
 

Documentary 
 
 
 
 
 

’36 to ’77 
Dir Marc Karlin, Jon Sanders, James Scott, Humphrey Trevelyan 
1978 / col / 85 mins 
This classic piece of political filmmaking by the Berwick Street Film Collective is a portrait of a cleaner, 
Myrtle Wardally, who was born in Grenada in 1936. The film is made up of recollections from her past 
and moments from her present. 
 
 

64 Day Hero: A Boxer’s Tale 
Dir Franco Rosso 
1985 / col / 92 mins 
BLACK 
Examining the tragic life of Randolph Turpin, ‘The Leamington Licker’, who, at 23, defeated Sugar Ray 
Robinson in 1951 to become middleweight champion of the world - for just 64 days. Following his 
decline into scandal, bankruptcy and humiliation, Turpin shot himself in May 1966, after attempting to 
kill his baby daughter. Like a latter-day Philip Marlowe, Gordon Williams (author of Straw Dogs) 
investigates the puzzle through an excellent range of archive clips and interviews. A fascinating insight, 
not merely into the world of professional boxing, but into the social, sexual and racial attitudes of 
British society in the Fifties. 
 
 

Abortion (An Egg Is Not A Chicken) 
Dir Newsreel Collective 
1975 / b&w / 25 mins 
Using interviews, documentation and photo montage, the film details the activities of the National 
Abortion Campaign for free abortion. It also places the campaign in the context of a number of issues 
central to women - housing, nurseries, equal pay and child allowances. 
 
 

L'Année 71 
Dir Giovanni Gnecchi-Ruscone 
1975 / col / 17 mins 
An exploration of the conflicting attitudes towards development in the Seychelles. 
 
 

The Art of Lotte Reiniger 
Dir John Isaacs 
1970 / col/b&w / 16 mins 



In this short documentary Reiniger demonstrates the way she cut out, constructed and filmed a 
silhouette character and how she developed the use of coloured gelatines for backgrounds. The film 
includes extracts from Papageno, The Adventures of Prince Achmed and The Star of Bethlehem. 
 
 

Before Hindsight 
Dir Jonathan Lewis, 
Scr Jonathan Lewis, Elizabeth Taylor-Mead 
1977 / col/b&w / 78 mins 
Before Hindsight is an examination of the editorial positions taken by the non-fiction British cinema of 
the Thirties towards the rise of Nazism and Fascism and the events which led to the outbreak of the 
Second World War. The film draws on newsreels, cinema documentaries and rare left-wing newsreels 
from the Thirties, and concludes that the public was fed an extremely biased view of events. 
‘A fascinating documentary.’ Time Out 
‘Intelligent and thought provoking.’ The Times 
 
 

A Bit of Scarlet 
Dir Andrea Weiss 
1996 / col/b&w / 75 mins 
LESBIAN/GAY 
 ‘A work of excavation into gay and lesbian cinematic representation, mining mainstream British 
cinema and television in much the same vein as The Celluloid Closet.’ Time Out 
 
 
'With steam you had to make your own power, with diesel it's there at your command.' 

Black Five 
Dir Paul Barnes 
1968 / col / 23 mins 
Barnes' film about the disappearance of steam trains centres on the versatile Black Five, 'one of the 
finest engines ever built'. The enginemen's regrets and nostalgia for steam are counterbalanced by their 
belief in the need for progress, but the images constantly show the beauty that has been lost: the look 
of the engines, the bright fire in the surrounding night, the details of movement, speed and sound. 
Much of the film was shot at Carnforth station which, over twenty years before, had been the setting of 
the archetypal railway romance, Brief Encounter. 
‘A fetching blend of visual hymn and social document.’ The Times 
 
 

Blackhill Campaign 
Dir Jack Parsons 
1963 / b&w / 52 mins 
The story of a campaign by Northumbrian miners to prevent the closure of Blackhill Colliery, despite 
opposition from both the Coal Board and the National Union of Miners. 
 
 

A Bunny Girl's Tale 
Dir Sarah Miles 
1998 / col/b&w / 13 mins 
GENDER MUSIC 
The memories of two ex-Bunny Girls and their treasured Bunny memorabilia help trace the history of 
the British Playboy Bunny, from the opening of the Playboy Club in 1968 to its demise in 1981. Music 
performed by a Bunny-clad P. J. Harvey. 
 
 

Capoeira Quickstep 
Dir Gillian Lacey, Roberto Mader 
1992 / col / 26 mins 
BLACK 



‘Wryly shows how the sweaty vitality of Brazilian dance has been interpreted into stiff ballroom 
routines over here, neatly making a wider cultural point.’ Big Issue 
 
 

Circle of Gold 
Dir/scr Uday Bhattacharya 
1988 / col / 52 mins 
ASIAN 
A visit to Calcutta yields a poetic, post-modern study of change and the relationship between India and 
the West. 
 
 

Coventry Cathedral 
Dir Dudley Shaw Ashton 
1958 / col / 23 mins 
ARCHITECTURE ART 
Tracing the development of the plan for the new Coventry Cathedral, the film follows the architect 
Basil Spence (who also narrates), exploring his influences and his uncompromising attitude towards 
modernism. This was one of the very first films to explore in detail how a building, not then in 
existence, would appear when completed. Extraordinarily, Spence substantially modified his designs 
after he saw the first rough cut of the film. Features a rare and early film score by Michael Tippett. 
 
 

Cross and Passion 
Dir/scr Kim Longinotto, Claire Pollak 
1981 / col / 60 mins 
GENDER 
Social documentary shot on the Turf Lodge Estate, a Catholic area in West Belfast, which examines 
local life and the effects and influence of the Troubles, especially upon women. From the award-
winning director of Dream Girls and Divorce Iranian Style. 
 
 

The Drawings of Leonardo Da Vinci 
Dir Adrian de Potier 
1953 / col / 23 mins 
ART 
This examination of the Windsor collection of Da Vinci drawings was one of the first major films about 
art to be made in Britain. The Technicolor cinematography perfectly captures the tones of the work. 
Score by the great British composer Alan Rawsthorne, and narrated by Laurence Olivier and C. Day 
Lewis. 
 
 

Fighters 
Dir/scr Ron Peck 
1991 / col/b&w / 100 mins 
GENDER SPORT 
‘Ron Peck’s outstanding essay on the mystique, the majesty, the morbidity and the misery of boxing 
focuses on a group of working-class hopefuls setting out on their careers, and on the former British 
Middleweight Champion, Mark Kaylor, trying to make a comeback at 30. Made with honesty, love and 
imagination, it persuasively links these East End aspirants to the classic Hollywood boxing pictures 
(especially The Set-Up), but eschews the sentimental triumphalism of Rocky.’ The Observer 
‘A remarkable film... beautifully made, loving and often moving... the best boxing film I’ve seen.’ 
Sunday Times 
‘More Raging Bull than Rocky... Fighters captures the dirty realism of the East End boxing fraternity. The 
central story of middleweight Mark Kaylor’s unsuccessful return to the ring packs a real punch...’ Time 
Out 
 
 



Figures in a Landscape 
Dir Dudley Shaw Ashton 
1954 / col / 18 mins 
ART SCULPTURE 
An exploration of the work of the highly influential British sculptor, Barbara Hepworth. Narrated by the 
poet C. Day Lewis. 
 
 

Fly a Flag for Poplar 
(aka Poplar People) 
Dir Liberation Films 
1974 / col/b&w / 77 mins 
A portrait of the Borough of Poplar in London's East End. Combines contemporary footage of residents 
preparing for a community festival with archive and reminiscences of the inhabitants. 
 
 

Frantz Fanon: Black Skin White Mask 
Dir Isaac Julien 
Scr Isaac Julien, Mark Nash 
Cast Colin Salmon 
1996 / col / 70 mins 
BLACK LESBIAN/GAY HISTORY FRANCE 
‘A fine introduction to the life and work of the black, Paris-educated Martinique 
author/intellectual/activist Fanon... Skilfully mixing talking cultural-commentator heads, interviews 
with surviving relatives, co-workers and friends, and archive footage, film clips and reconstructions, 
[Julien and Nash] have produced not only a clear, interesting résumé of Fanon’s major ideas but also 
something rarer, a strong, affecting sense of the man’s complex personality.’ Time Out 
‘Fascinating... Limpidly shot and superbly edited, the movie is intellectual and aesthetic... at the same 
time a homage to a great man and a beautiful document in its own right.’ Daily Telegraph 
‘Julien’s brilliant documentary zeros in on the erotics of power and racial difference.’ Village Voice 
‘An intelligent and involving look at a seminal black figure of the past.’ Midweek 
Grand Prix du Film de l’Art, Montreal 
Remastered in 2017 by Isaac Julien 
 
 

Housey-Housey 
Dir Newsreel Collective 
1975 / b&w / 35 mins 
NEWS SOCIAL 
Newsreel Collective's agit-prop documentary explores contemporary housing struggles in Britain: the 
squatting movement, rent strikes, the fight over redevelopment and the role of finance capital in 
making profits out of homelessness. 
 
 
'I'm British But… was so important to me because it was one of the first second-generation Asian voices 
on film in this country… It's a historical documentary for me and my community.' Gurinder Chadha 

I’m British But... 
Dir/scr Gurinder Chadha 
1989 / col / 30 mins 
ASIAN 
From the director of Bhaji on the Beach and What’s Cooking?, I’m British But... uses bhangra and bangla 
music and the testimonies of the sons and daughters of Asian Brits to uncover a defiant popular 
culture. 
‘A gem and recommended for anyone in need of some serious enlightenment when it comes to the 
affairs of our thriving black communities.’ City Limits 
2nd Prize, Piccadilly Film Festival 
 
 



It's Not All Painting and Drawing, You Know 
Dir Ian Jones 
1971 / b&w / 16 mins 
Ian Jones' documentary offers a plea for due recognition of the role of the art school in modern society. 
Features postgraduate students at the Central School of Art and Design in London. 
 
 

I Want To Go To School 
Dir John Krish 
1959 / b&w / 30 mins 
SOCIAL 
Produced by Karel Reisz, this groundbreaking film was made for the National Union of Teachers with 
the intention of promoting understanding about modern education methods in primary schools. 
 
 

Janet and John - Grow Up! 
Dir Euan Duff 
1974 / col / 20 mins 
Taking pictures from a children's book - Britain's answer to Dick and Jane - and comparing them with 
corresponding adult situations, the film shows how much adult activity repeats the observations, 
pleasures and dependencies of childhood. 
 
 

Juvenile Liaison 
Dir Nick Broomfield, Joan Churchill 
1975 / col / ?88/97/101 mins 
The director of Kurt and Courtney met one of his greatest controversies with this early film, Juvenile 
Liaison which, after pressure from the police, was temporarily suppressed. This ground breaking film 
has lost none of its emotional punch over the intervening quarter of a century. 
'A devastating exposé of the now notorious police scheme to cope with potential young (from 7 years 
old) offenders. The film is a deliberately modest effort (it follows the work of one Lancashire juvenile 
liaison division over a seven-week period, is shot in available light, and made without TV-style window 
dressing), yet it is hard to think of another British film that has so succinctly revealed the day-to-day 
mechanics whereby class and paternalistic authority are sustained. The collusion of the educational 
establishments is perhaps the hardest thing of all to take.' Time Out 
 
 

Man in the Clouds 
Dir Reg Spragg 
Scr Patrick Beaver 
1967 /col / 30 mins 
HISTORY 
This history of ballooning makes use of hundreds of contemporary prints and photographs, and looks at 
some of the more unusual characters involved in the sport. These include a Madame Blanchard who 
gave aerial firework displays from her highly inflammable hydrogen balloon and an attempt by three 
Swedish scientists to reach the North Pole by balloon. 
 
 

Michael, A Mongol Boy 
Dir/scr Heather Sutton 
1961 / col / 13 mins 
SOCIAL 
One of the first films to examine the life of a person with Downs Syndrome. 
‘This is a genuine and... personal film. Michael sets out to give an accurate account of its powerful 
subject without any kind of conceptual deliberation. It just seeks to tell the truth... the attitude and 
poetry show up effortlessly... lending the film a certain warm universality.’ Monthly Film Bulletin 
 
 



The Miners’ Film 
Dir Cinema Action 
1975 / b&w / 45 mins 
SOCIAL 
Record of the coal miners’ strike of 1974. 
 
 

Occupy! 
Dir Gael Dohany 
Cast Pete Postlethwaite, Julie Walters, Bill Nighy, Michael Radcliffe 
1976 / col / 55 mins 
SOCIAL 
Occupy! portrays part of the four-year struggle to set up a workers’ co-operative at the Fisher-Bendix 
factory in Kirby, Liverpool. Events are recounted in interviews with workers and union officials and 
illustrated with news footage. Intercut with this are scenes from a play based on the real-life events and 
performed, incidentally, by a cast of luminaries before they hit the big time. 
 
 

On the Air: Workers’ Playtime 
Dir Frank Abbot 
Cast Colin Bower, Steve Henessy 
1984 / col / 55 mins 
MEDIA 
A critical history of radio broadcasting. 
 
 

On the Side of the People 
Dir Newsreel Collective 
1976 / b&w / 48 mins 
SOCIAL HISTORY 
Presents a longer analysis of the Portuguese revolution, previously examined in Republica (below). 
 
 

Portrait of David Hockney 
Dir David Pearce 
1972 / col / 14 mins 
ART 
Made at the time that he was painting his famous portrait of Mr [Ossie] and Mrs [Celia Birtwell] Clark and 
Percy [the cat], Portrait of David Hockney is a compelling study of Hockney as we see him and as he sees 
himself. The film is constructed from a limited number of shots, each view being held so as to focus on 
its particular qualities and composition. A long close-up of Hockney has him alone, staring at the 
camera, occasionally looking around and nervously eating a slice of salami... It allows you to think what 
you like about him. As such, the film succeeds in preserving the mystique of the artist while exploring 
the interplay of images within the mystique and within Hockney’s work. 
 
 

Republica 
Dir Newsreel Collective 
1975 / b&w / 20 mins 
SOCIAL HISTORY 
The struggle for the workers’ control of the media in Portugal in 1975. Also see On the Side of the People 
(above). 
 
 
‘The Clash are a bunch of wankers.’ 

Rough Cut and Ready Dubbed 
Dir Hasan Shah, Dom Shaw 
1982 / col / 59 mins 



YOUTH 
A funny, truthful, lively and intimate view of bands and their followers made by ten teenagers. 
Originally shot on 8mm on location in clubs, at concerts and on the street over a three year period 
(1979-81), Rough Cut and Ready Dubbed presents a unique and vivid insight into the relations between 
fans, their ‘official’ voices in the music press and the bands themselves. Twenty years on, the film 
presents a riveting portrait of the early Eighties music scene in Britain, capturing performances from 
Stiff Little Fingers to Sham 69. 
Grierson Award, BFI Awards 
 
 

Rowlandson’s England 
Dir John Hawkesworth 
1955 / col / 11 mins 
ART SOCIAL 
Regency England as seen through the acerbic eyes of the great caricaturist, Thomas Rowlandson. 
Narrated by the late Alec Guinness. The script was co-written by Robert Hamer, director of Kind Hearts 
and Coronets. 
 
 

So That You Can Live 
Dir Beryl Bouton 
1981 / col / 83 mins 
SOCIAL 
Shot over five years, this fly-on-the-wall film centres on the Butt family, living in South Wales. 
 
 

Stained Glass at Fairford 
Dir Basil Wright 
Scr John Betjeman 
1956 / col / 26 mins 
ART ARCHITECTURE 
A documentary about the stained glass windows of a small English church has, of course, the potential 
of being rather dull... But not in the hands of veteran documentarist Basil Wright (The Song of Ceylon), 
with a commentary written and spoken by the inimitable John Betjeman and biblical extracts delivered 
by Robert Donat, the Oscar-winning star of Goodbye, Mr Chips. The filming of Fairford’s extraordinary 
medieval windows was extremely difficult, the rich colours of the glass letting through too little light 
for 35mm colour film. Most of the film was therefore shot in stop-motion, exactly like a cartoon, with 
the camera moving on an extensive scaffolding platform that doubled as an animation table. The 
results look lustrous, and Stained Glass at Fairford remains a major document of English taste and 
attitudes in the mid-Fifties. 
 
 

Stranger Than Fiction 
Dir Ian Potts 
1985 / col/b&w / 88 mins 
SOCIAL 
Using interviews, archive footage and dramatic recreations, Stranger Than Fiction investigates the work 
of Mass Observation, a semi-professional group of social scientists and artists who, from the Thirties 
onwards, collected information about everyday life in Britain. 
'Explores the no-man's land between the real and the suppositional; the movie darts about its subject 
wittily and vividly and is the best BFI film in years.' Financial Times 
 
 

Student Power 
Dir Daniel Schechter 
1968 / b&w / 24 mins 
SOCIAL 
Capturing the spirit of ‘68, this excellent documentary was made by students of the London School of 



Economics at the time when the media portrayed them as terrifying Trotskyites enjoying daily sit-ins. 
The film's strength lies in the fact that the filmmakers were acute enough to present their own group as 
comical, dogmatic, intense and absurd, as well as passionately concerned with their cause. 
 
 

Talacre School Film 
Dir George King 
1976 / b&w / 90 mins 
A record, filmed over two years, of the establishment of an experimental school for young people who 
have rejected other forms of education. 
 
 

T. Dan Smith 
Dir/scr Amber Films 
1987 / col / 86 mins 
HISTORY 
‘An ingenious and imaginative mixing of newsreel, interview footage and dramatic reconstruction, this 
investigative documentary about Newcastle’s ‘city boss’ of the Sixties, imprisoned for his involvement 
in the Poulson Affair, provides lucid but never simplistic insights into power, corruption, betrayal and 
the shady byways of parliamentary business. A real-life conspiracy drama.’ National Film Theatre 
programme 
 
 

Territories 
Dir Isaac Julien 
Cast Bertram, Bruno, Pedro, Colin Newman, Peoples War Sound System 
1984 / 25 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
A critique of the traditional ways of looking at black culture through a kaleidoscope of sound and 
images which challenge the conventional modes of documentary.  Intended for black groups, anti-racist 
organisations and general audiences.  
 
 

This Is Not an Aids Ad 
Dir Isaac Julien 
1987 / 14 min 
DOCUMENTARY EXPERIMENTAL 
How is sexual desire surviving under the regime of Aids fearing morality? This video reclaims some of 
the territory seized by the new puritans. A pulsating soundtrack and hot pink tinting make men the 
objects of desire in this unashamedly erotic and stylish video 
 
 

The Time of Our Lives 
Dir Michael Grigsby 
1994 / col / 81 mins 
Grigsby’s career began forty years ago with Enginemen and Tomorrow’s Saturday. In this feature 
documentary he uses archive material, radio broadcasts and contemporary images to explore social 
change as witnessed through the eyes of a large Irish-British family living in the East End. 
 
 

The Vision of William Blake 
Dir Guy Brenton 
1958 / col / 29 mins 
LITERATURE 
Blake’s prophetic world is explored through his poetry, prose and paintings. Blake’s poetry is set for 
tenor and oboe by Ralph Vaughan Williams. 
‘The sheer visual beauty of Blake’s work emerges again and again to dominate the screen and stir the 
imagination.’ Monthly Film Bulletin 



 
 

Welcome to Britain 
Dir Ben Lewin 
1976 / col / 72 mins 
ASIAN SOCIAL 
About half a mile from Heathrow Airport is Harmondsworth detention centre where the visitors in Ben 
Lewin’s Welcome to Britain are unceremoniously dumped while government officials ponder over British 
immigration laws. These visitors come mainly from India, Pakistan and Cyprus, and are treated like 
criminals. Lewin mixes interviews with some of the ‘inmates’ with profiles of the then Minister for 
Immigration, Alex Lyon, and the controversial figure of Reuben Davis, the tabloid-styled ‘Immigrants’ 
Mr Fixit’, structuring the film around the escalating confrontation between Davis and the detainees on 
one side, and Lyon and his bureaucracy on the other. Shot by the award-winning cinematographer of 
Kundun and Fargo, Roger Deakins. 
‘Fascinating... One ends up not knowing whether to be more astonished at the inefficiency and 
inhumanity of Whitehall bureaucracy or more appalled at the brazen shenanigans of Mr Fixit, who 
seems the only ally the luckless immigrants can find.’ Sight and Sound 
 
 

Whose Choice? 
Dir London Women's Film Group 
Cast Anthea Meadows, Peter Powell 
1976 / col / 40 mins 
SOCIAL 
Drama-documentary structured around the attempts of a young working-class woman to have an 
abortion. 
Also see Abortion (An Egg is Not a Chicken). 
 
 

Zygosis 
Dir/scr Gavin Hodge 
1990 / col / 26 mins 
ART 
‘A superb documentary... hip, lucid and humorous.’ The Independent 
‘Very funny... Gavin Hodge’s very fine documentary Zygosis, about the work of Dadaist inventor/artist 
John Heartfield, the pioneer of photomontage and an anti-Fascist activist. Using archive material and 
scratchediting, computer animation and image-surgery techniques, it successfully incorporates and 
extends Heartfield’s radical methods into the modern mass-media arena. Fascinating.’ Time Out 
 
 
 

FREE CINEMA 
‘In the mid-1950s Lindsay Anderson was instrumental in founding the iconoclastic Free Cinema 
movement with Tony Richardson and Karel Reisz. Like the Nouvelle Vague in France, they were 
outspoken in their criticism of conventional, class-bound British cinema. Derisive of glossy stylistic 
perfection, they insisted on shooting real people in real locations, frequently with hand-held camera, 
foreshadowing many of the techniques of cinéma vérité.' Kevin Macdonald and Mark Cousins, Imagining 
Reality: The Faber Book of Documentary 
 
 

Enginemen 
Dir Michael Grigsby 
1958 / b&w / 21 mins 
Made at the time that steam trains were being supplanted by diesel, Enginemen lovingly records not 
only the men who work and look after the engines, but also the machines themselves. The breath-
taking images of the trains were recently used as a backdrop to the Labour Party Conference. 
‘The shots of the steaming, smoking engines are magnificent.’ Monthly Film Bulletin 



 
 

Every Day except Christmas 
Dir Anderson, Lindsay (Director) Graphic Films (Production Company) Ford of Britain (Sponsor) Clore, 
Leon (Producer) 
Cast Owen, Alun - Happy Wanderers, The 
1957 / 40 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
Free cinema. DOCUMENTARY. Twelve hours in Covent Garden Market. 
 
 

Food for a Blluuusssshhhhh 
Dir Elizabeth Russell 
Cast Nicholas Ferguson 
1959 / 29 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
Free cinema. Food for a Blush is a documentary of worry, satirising some aspects of London life.   
 
 

March to Aldermaston 
Dir Lindsay Anderson 
Cast Richard Burton, David Meeker 
1959 / B&W / 33 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
March of hundreds of ordinary people from London to Aldermaston Atomic Weapon Research 
Establishment to protest against nuclear war. 
 
 

Momma Don't Allow 
Dir Karel Reisz, Tony Richardson 
1956 / b&w / 22 mins 
Momma Don't Allow is an exploration of the emergence of working-class youth culture in the mid-Fifties 
and focuses on young people jiving the night away in a north London pub. The Teddy Boys may now 
look rather tame, but the film's exposure of class divisions when a group of ‘well-dressed’ middle-class 
groovers arrives to spend a night out slumming it, is genuinely shocking. Using close-ups, the camera 
draws the viewer into the bar as a participant, picking out the details, the spinning mirror-ball on the 
ceiling, the men thoughtfully sipping their beer as they listen to Otilie Paterson sing, a young couple's 
tiff made up as they continue dancing. The last song ends and the dancing stops; hot and tired, they go 
home. A key film of Free Cinema. 
 
 

Nice Time 
Dir/scr Claude Goretta, Alain Tanner 
1957 / b&w / 17 mins 
‘Impressions of Piccadilly Circus in 1957: hot dogs and nude magazines; dumb cinema queues; posters 
advertising the glories of war and the horrors of science fiction; lonely faces; searching glances; the 
parade of amateur and professional ‘talent'; presiding over all, the ironic statue of Eros… The 
observation is untouched by nostalgia, and presents a devastating picture for anyone who thinks of 
Piccadilly Circus in romantic terms… Magnificent candid camera work by John Fletcher and an 
imaginative soundtrack help to sharpen the texture of the film with such ironies as the playing of the 
National Anthem over a shot of a large Coca Cola sign.' Monthly Film Bulletin 
 
 

O Dreamland 
Dir Lindsay Anderson 
1953 / b&w / 11 mins / no dialogue 
A perfect companion piece to Holiday and Gala Day, Lindsay Anderson’s vibrant and energetic portrait of 
the Margate funfair on a typically wet summer’s day is about the serious business of the English 



enjoying themselves on holiday. Punctuated by the manic and mechanic laugh of a dummy policeman, 
the perfectly selected montage of images exposes the shoddiness of the attractions, the bingo halls, slot 
machines and the animals in the miniature zoo. O Dreamland is every bit as much about exploitation as 
it is about pleasure. 
'The first time [one sees O Dreamland] it is like a blow in the face; the second, one approaches it with a 
kind of eager dread. For ten minutes it assaults the eye and ear with a rough-edged but sharp-centred 
impression of this South Coast amusement park.' Sight and Sound 
'A brilliant and human piece of disapproval.' The Observer 
 
 

Refuge England 
Dir Robert Vas 
1959 / b&w / 27 mins 
With the current massive displacement of refugees across the West, Robert Vas’ film could not be more 
timely. A Hungarian refugee arrives in London, with no English, little money, and just a postcard with 
an address - 24 Love Lane, London - which could be any district of the city. The film is not only about 
what it means to be a refugee in a foreign country, but also how London appears to a refugee. Like 
many Free Cinema films, Refuge England makes evocative use of sound: from the trains at Waterloo to 
the incongruous Hungarian folk music. 
‘Hauntingly presents an individual picture of isolation... One of Free Cinema’s most sympathetic 
productions.’ Monthly Film Bulletin 
 
 

The Saturday Men 
Dir John Fletcher 
Cast Don Howe, Barney Bamford, Bobby Robson 
1963 / B&W / 27 min 
SPORT DOCUMENTARY 
Free cinema. A behind-the-scenes look at West Bromwich Albion Football Club. 
 
 

The Singing Street 
Dir Nigel McIsaac 
Cast J.T.R  Ritchie,. Nigel McIsaac, Raymond Townsend 
1952 / B&W / 18 min 
DOCUMENTARY AMATEUR FILM 
Free cinema. Songs and games played and sung by Edinburgh children to a background of both fine and 
mean streets, featuring the pupils of Norton Park School.  
 
 

Tomorrow’s Saturday 
Dir Michael Grigsby 
1962 / b&w / 18 mins 
GENDER 
Grigsby’s film is about Friday night in a northern textile town, observing the life of the community, 
working and resting, and in particular its women working at home and in the factory. As in Enginemen 
(above), Grigsby lets the image speak for itself as we see mills closing down for the weekend, boys 
playing football in the street, families at the laundrette, music and singing in the pubs and dogs 
barking. 
 
 

The Vanishing Street 
Dir Robert Vas 
1962 / b&w / 20 mins 
DOCUMENTARY 
Documenting the disappearance of part of London’s East End, The Vanishing Street is also a record of the 
Jewish community who lived there for over seventy years. Against a soundtrack of Yiddish songs and 
music and snatches of conversation, we see life in the synagogue, on the streets, in shops and at the 
slaughterhouse, all of which are about to be replaced by high-rise flats. 



 
 

Wakefield Express 
Dir Lindsay Anderson 
1952 / B&W / 30 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
Free cinema. Study of a provincial newspaper. 
 
 

We Are the Lambeth Boys 
Dir Karel Reisz 
Cast Rollason, John - Ahearne, Thomas - Ahearne, Patrick 
1959 / B&W / 53 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
Free cinema. Documentary dealing with the activities of a Lambeth Youth Club (Alford House). 
London Film Festival Nominee Sutherland Trophy 
 

HUMPHREY JENNINGS 
Humphrey Jennings was born in Suffolk in 1907 and became not only a filmmaker but a photographer, 
literary critic, theatrical designer, poet, painter and theorist of modern art. Jennings joined the GPO Film 
Unit in 1934, then directed for the Crown Film Unit. Author Geoffrey Nowell-Smith has argued that 
Jennings' work is better situated in the context of experimental film and the European avant-garde than 
within the documentary movement. Jennings' own films, like those of European documentarists Joris 
Ivens, Henri Storck and Jean Rouch, discover the surreal in the everyday as opposed to the artistically 
contrived. As he put it: "to the real poet the front of the Bank of England may be as excellent a site for 
the appearance of poetry as the depths of the sea". 
 
 

Cargoes 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1940 / B&W / 9 min 
INDUSTRY SPONSORED FILM 
The cargo ship, the "Ionian" lying in bay at Gibraltar, is unloaded and the ship prepares to sail.  The 
furnace is stacked up and the engineer tests the oil-level. Desciption of the functions of the British 
Merchant Navy.  
 
 

The Cumberland Story 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast James Adam Nimmo, Tom Stephenson  
1947 / B&W / 37 min 
Government sponsored film 
Miners and managers provide an account of the modernisation of the Cumberland coal mines in the 
1940s. Includes a dramatic reconstruction of the Ladypit disaster of 1837, when 36 men died after 
workings beneath the Irish Sea flooded, which was blamed on lack of safety provision by callous mine-
owners. (Synopsis) 
Awards:  
 
 

A Defeated People 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast William Hartnell 
1946 / B&W / 19 min 
WAR DOCUMENTARY 
PROPAGANDA. A film about the government of the British occupied zone of Germany at the end of 
World War II.  



 
 

A Diary for Timothy 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Michael Redgrave, Myra Hess, John Gielgud, George Woodbridge 
1946 / B&W / 38 min 
WAR DOCUMENTARY 
A diary for the first six months in the life of a baby born 3rd September 1944, illustrating events and 
daily life during this period of the war.   
 
 

The Dim Little Island 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Lancaster, Osbert - Ormston, John - Fisher, James - Vaughan Williams, Ralph - 
1948 / 11 min 
Anthology Documentary 
Anthology of four meditations on the present state of England by Ralph Vaughan Williams, James 
Fisher, John Ormston and Osbert Lancaster. 
 
 

The Eighty Days 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Edward R. Murrow 
1944 / B&W / 13 min 
WAR DOCUMENTARY 
PROPAGANDA.  A brief survey of the V.1 bombardment of London and elsewhere during the summer of 
1944, with a detailed sequence showing some of the defensive operations used during one such attack. 
 
 

Family Portrait 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Michael Goodliffe 
1950 / B&W / 24 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
A record of english traditions and achievements through the centuries. 
 

 

Farewell Topsails 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1937 / B&W / 9 min 
TRAVELOGUE 
The last of the topsail schooners transporting China clay from Cornwall to London. 
 
 

Farm, The 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1938 / B&W / 10 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
INTEREST. Portrait of farm life though scence of every day work.  
 
 

Fires Were Started 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast George Gravett, Philip Wilson-Dickson, Fred Griffiths, Loris Rey, Johnny Houghton 
1943 / B&W / 63 min 
WAR GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM 
A dramatisation of the work of the National Fire Service during the Fire Blitz of the winter and spring of 
1940/41.   



 
 

The First Days, The 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1939 / B&W / 23 min 
WAR DOCUMENTARY 
London during the first days of World War II. 
 
 

Heart of Britain, The 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Edward R.Murrow 
1941 / B&W / 9 min 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM WAR DOCUMENTARY 
PROPAGANDA.  “But these people have the power to hit back. AN they are going to hit back with all the 
skill of their hands, the tradition of their craft and the fire in their hearts… And the Nazis will learn, 
one time for all, that no one with impunity troubles the Heart of Britain.” 
 
 

Listen to Britain 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Leonard Brockington, Myra Hess, Bud Flanagan, Chesney Allen, Elizabeth - Queen consort to 
George VI 
1942 / B&W / 19 min 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM WAR DOCUMENTARY 
Images and sounds of wartime Britain, including Bud Flanagan and Chesney Allen singing at a 
lunchtime concert at a munitions factory, and Myra Hess playing at the National Gallery. 
 
 

Locomotives 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1934 / B&W /9 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
The development of early steam locomotives, using scale models from the Science Museum. 
 
 

Making Fashion 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Bridgett Poulett, Peggy Hamilton, Biddy Weir 
1938 / 15 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
Norman Hartnell fashions being produced and on show, featuring Lady Bridgett Poulett, Miss Peggy 
Hamilton and Miss Biddy Weir.  
 
 

Myra Hess 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Myra Hess 
1945 / B&W / 11 min 
PERFORMANCE GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM 
INTEREST.  Dame Myra Hess in a lunchtime concert at the National Gallery playing the opening 
movement of Beethoven's Piano Sonata in F minor.  
 
 

Penny Journey - The Story of a Post Card from 
Manchester to Graffham 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 



1938 / B&W / 8 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
How a post card posted in Manchester reaches its destination in Graffham, Sussex.  
 
 

S.S. Ionian 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1939 / B&W / 20 min 
INDUSTRY SPONSORED FILM 
Voyage through the Mediterranean, special emphasis on Royal Navy ships in the sea.     
 
 

The Silent Village 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1943 / B&W / 36 min 
WAR GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM 
A reconstruction, filmed in the village of Cwmgiedd in South Wales, of the way in which the 
Czechoslovakian mining village of Lidice was taken over by German troops, resistance to the 
occupation, and the final execution of the male inhabitants.  
 
 

Spare Time 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Laurie Lee 
1939 / B&W / 14 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
How the workers in three of Britain's major industries, steel, cotton and coal, spend their spare time. 

 
 

Speaking from America 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Robin Duff 
1938 / B&W / 10 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
INSTRUCTIONAL.  Explanation of the broad principles of the radio-telephone system between Britain 
and America. 
 
 

Spring Offensive 
Dir Humphrey Jennings  
1940 / B&W / 20 min 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM WAR DOCUMENTARY 
INTEREST.  The reclamation of a derelict farm in East Anglia.  September 1939. 
 
 

The Story of the Wheel 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1935 / B&W / 12 min 
DOCUMENTARY 
The development of transport illustrated by models and diagrams from the British Museum, the 
London Museum, and the Science Museum. 
 
 

The True Story of Lili Marlene 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Lucie Mannheim, Marius Goring, Pat Hughes, Denis Johnston, Werner Alvensleben 
1944 / B&W / 30 min 
WAR GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM 



Dramatised story of the origins of the song `Lili Marlene', of its adoption by British and German troops, 
and of the first woman to sing it. 
 
 

V. 1 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Fletcher Markle 
1944 / B&W / 8 min 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM WAR DOCUMENTARY 
PROPAGANDA.  How Britain withstood the V.1 bombardment.  
 
 

Welfare of the Workers 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
1940 / B&W / 10 min 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM WAR DOCUMENTARY 
Designed to encourage industrial workers with news of what the Ministry of Labour is doing to 
safeguard working conditions in wartime. 
 
 

Words for Battle 
Dir Humphrey Jennings 
Cast Laurence Olivier 
1941 / B&W / 7 min 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED FILM WAR DOCUMENTARY 
A call to arms through images and words of Britain's countryside, people and poets.  
 
 
 

THE MOVIE MAVERICKS 
 

Howard Hawks: American Artist 
Dir Kevin Macdonald 
1996 / col/b&w / 57 mins 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
From the Oscar-winning director of One Day in September, this profile of the great Hollywood director 
includes interviews with stars Lauren Bacall, James Caan and Angie Dickinson and directors Peter 
Bogdanovich, William Friedkin and Michael Mann. Narrated by Stephen Frears. 
‘Kevin Macdonald’s Howard Hawks: American Artist traces the career and life of perhaps the most 
versatile director of the twentieth century - as adept at the screwball delirium of Bringing Up Baby as the 
hard-boiled noir of The Big Sleep. The Hawks that Macdonald uncovers may have been more savvy than 
savoury, a man who, despite his affluent origins, rated professionalism above all things in a director 
and in a man. 
Especially valuable are Lauren Bacall’s wry reflections on the tales Hawks spun her naive young self. 
When Bogart won her, Hawks was furious.’ Daily Telegraph 
 
 

Lee Marvin - A Personal Portrait by John Boorman 
Dir John Boorman 
1998 / col / 55 mins 
John Boorman and Lee Marvin collaborated twice: on the classic thriller Point Blank and the enigmatic 
war story Hell in the Pacific, a film resonating with Marvin’s experiences as a US Marine in World War II. 
This work led to a mutual admiration and close friendship that lasted for nearly 20 years until Marvin’s 
death in 1987. John Boorman’s documentary records his personal quest to understand this ‘complex, 
colourful, crazy man’ who had such a profound effect on his own life and work. Includes interviews 
with William Hurt, Jim Jarmusch and Marvin’s widow, Pamela. 



 
 

THE CENTURY OF CINEMA 
The Century of Cinema is a series of highly personal documentaries made by leading film directors 
throughout the world taking a diversity of approaches to national cinemas. 
‘This series is the best thing to happen to film history in years.' New York Times 
‘An exemplary series of documentaries.’ The Independent on Sunday 
 
 
'My history of Japanese film is also a history of Japanese society, of the spirit of the Japanese people 
themselves.' Nagisa Oshima 

100 Years of Japanese Cinema 
Dir/scr Nagisa Oshima 
Japan/UK / 1994 / col/b&w / 52 mins / subtitles 
DOCUMENTARY ASIAN ART 
Without the aid of interviews, and showing only film clips and stills, the celebrated director of Ai No 
Corrida, Merry Christmas Mr Lawrence and Gohatto gives his analysis of the forces and themes that have 
shaped Japanese cinema. The haunting soundtrack is by Toru Takemitsu. 
‘A visually striking patchwork.’ Daily Telegraph 
 
 

100 Years of Polish Cinema 
Dir Pawel Lozinski 
Poland/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 61 mins / subtitles 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
Based on an idea by Kieslowski, Lozinski’s film focuses not on the filmmakers, but on those for whom 
the movies are made - the audience. Through interviews with a cross section of Polish people including 
children, elderly people and people with visual impairments, Lozinski attempts to evoke the magic and 
power of Polish cinema through collective memory, while the films being described appear on screen as 
if in the mind’s eye. 
‘A little gem... A fascinating and moving portrait, opening up films and feelings never touched upon by 
serious historians.’ The Times 
‘Celebratory and accessible... Gives a magical insight into an age when a visit to the cinema was the 
high point of the week.’ Uncut 
 
 
'Why celebrate cinema? Isn't it famous enough already?' Jean-Luc Godard 

2x50 Years of French Cinema 
Dir/scr Anne-Marie Miéville, Jean-Luc Godard 
France/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 52 mins / subtitles 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
In this mischievous film, full of quirky humour, Godard and Michel Piccoli (Le Mépris, Milou en Mai) 
lament the way that French cinema history has been forgotten. Talking to the staff of a French hotel, 
they are dismayed to find barely any recognition of names from French film history, or even of classic 
movies such as La Règle du Jeu. 
‘Great fun.’ Daily Telegraph 
A typically mercurial and provocative film essay.’ Sight and Sound 
‘Godard is on fine form.’ The Times 
40000 Years of Dreaming 
 
 

A Century of Australian Cinema 
Dir/scr George Miller 
Australia/UK / 1996 / col/b&w / 67 mins 
BLACK DOCUMENTARY ART 
Forging a link between the comparatively youthful art of filmmaking and the still potent, 40000 year old 
Australian Aboriginal culture, Miller’s film starts by parading a cultural history of Australian 



archetypes. In recent Australian cinema he discerns plangent new voices: explorations of nascent 
feminism in My Brilliant Career; camp in The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert; the virulent 
racism of Romper Stomper; and the suburban irreality of Sweetie. There is also the constant presence of 
the much-abused figure of the Aboriginal, most potently drawn in The Chant of Jimmy Blacksmith. 
 
 

And the Show Goes On 
Dir/scr Mrinal Sen 
India/UK / 1996 / col/b&w / 56 mins / subtitles 
ASIAN DOCUMENTARY ART 
The great Bengali director’s overview of Indian cinema imagines a couple who have seen every Indian 
movie ever made and who devote their lives to asking questions from film historians, archivists and 
filmmakers to fill the gaps in their knowledge. Their search takes us from Ray’s 1955 classic, Pather 
Panchali, to the Amitabh Bachchan hit, Coolie. 
 
 

Aristotle’s Plot 
Dir/scr Jean Pierre Bekolo 
Cast Albee Lesotho, Seputla Sebogohi, Ken Gampu 
Zimbabwe/France/UK / 1996 / col / 68 mins 
BLACK DOCUMENTARY ART 
The director of Quartier Mozart’s contribution to The Century of Cinema constructs a debate about African 
cinema without the aid of film extracts. Two characters, Cinema and Cineaste, fight over what type of 
films an African audience should see: the Hollywood of Schwarzenegger and Van Damme or the work 
of African directors such as Sembene or Hondo. 
 
 

Cinema of Tears 
(Cinema de Lagrimas) 
Dir Nelson Pereira dos Santos 
Scr Nelson Pereira dos Santos, Silvia Oroz 
Cast Raul Cortez, Andre de Barros 
Brazil/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 52 mins and 95 mins versions / subtitles 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
In this very personal view of Latin American cinema, Nelson Pereira dos Santos analyses melodrama 
within a melodramatic context, combining film clips with a fictional plot. Raoul Cortez plays a 
renowned Brazilian director haunted by a recurring dream/memory. He thinks that his mother’s suicide 
was related to a movie she had just seen, and, determined to discover the title, he travels to Mexico City 
to screen a selection of melodramas. 
 
 

Cinema of Unease - A Personal Journey by Sam Neill 
Dir/scr Sam Neill, Judy Rymer 
New Zealand/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 52 mins 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
The star of Dead Calm, The Piano and Jurassic Park returns to both his original career as director, and to 
the landscape of his native New Zealand where he finds echoes of his personal memories and formative 
experiences in the emerging national cinema. Bringing together a wealth of images from films such as 
Sleeping Dogs, An Angel at My Table and Heavenly Creatures, Neill outlines the achievements in New 
Zealand cinema that consolidate the country's standing within world cinema. 
 
 

The Cinema on the Road 
Dir Jang Sun-Woo 
Scr Lee Jung-Ha 
South Korea/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 52 mins / subtitles 
ASIAN DOCUMENTARY ART 
Jang Sun-Woo's witty and mordant essay on one of the world's least-known film cultures takes him on 
the road in search of the heart of Korean cinema, and the film is framed as a diary of his quest. On the 



way he interviews noted filmmakers such as Im Kwon-Taek, Lee Jang-Ho and Chung Ji-Yung, as well as 
a group of demonstrating farmers and a Kwangju cinema manager. 
 
 

I Am Curious, Film 
Dir/scr Stig Björkman 
Denmark/Sweden/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 52 mins / subtitles 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
Lena Nyman guides us on a trip through Nordic cinema history. Her journey is richly illustrated with 
film clips and includes conversations with filmmakers such as Lars von Trier, Stefan Jarl, Liv Ullmann 
and Aki Kaurismaki. 
 
 

Irish Cinema: Ourselves Alone? 
Dir Donald Taylor Black 
Scr Kevin Rockett 
Ireland/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 51 mins 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
Narrated by Gabriel Byrne, the film looks at the struggle of Irish people to create an Irish cinema. 
Intercutting interviews with directors, writers and producers including Neil Jordan, Bob Quinn, Jim 
Sheridan, Pat Murphy and Roddy Doyle, clips from feature films and rare archival material, Donald 
Taylor Black's documentary compares past and present in order to ask questions about the future. 
‘A thoughtful documentary... reminds us that there was an indigenous Irish film industry from the First 
World War onwards.’ Time Out 
 
 

Night of the Filmmakers 
Dir/scr Edgar Reitz 
Germany/UK / 1994 / col/b&w / 52 mins / subtitles 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
Edgar Reitz, director of the epic tv mini-series, Heimat, has created a mini-epic about the history of 
German cinema. A stellar assembly of filmmakers - in image, if not in physical reality - are brought 
together to discuss German cinema, including Wim Wenders, Volker Schlöndorff, Margarethe von 
Trotta, Werner Herzog and Leni Riefenstahl, while Hanna Schygulla remembers Fassbinder. 
 
 

A Personal Journey with Martin Scorsese through 
American Movies 
Dir/scr Martin Scorsese, Michael Henry Wilson 
US/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 224 mins (3 parts) 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
Martin Scorsese, perhaps the most ardent cinephile of all the great directors, has produced a masterly 
account of the world’s largest and most powerful film industry, and his passion for the medium and its 
history makes him a compelling guide. At over three and a half hours, the programme is a treasury of 
movie moments, all presented in their original screen ratios. Classics of the silent era (Intolerance, The 
Crowd) are here, as are examples from the major American genres: Westerns (from The Searchers to 
Unforgiven), Musicals (Busby Berkeley to All That Jazz), and gangster films (Public Enemy to Point Blank), 
along with such mould-breaking masterpieces as Sunrise, Citizen Kane and 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
‘If I could afford to send [a video] with every Christmas card it would be this 224-minute essay by one of 
the best directors at work today.’ The Observer 
‘Essential.’ The Independent on Sunday 
‘The almost religious fervour with which [Scorsese] approaches his subject makes this trip around his 
imaginary museum an exhilarating experience.’ Sight and Sound 
‘An impressive and educational cinematic feast.’ Midweek 
 
 

The Russian Idea 
Dir Sergei Selyanov 
Russia/UK / 1995 / col/b&w / 53 mins / subtitles 



DOCUMENTARY ART 
The term The Russian Idea is used to describe a desire for revolution. In his controversial film, Selyanov 
attempts to prove that ‘our national films that have become part of world culture are connected with 
The Russian Idea in one way or another’, using clips from the work of Soviet cinema’s greatest auteurs 
including Eisenstein, Pudovkin and Vertov. 
 
 

Typically British 
Dir Mike Dibb, Stephen Frears 
Scr Charles Barr, Stephen Frears 
1995 / col/b&w / 73 mins 
DOCUMENTARY ART 
With the aid of extracts ranging from Hitchcock's Blackmail to Four Weddings and a Funeral, Stephen 
Frears shapes an elegant and witty riposte to François Truffaut's famous observation that the words 
‘British’ and ‘Cinema’ seemed incompatible. With Gavin Lambert and Alexander Mackendrick, he 
recalls films from the Twenties through to the Fifties. With his contemporaries Michael Apted and Alan 
Parker, he discusses the complex and unique relationships that grew up between television and cinema 
in the Sixties along with the love/hate relationship of British filmmakers to Hollywood. 
‘One of the best cinema documentaries I have ever seen... Should not fail to please anyone who has 
even the slightest interest in cinema.’ Film West 
 
 

Yang Yin 
Gender in Chinese Cinema 
Dir/scr Stanley Kwan 
Hong Kong/UK / 1996 / col/b&w / 80 mins / subtitles 
ASIAN GAY/LESBIAN DOCUMENTARY ART 
'After Yang Yin premiered at the Venice Film Festival, Stanley Kwan became the surprise subject of 
intense interest in the Hong Kong press. It didn't seem to have dawned on anyone that the director of 
the fabulously lush Rouge just might happen to be gay. Kwan is the perfect guide to this inspirational 
and star-laden journey through Chinese cinema in the company of John Woo, Chen Kaige, Ang Lee and 
Tsui Hark. Woo might claim that the underlying homoeroticism in many of his movies is purely 
unconscious, and Farewell My Concubine's Leslie Cheung is more than a little evasive about the nature of 
his sexuality, but Yang Yin is full of revelations. What makes this documentary such a pleasure is 
Kwan's insistence on viewing Chinese cinema from such a personal perspective. From his memories of 
sharing a bed with his father, to quizzing his mother about her obsession with lesbian actress Yan Kim-
Fai, Kwan untaps hidden histories that are both intensely personal and reveal fascinating 
interpretations of sexuality.' London Lesbian and Gay Film Festival 
‘Works very well indeed... A fascinating selection of clips... Contextualised by a superb array of 
interviews, with directors, actors, critics and, very touchingly, Kwan’s mother.’ Time Out 
 
 
 

WAY DOWN SOUTH 
Two classic documentaries about adventure, bravery and tragedy in the Antarctic. 
 
 

90° South 
With Scott to the Antarctic 
Dir Herbert G. Ponting 
1933 / b&w / 72 mins 
DOCUMENTARY HISTORY 
Captain Scott described Herbert Ponting as ‘an artist in love with his work’, and after the expedition’s 
tragic outcome Ponting devoted the rest of his life to ensuring that the grandeur of the Antarctic and 
Scott’s heroism would not be forgotten. This final, sound version of the legendary footage that Ponting 
shot in 1910-11 was released in 1933 to wide acclaim. Preserved and restored by the National Film and 
Television Archive, it remains one of the greatest of all films about exploration and adventure. 



'The grandeur of the scenery and the simple, stark task of heroism… combine to produce an indelible 
impression of great intensity.' Sight and Sound 
‘Miraculous... The images of heroic explorers, icebergs, penguins and landscapes new to the human eye 
grip our hearts and imaginations.’ The Times 
'A truly great film.' Cinema 
 
 

South 
Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Glorious Epic of the Antarctic 
1919 / b&w/tinted / 80 mins / silent with new score 
‘This classic documentary, shot by the pioneer Australian cameraman Frank Hurley and scrupulously 
restored by the National Film and Television Archive, records a story of unsurpassed heroism and is a 
film of immense beauty. Explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton left Britain in July 1914 to cross Antarctica via 
the Pole. But his ship, the Endurance, was trapped in pack ice before they reached land. Two years later, 
after trekking across ice floes and making a stupendous 800 mile sea journey in a rowing boat, 
Shackleton finally reached a remote whaling station and rescued his whole crew. The story stirs the 
heart and is told in... unforgettably vivid images.’ The Observer 
‘An engrossing account of an incredible act of survival’. New York Times 
‘Hurley’s pictures have propelled the expedition into the realm of heroic myth.’ The Guardian 
‘Beautiful and painstakingly restored... a herculean effort by the National Film and Television Archive.’ 
The Times 
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