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1. Introduction  

 

In our forward plan Film Forever1 we outline how we intend to encourage 

people to build a life-long relationship with film, to help create audiences for a 

broader range of films across all platforms and to ensure that film culture can 

be accessed and enjoyed by everyone across the UK.  Our plans for 2013-17 

contain a range of interlinked strategies to help us achieve these aims.   At the 

heart of our plan is the BFI Audience Fund which is a significant investment of 

£22 million over four years to boost audience choice and growth across the 

UK. The four components of this investment are: the BFI Film Audience 

Network, the Programming Development Fund, BFI Neighbourhood and this, 

the Film Festival Fund which has been allocated funding of £1 million per year 

for up to four years (to 2017). 

 

An underlying principle of the BFI Audience Fund is that successfully 

maximising audience reach, increasing breadth of content and enhancing 

depth of engagement requires a mixture of support at grassroots level and 

strategic initiatives across the UK. To implement this principle, the Film 

Festival Fund has two priorities:  

 

 Strand 1 – supporting film festivals of regional/local significance or 

which address a specialist theme (c £500,000 per year) 

Priority: to support audience development activity at film festivals that 

offer a strong cultural programme and which serve regional/local 

audiences or which may have a particular specialist theme enabling them 

to reach audiences from further across the UK. Such festivals are usually 

focused on audiences rather than industry and do not generally attract 

industry delegates. New festivals can be supported under this strand as 

long as they demonstrate a clear cultural vision which seeks to bridge a 

gap in provision in terms of audience, subject matter or genre, provided 

that this is based on audience and needs analysis, and can also 

demonstrate financial viability.  

 

 Strand 2 – supporting film festivals of UK wide or international 

significance (c £500,000 per year) 

Priority: to support audience development activity at UK film festivals that 

have an international or UK-wide reach and profile, enhancing 

opportunities for the UK film industry nationally and internationally, as 

well as further increasing audience choice.  New festivals will not be 

supported under this strand. 

 

2. Background  

 

Film Festivals are a key part of our cultural infrastructure: they inspire 

audiences, artists, filmmakers and industry professionals alike. We believe 

they have the potential to make a substantial contribution to the attainment 

of the BFI’s three strategic priorities for 2013-2017.    

                                                           
See www.bfi.org.uk/about-bfi/policy-strategy/film-forever  for information on Film Forever. 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/about-bfi/policy-strategy/film-forever
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Festivals offer enhanced opportunities for audiences to engage with a wide 

diversity of British and international stories, celebrating and reflecting the 

rich diversity of life in the UK and beyond. They provide an environment 

which stimulates debate around, and engagement with, this broad range of 

film and film culture. With the experiential and event driven nature of many 

festivals, they also have a particular appeal to younger audiences, and have 

the potential to enrich the activities and learning opportunities that will be 

offered by our 5-19 Film Education Scheme. 

 

Film festivals have a strong role to play in supporting independent British 

filmmaking.  Primarily they offer a public showcase of work that might not 

otherwise be seen by audiences, and they raise the profile of British film 

across the UK and internationally. Festivals can also facilitate important 

networking opportunities and provide connections to the international 

marketplace.   

 

Additionally, festivals are well-placed to take advantage of our strategy to 

make film heritage more widely available. Access to our rich film heritage will 

aid festivals to create distinctive programming strands offering audiences 

regionally and thematically specific material, challenging assumptions, and 

enabling the contextualisation of British films and talent. 

 

3. The Film Festival Fund 

 

This Fund is aimed at supporting a broad range of audience facing film festival 

activity in the UK; from community provision to sustaining the ambition and 

reach of those festivals which are of UK or international significance.  We 

wish to support greater sustainability of the sector, encouraging new 

initiatives and ideas around film festivals, and to incentivise film festivals to 

work together and to engage with the film sector more widely through the BFI 

Film Audience Network.2 

 

This fund is open to film festivals across the UK.  However, given the 

existence of alternative funding schemes run by our partners in the nations - 

Northern Ireland Screen, Creative Scotland and Film Agency for Wales - 

the BFI will prioritise festivals which are based in England.  In certain 

circumstances, where it is clear that an allocation of funding from the BFI can 

achieve added value, we may provide additional support for festivals based 

elsewhere in the UK. Such festivals will need to demonstrate support from 

their agency and provide a statement which makes the case for BFI funding - 

as outlined in more detail in the Guidelines for Applicants. 

 

 Please note that the BFI’s own film festivals – BFI Flare: London LGBT Film 

Festival  and the London Film Festival are not funded through the Film 

Festival Fund as they are supported through the BFI and other resources.  

                                                           
2 See http://www.bfi.org.uk/film-audience-network  for information on the BFI FAN  

http://www.bfi.org.uk/film-audience-network
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4. Objectives 

 

Reflecting our strategic priorities for 2013-17, the BFI Film Festival Fund seeks 

to ensure:  

 

 greater audience choice and a more diverse range  of film content 

 increased and more diverse audiences for specialised and independent 

British film 

 enhanced audience engagement with film culture  

 contribution to and engagement with the work of the BFI Film Audience 

Network 

 engagement with underserved audiences 

 alignment with the BFI’s and other film education initiatives such as 

IntoFilm 

 alignment to the BFI’s Unlocking Film Heritage strategy3 

 a positive profile for UK film on the international stage  

 greater industry networking opportunities and connections to the 

international marketplaceoptimised sponsorship potential using Lottery 

funds as leverage 

 sustainability after this Fund comes to an end in 2017.   

 

We intend to support a portfolio of film festivals across the UK which delivers 

a vibrant and diverse range of specialised and independent British film, 

showcasing a complementary range of genre specialisms and reaching diverse 

audiences.  

 

We will prioritise those film festivals which can demonstrate year on year 

increase in reach and growth, which offer a high quality cultural programme 

and which provide audiences with enhanced opportunities to engage with 

specialised and independent British cinema.  

 

5. Levels of Funding 

 

There are many film festivals held in the UK each year, ranging in size, 

ambition, focus and type. The BFI recognises that all types of film festivals, 

regardless of scale, can make a valuable contribution to both the local and 

wider cultural, social and economic environment. However, the BFI will only 

be able to support a proportion of these festivals and the level of funding 

available to individual festivals will necessarily vary depending on their scale 

and significance.   

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3
 See www.bfi.org.uk/supporting-uk-film/funding-organisations/unlocking-film-heritage-digitisation-fund for 

information on Unlocking Film Heritage  

http://www.bfi.org.uk/supporting-uk-film/funding-organisations/unlocking-film-heritage-digitisation-fund
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Strand 1 

 

Funding will be available for activity taking place during the next scheduled 

edition of your film festival and applications should be based on a single year 

award from the BFI. We may, at the panel’s sole discretion, elect to offer 

funding for multiple years, but this would be the exception and we would 

request the submission of additional information before such a decision is 

taken.   

 

Strand 2 
 

Funding may be available for multiple editions of a festival where there is 

evidence that a festival strongly delivers against all the BFI Film Festival Fund 

objectives, has a clear strategic plan and strong partnership funding in place 

for the full period of funding, and  includes healthy box office projections.  As 

a guide, funding allocations will be based on how well the festival can 

demonstrate substantial international significance and industry engagement 

as well as good audience reach.   

 

6. Access to Funding 

 

The Film Festival Fund will have a biannual call for applications. Applications 

to either Strand can be made to either call for applications.  

 

Detailed Guidelines for Applicants, including the full timetable for the 

scheme, are available to download from the BFI website at 

www.bfi.org.uk/filmfestivalfund.  When making an application, please take 

note of the deadline and decision dates as we cannot fund festivals 

retrospectively.   

 
 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/filmfestivalfund

