
 
 

BFI APPOINTS LEIGH ADAMS  

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS 

 

LONDON – Thursday 15 March 2018: The BFI today announces that Leigh Adams has been 

appointed its new Director of Education and Skills. Developing and implementing the 

strategic ambitions of BFI2022, Leigh will be responsible for the BFI’s nationwide film 

education and skills strategy, demonstrating the educational and cultural importance of the 

art of film and its role inspiring the next generation of a creative workforce.  

 

Bringing to the BFI over 20 years of experience in secondary education, largely in leadership 

roles, Leigh was most recently Head Teacher at Costello School, Basingstoke. With a 

specialism in media studies, he has shaped and delivered the media diploma in two schools, 

led on a successful bid to become a SSAT Media school, revitalised Adult Learning provision, 

leveraged many positive partnerships with the media industry and higher education 

providers, managed high level stakeholder engagement and translated national policy into 

regional and local delivery.  

 

The BFI is a world leader in education, learning and training for film and the moving image 

and Leigh will continue to forge partnerships with UK-wide and international education 

organisations, cultural venues and digital platforms. Leigh’s remit includes managing BFI 

Education’s UK Learning programmes, including the offer at BFI Southbank and the hugely 

successful BFI Film Academy, which provides opportunities and training for 16–19 year olds. 

He will oversee funded partners including Into Film, which works with thousands of UK 

schools reaching over one million 5-19 year olds and develop with them a manifesto for film 

in the classroom. Leigh will also manage the delivery of the recently announced UK Film 

Skills Strategy with Creative Skillset. Reporting to CEO Amanda Nevill, he will manage a team 

of 13.  

 

Leigh Adams said: “I am delighted to join the BFI to help deliver its ambitious BFI2022 

strategy, which focusses on celebrating and documenting our diversity, culture and heritage 

through increased access and inclusivity. The UK film industry is in rude health and I am 

excited to be entrusted with a key role in developing and leading the delivery of the next 

generation of educational and skills provision. It is paramount that there is continued 

exponential growth in the number of opportunities for all young people to engage both as 



 
the audience and workforce. This challenge is central to my new role and I am excited to 

work with the established existing team to achieve”. 

 

Amanda Nevill, CEO of the BFI, said: “Leigh brings valuable experience of the education 

sector to the BFI, coupled with a successful track record of leading large scale and ambitious 

changes to the schools he has worked in. I look forward to him driving forward our vital and 

wide ranging film education and skills portfolio, ensuring opportunities to enjoy film are 

open to everyone across the UK – whether that is watching films, developing skills or forging 

a career in the screen sector.” 

 

For further information contact: 

Judy Wells, Head of Press and PR, BFI  

020 957 8919 / 07984 180 501 / judy.wells@bfi.org.uk    

 

Colette Geraghty, PR Advisor, Industry & Corporate, BFI  

020 7173 3256 / 07957 864 362 / colette.geraghty@bfi.org.uk  

 

Tina McFarling, Corporate, Partnerships and Industry PR Advisor, BFI  

07879 421 578 / tina.mcfarling@bfi.org.uk  

 
About the BFI  

The BFI is the lead body for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment 
in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of UK and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future 
generations  

 Championing emerging and world class filmmakers in the UK - investing in creative, 
distinctive and entertaining work  

 Promoting UK film and talent to the world   

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 
 
The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for film. The BFI serves a 
public role which covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects of film in the UK. It delivers this 
role: 

 As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government 

 By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK 

 By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK 
 
Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. 
 
The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Josh Berger CBE. 
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