
BFI Neighbourhood Cinema: TOURING FUND 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 Can I discuss my ideas with someone before I make an application? 

In the first instance, please read the guidelines for BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Touring Fund and 

these FAQs. We also recommend that you read the UK Audience Network for Film: An Overview 

document (PDF). If you would like to discuss the eligibility of your project after you have read these 

documents please email bfineighbourhood@bfi.org.uk . 

 

 What information do I need to include in the application? 

Please refer to the guidelines for advice on completing the application form. You are also required to 

attach supporting documentation, details of which can be found on 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/neighbourhoodtouring. 

 

 How do I check the status of my current application? 

We will send you an acknowledgment email within 2 weeks of the application closing date. Due to 

the high volume of applications, we will be unable to respond to individual application status queries 

during the processing period. Please see the timetable http://www.bfi.org.uk/neighbourhoodtouring  for 

details on our processing times. 

 

 How can I log in to my account? 

You can log in to your account by using the account login link https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_772/. 

Logging into your account allows you to access your in-progress or submitted application. If you do 

not have an account you will be asked to register for one prior to starting your application. 

 

 What kinds of projects will be funded through BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Touring Fund 

This Fund is aimed at supporting a broad range of touring cinema initiatives with the overall aim of 

creating regular British and Specialist film watching activity by communities in socially, 

geographically or economically hard to reach areas.  Projects could include for example; a touring 

cinema wishing to extend to 6 new venues in an underserved county, a touring cinema wishing to 

increase the programming of British & Specialist film in their existing venues or a touring cinema 

wishing to undertake some audience development work in their existing network. Please see the 

guidelines for more information.  

 

 Can I apply for funding for a single venue?  

Unfortunately not, this fund is aimed at touring initiatives taking place in more than 1 venue. Single 

organisations with a proven film audience can apply to the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment 

Fund for equipment to aid the screenings.  

 

 What is the definition of underserved?  

For the purposes of the Touring Fund the BFI definition of underserved is an area that currently lacks 

any film provision or an area that has access to mainstream film only. 
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 Can Lottery funds be used as match i.e. Awards for All? 
Yes.   

 
 Is the project end date fixed or is there some flexibility? 

The project can be up to 12 months long but should be completed within 18 months of the Award. 
 
 Do applicants need to gather evidence of interest before securing funding?    

Applicants must provide a letter/petition from a community to say they’re interested in getting 
something up and running or demonstrate that a community doesn’t currently have a cinema nearby 
and have expressed interest in having one. 

 
 Would written expressions of interest suffice as confirmation of new groups?  Do we need written 

confirmation from every partner?  
A written confirmation is required from each community you are intending to work with. A template 

for this can be found on http://www.bfi.org.uk/neighbourhoodtouring. 
 
 What if they don’t do monthly screenings?  Some venues do throughout the year, but not on a 

monthly basis.   
If it’s not at least monthly then it starts to feel like an event/pop-up cinema which is not what we’re 
trying to achieve.  Applicants must demonstrate regular activity although this may not be for every 
month as we understand that some venues are unable to screen in summer months due to lack of 
blackout blinds. We would want a community to at least be screening films from September to April.  

   
 Budget - do we have to provide a budget for the whole scheme or only provide for the new area 

of work?  
You only need to provide a budget for the new area of work, but we’d like to see the figures for the 
whole scheme if expenditure is paying for a proportion of staff cost. 

 

 Do I have to be a member of the Film Audience Network (FAN) through one of the Film Hub Lead 

Organisations to be eligible to apply?  

We would expect applicants to be aware of, and working with, their FAN, but this is not a 

requirement of funding.  

 

 What can awards from the Touring Fund be used for? 

Primarily funding can be used for marketing, screenings, staffing, training and events but not for 

large capital purchases.  

 

 What equipment can be purchased? Will the fund cover DCP?  

Small equipment necessary for delivery of the project can be included in the application.  However, 

the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Fund is limited and unfortunately cannot fund DCP. Please refer to 

the guidelines for more details on what our funding can and can’t be used for. 

 

 Will there be another fund next year?  If I have already received an award through this Fund, can 

I apply again in the next round?  

Yes, as long as the activity is in a new area and you meet the guidelines.    

 

 Can I request feedback if I am unsuccessful?  

Please email bfineighbourhood@bfi.org.uk for feedback on your application.  

 

 My question has not been answered here. How do I contact you? 

Please email bfineighbourhood@bfi.org.uk. 
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