public screenings at festivals and cinemas throughout the UK including regular 
screenings at BFI Southbank, alongside video and DVD releases, and online through the BFI's unique education resource, 
Screenonline (www.screenonline.org.uk). 
 
The BFI National Archive houses the world’s largest collection of moving images of London. 
 
About Story of London 
 
The Story of London is organised by the Greater London Authority in partnership with a host of organisations across the 
capital. It is a month-long celebration of the city's past, present and future and takes place throughout the whole of June 2009. 
Aimed at tourists and Londoners alike, there will be events and activities in every borough. Media enquiries should be directed 
to Ben McKnight at the GLA on 020 7983 4071, or email communitydesk@london.gov.uk. Public information can be found at 
www.london.gov.uk/storyoflondon. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
About Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club 
 

Ronnie Scott’s is one of the oldest jazz clubs in the world, with a rich history.  Since opening in 1959 it has established itself 
globally as the premiere jazz venue and has hosted numerous iconic performances over the years - from Ella Fitzgerald, Miles 
Davis, Dizzy Gillespie and Tony Bennett to Jeff Beck, Jamie Cullum, Michael Buble and Van Morrison.   Since the club’s 
refurbishment in 2006 it remains the UK’s top live jazz venue and has one of the most intimate and distinctive settings in 
London.  A relatively new addition is an upstairs bar which recreates the relaxed vibe of the 50s speakeasy.   This year 
celebrates the 50th Anniversary of the club, with a number of exciting events and special performances happening throughout 
the year. 

Ronnie Scott’s, 47 Frith Street, Soho, London W1.  Tel: 0207 439 0747; www.ronniescotts.co.uk.  

 

For press information on Ronnie Scott’s please contact The Outside Organisation: 

Debora Cunha – debora.cunha@outside-org.co.uk – 0207 436 3633 

Stuart Bell – stuart.bell@outside-org.co.uk – 0207 436 3633 

 
 



 
 
 
 


