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1. Key Points

T

In the January-September of 2016 (Q1-Q3) 219 films received final certification
with a UK spend of £813 million and a total budget of £1,344 million. UK spend
was 61% of total budget.

Of these 214 films were certified under the cultural test (UK spend of £802
million, total budget of £1,318 million) and five films were official co-
productions (UK spend £22 million and total budget of £65 million)

In the last 12 months, October 2015-September 2016, 292 films received final
certification, with a UK spend of £1,116 million and a total budget of £1,945
million.

A total of 63 high-end television programmes received final certification under
the cultural test in Q1-Q3 2016, with a UK spend of £524 million and a total
budget was £595 million. UK spend was 88% of total budget.

Since October 2015, 77 high-end television programmes have received final
certification, all under the cultural test, with a UK spend of £631 million and a
total budget of £732 million.

There were 24 animation programmes with final certification under the
cultural test, in Q1-Q3 2016 with a UK spend of £26 million and total budget of
£40 million. UK spend was 66% of total budget.

Since October 2015, 46 animation programmes have received final certification,
all under the cultural test, with a UK spend of £53 million and a total budget of
£74 million.

A total of 30 children’s television programmes received final certification under
the cultural test in Q1-Q3 2016, with a UK spend of £19.5 and a total budget of
£19.9 million. UK spend was just under 98% of total budget.

In Q1-Q3 2016, 128 video games received final certification with an UK/EEA
spend of £141 million and a total budget of £158 million. UK/EEA spend was 89%
of total budget.

In the last 12 months, 167 video games received final certification with an
UK/EEA spend £253 million and a total budget of £350 million. UK/EEA spend
was 72% of total budget.



2. Feature film certification
2.1 Certification - numbers of applications and values

2.1.1 Final certifications

A total of 219 films received final certification in January-September (Q1-Q3) 2016, up
from 180 in Q1-Q3 2015. The majority, 214, were cultural test films and the remaining
five films were certified as co-productions (Table 1 and Figures 1 and 2).

The total UK spend and budget of films with final certification in Q1-Q3 2016 was £824
million and £1,383 million respectively. UK spend as a percentage of budget was 60%.
The majority of the UK spend and budget were from films certified under the cultural
test; UK spend at £802 million was 61% of budget (58% of total budget for all films) and
the total budget for cultural test films, at £1,318 million was 95% of total budget for all
films. Note that these data are for final certifications, so include films produced over
the previous one to three years.! Cultural test films include high budget inward
investment films as well as low budget UK films, so the aggregate budget is influenced
by the number and timing of inward investment UK/USA productions. Co-production
films had a much smaller UK spend and budget at £22 million and £65 million
respectively, an increase from £20 million and £57million in Q1-Q3 2015.

! The latest production statistics are published separately in Film and other screen sector production in the UK, January-
September 2016.



Table 1: Final certifications for film, Q1-Q3 2007 to Q1-Q3 2016

Q1-Q3
Type of certification 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Cultural test
Number 73 71 107 129 158 144 133 173 171 214
UK spend £m 194.9 256.2 273.4 709.7 1,267.9 548.6 531.0 772.2 677.8 802.5
Total budget £m 270.2 405.4 369.3 831.8 1,731.2 752.4 678.3 1,196.4 9114 1,318.0
UK spend as % of total
budget 72.1 63.2 74.0 85.3 73.2 72.9 78.3 64.5 74.4 60.9
Co-production
Number 53 3 6 14 12 10 9 11 9 5
UK spend £m 119.6 9.9 20.2 43.7 47.3 28.4 13.7 35.8 20.1 21.9
Total budget £m 348.7 14.1 44.7 101.4 77.8 43.4 35.2 54.2 56.6 65.1
UK spend as % of total
budget 34.3 70.1 45.3 43.1 60.7 65.5 38.8 66.0 35.5 33.6
All types
Number 126 74 113 143 170 154 142 184 180 219
UK spend £m 314.5 266.1 293.7 753.4 1,315.1 577.0 544.7 808.0 698.0 824.3
Total budget £m 618.9 419.5 413.9 933.2 1,809.0 795.8 713.5 1,250.7 968.0 1,383.1
UK spend as % of total
budget 50.8 63.4 70.9 80.7 72.7 72.5 76.3 64.6 72.1 59.6

Source: BFI

‘Total Budget’ in the case of cultural test films is the sum of production activity in the UK and production activity outside the UK; in the case of co-productions it is the sum

of investments made by all participating countries in the film.

Q1-Q3 is the first nine months of the year, i.e. 1 January to 30 September.



Figure 1 Number of final certifications for film, Q1-Q3 2007- Q1-Q3 2016
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Figure 2 UK spend and total budget of final certifications for film, Q1-Q3 2007- Q1-
Q3 2016
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‘Total Budget’ in the case of cultural test films is the sum of production activity in the UK and production
activity outside the UK; in the case of co-production it is the sum of investments made by all
participating countries in the film.



This release looks at UK spend, total budget and the number of films certified as
British in a rolling year highlighting the changes in the number of applications, UK
spend and total budget in 12 month periods, from October 2007. Rolling year data give
a broader representation of certification trends. In this release the rolling year period
covered is October 2007-September 2008 to October 2015- September 2016.

The number of final certifications has increased rolling year on rolling year since
October 2007, except in October 2011-September 2012 where there was a decrease
from 216 to 187 films. The last 12 months (October 2015-September 2016) saw the
highest number of films with final certification at 292 (Table 2 and Figures 3 and 4).

Overall, there has been a fluctuating trend for UK spend and budget over the period,
with budget being over £2 billion in October 2010-September 2011 and October 2013-
September 2014 and just under £2 billion in October 2015-September 2016 (third
highest of the time period). UK spend peaked in October 2010-September 2011 and
October 2013-September 2014 at £1.5 billion and £1.4 billion respectively. These years
saw a higher than usual number of UK studio-backed and independent films receive
final certification, such as Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Parts 1 & 2, London
Boulevard, Maleficent, The Counselor, Cinderella and SPECTRE.

The number of films receiving final certification under the cultural test in October
2015-September 2016 was 281, with a UK spend of £1,085 million and a total budget of
£1,852 million (budget was the third highest in the time period). Similar to all final
certifications, October 2010-September 2011 (UK spend at £1,412 million and budget at
£1,901 million) October 2013-September 2014 (UK spend at £1,282 million and budget
at £1,871 million) and October 2015-September 2016 had the highest budgets of the
period.

October 2015-September 2016 saw 11 official co-productions receive final certification,
with a UK spend of £31 million and budget of £93 million, both an increase on the
previous 12 month period, where UK spend was £24 million and budget was £71
million. The number of co-productions, UK spend and total budget has fluctuated over
the time period, with the number of co-production peaking at 19 in October 2013-
September 2014. That year also had the highest UK spend and budget at £87 million
and £132 million respectively.



Table 2 Final certifications for film, rolling year, from October 2007 to September 2016

Oct 2007- Oct2008- Oct2009- Oct2010- Oct2011- Oct2012- Oct2013- Oct2014- Oct2015-

Type of certification Sept 2008 Sept 2009 Sept 2010 Sept2011 Sept 2012 Sept2013 Sept 2014 Sept 2015 Sept 2016
Cultural Test
Number 96 133 166 199 175 176 222 237 281
UK spend £m 503.7 605.7 859.2 1,411.9 759.2 816.6 1,282.4 1,158.6 1,084.5
Total budget £m 696.6 899.0 1,067.3 1,901.1 1,139.5 1,095.6 1,871.4 1,571.1 1,851.5
UK spend as a % of total
budget 72.3 67.4 80.5 74.3 66.6 74.5 68.5 73.7 58.6

Co-production

Number 6 11 16 17 12 12 19 13 11
UK spend £m 13.4 45.7 45.0 54.9 36.2 29.6 87.4 24.3 314
Total budget £m 221 79.1 104.8 113.8 96.9 65.3 131.7 70.6 93.0
UK spend as a % of total budget 60.8 57.8 43.0 48.2 37.3 45.2 66.4 34.4 33.8
All Types

Number 102 144 182 216 187 188 241 250 292
UK spend £m 517.1 651.4 904.3 1,466.8 795.3 846.2 1,369.8 1,182.9 1,116.0
Total budget £m 718.7 978.1 1,172.1 2,014.9 1,236.5 1,160.9 2,003.1 1,641.7 1,944.5
UK spend as a % of total budget 72.0 66.6 77.2 72.8 64.3 72.9 68.4 72.1 57.4

Source: BFI

‘Total Budget’ in the case of cultural test films is the sum of production activity in the UK and production activity outside the UK; in the case of co-
production it is the sum of investments made by all participating countries in the film.



Figure 3 Number of final certifications for film, rolling year, October 2007 to
September 2016
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Figure 4 UK spend and total budget of final certifications for film, rolling year,
October 2007 to September 2016
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‘Total Budget’ in the case of cultural test films is the sum of production activity in the UK and production
activity outside the UK; in the case of co-production it is the sum of investments made by all
participating countries in the film.

2.1.2 Interim certifications

Interim certifications give an indication of the future level of official UK film
production. Table 3 shows the number of film with interim certification in Q1-Q3
2007- Q1-Q3 2016, and the respective UK spend and total budget. The number of
interim-certified films was the second highest of the time period in Q1-Q3 2016 at 207.
The number of cultural test films was also second highest of the period at 190 and the
number of co-productions was at its highest at 17 films.

The expected UK spend of interim-certified films was £1,014 million and total budget
was £1,609 million, both the second



