Disabling newspaper headlines

Although, in 1988, the National Union of
Journalists issued guidance on how to write and
not write about disabled people as part of its
Campaign for Real People, negative portrayal
persists. The guidance argued that stereotypes of
disabled people are insulting and identified the
most common stereotypes used to describe
disabled people: courageous, brave, pitiable,
pathetic, helpless, tragic victim, recipient of charity,
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eternally grateful, abnormal, sufferer, searching for
a cure, asexual.

Below are some headlines found in newspapers.
¢ What stereotypes can you identify in these
headlines?
e Get your local paper and find examples.

¢ Write to the editor complaining about the use
of stereotypes.
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