
   
 

 

 
 

David Oyelowo (A United Kingdom, Queen of Katwe)  

headlines BLACK STAR Symposium  

at BFI London Film Festival  
 

with confirmed speakers to include filmmakers and actors 

Amma Asante (A United Kingdom, LFF 2016); Noel Clarke (Brotherhood, in UK 

cinemas now); Julie Dash (Daughters Of The Dust, LFF 2016); Barry Jenkins 

(Moonlight, LFF 2016) 

 

and confirmed industry speakers to include: 

Karen Blackett (Chairwoman, MediaCom), Ramy El-Bergamy (On-Screen Diversity 

Executive, Channel 4), Ben Roberts (Director, BFI Film Fund), Heather Stewart (Creative 

Director, BFI) 

 

LONDON – For release 0900 GMT, Monday 12 September, 2016: The 60th BFI London Film Festival 

in partnership with American Express® announces that highly acclaimed British actor and producer 

David Oyelowo will be the lead speaker at this year’s Festival’s headline industry event, the Black 

Star Symposium on Thursday, 6 October at BFI Southbank.   

 

Oyelowo will be launching the Black Star Symposium the morning after the Festival opens with the 

European Premiere of Amma Asante’s eagerly-anticipated A United Kingdom, in which he stars, and 

he will be joined by British and international actors, filmmakers and thought-leaders to explore why 

opportunities for black actors to shine on screen in the US and the UK remain limited, and debate 

what more can be done to effect positive change. 

 



   
 

David Oyelowo, who also stars in the Festival’s Virgin Atlantic Gala presentation of Mira Nair’s 

Queen of Katwe (European Premiere), is a passionate and articulate advocate for changing the 

framework of opportunities for black talent and for reversing the historical lack of recognition for 

their achievements.  

 

David Oyelowo said "I'm really hopeful we're about to segue from talking about diversity to actually 
doing it." 
 

The LFF Black Star Symposium heralds the UK’s biggest celebration of black screen actors and the 

BFI’s cultural focus for 2016 – BFI BLACK STAR – launching immediately after the Festival and 

celebrating the achievements of black actors from the earliest years of cinema through to current 

icons. http://www.bfi.org.uk/black-star 

 

BFI RESEARCH 

The BFI’s Creative Director Heather Stewart will also be unveiling the first phase of new and ground-

breaking research at the Symposium about the representation of black actors in British films. The 

first findings focus on films released in the UK over the past ten years (2006-2016).  

 

Heather Stewart said: “We are working towards a complete data set from the beginnings of British 

cinema to today, to understand what has changed both on screen and behind the camera. We want 

to make the data available – as both a tool and a mirror – for everyone who is in a position to say 

‘yes’ to new creativity and new opportunities. It will help shape what funders, policy makers, 

producers, directors and writers think about when they are making decisions in a world where 

audiences hope for so much more than they are offered.”  

LFF BLACK STAR SYMPOSIUM DISCUSSION PANELS 

Following David Oyelowo’s opening address, guest filmmakers and film industry leaders will take 

part in two panel discussions:  

 

The first panel will focus on the opportunities available to, and the obstacles faced by, black actors in 

the US and the UK; the types of roles and the kinds of stories being told; the politics vs. the reality of 

‘colour-blind’ casting; and the differences between the film and TV sectors in the respective 

territories. The second panel will discuss development and green-lighting barriers, consider how to 

stimulate change within media agencies, funding bodies and production companies and examine 

whether more diverse and inclusive creative and management teams lead to a wider variety of 

productions and more representative stories on-screen.  

LFF BLACK STAR SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS  

London-born writer and director Amma Asante, whose film A United Kingdom starring David 

Oyelowo and Rosamund Pike has its European Premiere as the Festival’s Opening Gala, has 

championed a vision for making more diverse stories.  A United Kingdom is the true story of Seretse 

Khama, King of Bechuanaland (modern Botswana), and Ruth Williams, the London office worker he 

married in 1947 in the face of fierce opposition from their families and the British and South African 

governments. Her first film A Way of Life (LFF 2004) offered a chilling insight into racism whilst five 

young adolescents struggle to cling to their dreams.    Belle told the story of Dido Elizabeth Belle, 



   
 

born in the West Indies and the illegitimate mixed-race daughter of the nephew of William Murray, 

the First Earl of Mansfield and Lord Chief Justice of England.    

 

Actor, producer and director Noel Clarke is one of the UK’s leading stars of British film and television 

production spanning the BBC’s blockbuster series Doctor Who to indie films including 4.3.2.1 and Sex 

& Drugs & Rock & Roll.   As a screenwriter Clarke’s ‘hood’ trilogy Kidulthood, Adulthood and 

Brotherhood (which he also directed and is currently in release in the UK) broke new ground in 

reflecting British urban youth culture. 

 

Julie Dash is a filmmaker, author and member of the LA Rebellion film movement of African and 

African-American filmmakers who graduated from AFI (American Film institute’s conservatory) and 

also UCLA and created a black cinema alternative to Hollywood. Her first feature Daughters of the 

Dust (1991), a poignant portrait of three generations of Gullah women (descendants of West African 

slaves) at the turn of the 20th century, was the first feature-length film by an African-American 

woman released theatrically in the US and the UK (where it was distributed by the BFI).  Daughters… 

is hugely influential to this day and is seen as one of the key inspirations for the film work that 

accompanied Beyonce’s Lemonade, and in 2004 it was inducted into the National Film Registry.  A 

new restoration – courtesy of the UCLA Film & Television Archive – is being presented at the LFF in 

association with Mobo Film. 

 

Barry Jenkins is the writer and director of Moonlight, which focuses on the universal themes of 

finding oneself and overcoming adversity in black America today. His first film, Medicine for 

Melancholy (LFF 2008), earned him many fans, including Brad Pitt who is an executive producer on 

Moonlight. Screening in Official Competition at the LFF, Jenkins’ sophomore film is highly anticipated 

as the industry looks to the awards season.   

David Oyelowo stars in both the Festival’s Opening Night film Amma Asante’s A United Kingdom 

(European Premiere) and it’s Virgin Atlantic Gala presentation of Mira Nair’s Queen of Katwe 

(European Premiere). Oyelowo is a classically trained actor who made his mark on the world cinema 

stage as Martin Luther King Jr. in the Oscar®-nominated drama Selma, directed by Ava DuVernay and 

produced by Oprah Winfrey and Brad Pitt’s Plan B.  He has also starred in Christopher Nolan’s 

Interstellar, J.C. Chandor’s A Most Violent Year, Simon Brand’s Default and Lee Daniels’ The Butler.  

He has most recently starred in and produced Paramount’s true-life crime thriller Captive and the 

recently released independent drama, Five Nights In Maine. On stage as Henry V, he was also the 

first black actor to play an English king for the Royal Shakespeare Company and his television 

performances include the BAFTA award-winning Spooks, HBO’s Five Days, ABC’s A Raisin in the Sun 

and Small Island for which he was won the Royal Television Society Award for Best Actor starring 

opposite Naomie Harris. 

 

Also participating in the Symposium are Karen Blackett OBE (Chairwoman, MediaCom UK) who 

has been instrumental not only in the success of MediaCom, the largest media agency in the UK,  but 

in championing diversity throughout the advertising and media industry and recently  was named as 

one of the Evening Standards Progress 1000, London’s most influential people of 2015;  Ramy El-

Bergamy (On-Screen Diversity Executive, Channel 4), who has worked in the independent 

television across a broad range of programmes and genres including Big Brother and The Voice and 



   
 

is focusing on ensuring the best people are being recruited onscreen for Channel 4 programmes 

from the widest possible pool across all genres; Ben Roberts the BFI’s Director of the Film Fund 

which has supported films including A United Kingdom, Belle and Half Of A Yellow Sun; and Heather 

Stewart, Creative Director of the BFI who auspiced the Black Star programme and the 

accompanying research project. 

 

The BLACK STAR Symposium will be attended by guests from across the British film industry 

including producers, directors, writers, commissioners, financiers, distributors and exhibitors as well 

as international filmmakers attending the LFF.    

 

Clare Stewart, Festival Director, BFI London Festival said, “I am delighted that David Oyelowo and 

his esteemed colleagues are joining us for this agenda-setting symposium. We want to amplify the 

ambitions and the purpose of the Black Star programme at the Festival, not only to celebrate black 

acting achievements, but to ask the searching questions that underpin this season. Questions about 

opportunity and aspiration, about the power to decide. Questions that have become increasingly 

urgent over the course of this year, intensified by the Black Lives Matter movement and by world 

events, including those closer to home.” 

 

This year’s Black Star Symposium follows 2015’s hugely successful Global Symposium on Gender in 

Media, in partnership with The Geena Davis Institute and Women in Film and TV, with Geena Davis 

delivering a keynote speech raising the agenda internationally on the lack of gender balance in front 

of, and behind the camera, in the film and TV industries and the importance of committing to 

strategies for positive change. 

 

BFI DIVERSITY STANDARDS 

In 2015 BFI Diversity Standards were introduced across all Film Fund Lottery funding schemes 

including film development, production, distribution and audience development. Underpinning the 

BFI Diversity Standards is a new BFI definition of diversity, applicable across all BFI Lottery funded 

projects: to recognise and acknowledge the quality and value of difference. BFI Diversity Standards 

are an extension and enhancement of the BFI’s ground-breaking Three Ticks initiative, launched in 

September 2014, with the pledge that the projects we fund should reflect the society we live in, 

both in terms of the people employed and the stories they tell. For more information please visit 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/about-bfi/policy-strategy/diversity 

 

The Festival programme offers a range of events for public audiences and industry delegates 

including LFF Connects – a series of ground-breaking and thought-provoking talks and events which 

showcase talent and stimulate new collaborations and ideas between filmmakers and creative 

leaders. This year’s LFF Connects welcomes eight-time Oscar® winner Dennis Muren, David Vickery 

and Kevin Jenkins from Industrial Light & Magic; games writer and director David Cage; Australia 

artist Lynette Wallworth,; Black Mirror creators Charlie Brooker, Annabel Jones and director Joe 

Wright; and music performers Liam Young, Forest Swords, Takasho Makino Simon Fisher Turner, DJ 

Yoda and Reeps One. This year’s popular Screen Talks will be with filmmakers Werner Herzog, Paul 

Verhoeven and Ben Wheatley with more to be announced in the lead-up to the Festival. 

 



   
 

BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL BLACK STAR SYMPOSIUM  
 
THURSDAY OCTOBER 6 - 09:00-13:00 VENUE: NFT1, BFI SOUTHBANK 

 
Festival Information & Ticket Booking 

Purchase Festival tickets online at bfi.org.uk/lff, by phone from 10:00-20:30 daily at +44 (0)20 7928 3232, or 

visit the BFI Southbank Box Office 11:00-20:30. BFI Members’ priority booking opens 10.00, 8 September - join 

at bfi.org.uk/join; Public booking opens 10.00, 15 September. 

 

Social Media: 

@BFI |#LFF 

Facebook.com/londonfilmfestival 

- Ends- 

PRESS CONTACTS 

 

Judy Wells, Head of Press and PR, BFI  

Judy.Wells @bfi.org.uk 

020 957 8919 / 07984 180 501  

 

Tina McFarling, Media Advisor, Corporate, Partnerships & Industry 

Tina.McFarling@bfi.org.uk 

020 7957 4797 / 07879 421 578 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

About the BFI 

The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment in which 

innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in creative, distinctive and entertaining 

work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world   

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 

 

The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for film. The BFI serves a public role which 

covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects of film in the UK. It delivers this role: 

 As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government 

 By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK 

 By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK. 

 

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. 

The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Josh Berger CBE. 

BFI London Film Festival    

http://www.bfi.org.uk/lff
http://www.bfi.org.uk/join
mailto:judy.wells@bfi.org.uk
mailto:Tina.McFarling@bfi.org.uk


   
 

BFI London Film Festival is Britain's leading film event and one of the world's best film festivals. It introduces the finest new 
British and international films to an expanding London and UK-wide audience and attracts significant international film 
industry participation. LFF is a compelling combination of red carpet glamour, friendly audiences and vibrant exchange. LFF 
provides an essential profiling opportunity for films seeking global success; promotes the careers of British and 
international filmmakers through its industry and awards programmes and positions London as the world’s leading creative 
city. 
 
BFI BLACK STAR 
BLACK STAR is the UK’s biggest ever season of film and television dedicated to celebrating the range, versatility and power 
of black actors. BLACK STAR celebrates the relationship between stars and the audiences who love them, spotlighting great 
performances by black actors on screen from the earliest years of cinema through to the present day, whilst exploring why 
opportunities to shine on screen have been historically limited for black actors. BLACK STAR celebrates films that feature 
black actors in central roles, bringing their work to a new generation of UK audiences and helping to reposition them and 
their performances in our collective memory. BLACK STAR launches across the UK, at BFI Southbank, on BFI Player and on 
DVD from October 17th 2015.  
 
Clare Stewart biography 
Clare Stewart’s 20 year programming career has encompassed leadership roles as Festival Director, Sydney Film Festival 
(2006-2011) and the inaugural Head of Film Programs at the Australian Centre for the Moving Image in Melbourne (2002-
2006) as well as various roles at the Australian Film Institute (1996-2001), including Exhibition Manager, and programmer 
and Committee Member of the Melbourne Cinémathèque (1995-2002). She has been BFI Head of Festivals and BFI London 
Film Festival Director since October 2011. 
 
About American Express®  
American Express is a diversified worldwide travel, financial and network services company founded in 1850. It is a leader 
in charge and credit cards, Travellers Cheques, travel and insurance products.  
 
Through American Express Invites, Cardmembers have access to enriched experiences at some of the UK’s most sought 
after entertainment events, including best seats, exclusive offers and early-on-sale tickets. The company has multi - year 
partnerships with a range of entertainment institutions including AEG, Live Nation, Ticketmaster, Somerset House, The 
British Film Institute and National Theatre.  
 
For more detail on the enriched service American Express offers its Cardmembers, please visit 
americanexpress.co.uk/whyamex or connect with AmericanExpressUK on Facebook or Twitter @AmexUK 

http://www.americanexpress.co.uk/whyamex

