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Attack the Block (dir. Joe Cornish 2011) 
Lesson by Fabienne Crocket, Teach First 

 
Citizenship/Media Studies, 
Key Stage 4 
 
This lesson focuses on interpretation and evaluation skills, and encourages 
students to approach two types of media with criticality. First students will 
discuss the problems surrounding how the media portrays young people. The 
core of the lesson will focus on a discussion around how young people are 
portrayed in Joe Cornish’s Attack the Block and how he attempts to unravel some 
of these stereotypes through humour, and by providing his protagonists with a 
back story. Students will discuss whether the medium of film allows the director 
to give a more nuanced depiction of young people.  
If possible, the class should watch the film in its entirety and then focus on two 
clips. If this is not possible, then watching the two clips will suffice.  
 
Lesson Objectives 
 

• To reflect on how young people are portrayed 
in the media 

• To investigate if Attack the Block is successful 
in challenging stereotypes about young 
people  

 
Curriculum links 
 

• How the media portrays young people 
• How the media influences and informs the 

public 
• Interpreting different forms of media 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will need… 
 
Trailer  
• Tabloid headline 

(provided) 
 
Main Attraction 
• Attack the Block 

DVD  
 
End Credits:  
• Computer (if 

possible), blog 
template (provided) 
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Activities 
 
TRAILER: Are UK teens monsters? 
 
In groups, students are given a tabloid headline (provided below) and are asked 
to discuss the following questions (these questions could be divided up to allow 
for differentiation): 
 

• Which group of society is this headline referring to? 
• Are there any stereotypes being used? 
• Do you have any criticisms of this headline? 
• Do you have any questions about this headline? 
• Why do you think the newspaper has used this headline? 
• How does this headline make you feel? 

 
Segue into a class brainstorm/discussion about how the media portrays young 
people. This discussion could be extended to include students’ own experiences 
and feelings on this topic. Adjectives/key phrases can be written up on board to 
remind students of the discussion when they are writing up their blogs later in 
lesson.  
 
MAIN ATTRACTION: Attacking stereotypes? 
 
Watch the opening of Attack the Block. Students 
should then consider how the young people are 
being portrayed:  
 

• Which stereotypes are being used?  
• How are these stereotypes demonstrated? 

 
Watch the second clip (c. 36:00 – 42:00 min), where 
Sam fixes Pest’s leg.  Discuss this time how the 
director has challenged the stereotypes he set up at 
the beginning of the film. 
 
The following categories can be used as prompts: 
 

• Language 
• Characterisation  
• Humour 
• Setting 

Have a look at this 
interview The Invasion 
of Art: Attack the Block 
with the director and 
cast, produced by 
current affairs site The 
Platform. In it the 
director provides an 
insight into the 
director’s motivation 
about challenging 
stereotypes and 
providing a back story 
(c. 2:13 – 4:22). See 
https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=l4wB-
Ir9bxw. 
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• Plot 
 
Class vote: Is Attack the Block successful in challenging stereotypes about young 
people? Students must write their answer on a post-it note with one reason. 
These notes are stuck on the board on either the YES side or the NO side.  
 
Pointers for discussion: 
 
Yes it is successful 

• Protagonists are given a back-story.  Cornish emphasises how young Moses 
is near the end when we see his Spiderman duvet.  Also we see that some 
of them have complicated home lives.  

• Protagonists develop as people.  They are not wholly good or bad, but 
develop throughout the film.  

• Protagonists are intelligent and witty  
• Protagonists are committed to protecting their community and will risk 

their own life to do so 
 

No it is not successful 
• Perpetuates the stereotype of postcode wars – protagonists are overly 

protective of one area – they only help Sam when they know she lives on 
their block.  

• Perpetuates stereotype that all inner-city young people take drugs ’  
 
A structure is suggested below, but the class could also collaboratively create 
their own structure.  
 
END CREDITS: Blog post 
 
Students write a blog post (see template below), 
reviewing the film and investigating the question 
of how successfully the director attempts to 
deconstruct stereotypes of young people.  
 

PLENARY: EXIT 
CARD 
 
In order to leave, 
students must answer 
the question ‘What do 
you think the media 
could do to make 
representation of 
young people more 
accurate?’ 
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Extras 
 
Read 
‘SXSW2011: Joe Cornish on aliens, hoodies and Attack the Block’ by Catherine 
Shoard, The Guardian, 14 March 20011. 
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/2011/mar/14/sxsw-2011-attack-the-block-
joe-cornish. 
‘Representation of black crime in Attack the Block’ by Laura Marie Scott, Feed 
Me Films blog, 26 February 2012. 
http://feedmefilms.co.uk/2012/02/26/representations-of-black-crime-in-attack-
the-block-2011/. 
The Body Snatchers by Jack Finney (1955) 
The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells (1897) 
 
Watch 
Village of the Damned (Wolf Rilla, 1960) 
Children of the Damned (Anton M. Leader, 1964) 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers (Don Siegel, 1956) 
Dr. Who and the Daleks (Gordon Flemyng, 1965) 
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UK TEENS 
WORST 
BEHAVED 
IN 
EUROPE Daily Mail, 26 July 2007 
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Blog Post Template 
 

Introduction 
• What is Attack the Block about? 
• What genre is it? 
• Who made it and who stars in it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
• What problems are there in terms of how the media generally portrays young 

people? 
• Are there any examples that show this? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does the film attempt to challenge stereotypes about young people? 
• How are the characters developed? 
• How is humour used? 
• How is the setting of the estate used? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion  
• Do you think the film is successful in challenging stereotypes? Explain your 

opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


