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Venice Golden Lion winner FROM AFAR by Lorenzo Vigas  

and Laurie Anderson’s HEART OF A DOG added to LFF programme 
 

         
 

The 59th BFI London Film Festival in partnership with American Express® is pleased to confirm the programme 
additions of FROM AFAR (Desde Allá) the shattering feature debut from Venezuelan writer-director Lorenzo Vigas, 
which won the Golden Lion at the Venice Film Festival, and of multidisciplinary artist Laurie Anderson’s deeply 
personal, lyrical and compelling film HEART OF A DOG. 

 

FROM AFAR (Desde Allá) will screen in the Festival’s Dare strand on Sunday 11 October at 18.30 and Saturday 17 

October at 15.15 at BFI Southbank. 

  

Wealthy middle-aged Armando (Alfredo Castro) lures young men to his home with money. He doesn’t want to touch, 

only watch from a strict distance. He also follows an elderly businessman with whom he seems to have had a 

traumatic relationship. Armando’s first encounter with street thug Elder (Luis Silva) is violent, but this doesn’t 

discourage the lonely man’s fascination with the tough handsome teenager. Financial interest keeps Elder visiting 

him regularly and an unexpected intimacy emerges. But Armando’s haunted past looms large, and Elder commits the 

ultimate act of affection on Armando’s behalf. Set in Caracas’ chaotic lower class communities, Vigas’ turbulent story 

reveals the complex bond between two men worlds apart. 

 

Written and directed by Lorenzo Vigas, produced by Guillermo Arriaga (21 Grams), Michel Franco (Chronic – LFF 

2015) and Gabriel Ripstein (600 Miles). With Alfredo Castro, Luis Silva, Jericó Montilla. International Sales: Celluloid 

Dreams 

 

HEART OF A DOG will screen in the Festival’s Love strand on Wednesday 14 October at BFI Southbank at 21:00 with 

Laurie Anderson in attendance for Q&A. 

 

Anderson will also participate in LFF Connects the Festival’s new series of thought-provoking and high-impact talks 

intended to stimulate new collaborations and ideas by exploring how film engages with other creative industries. LFF 

Connects: Performance/Music with Laurie Anderson will take place at BFI Southbank on Thursday 15 October at 

12:45. 



 

HEART OF A DOG is Laurie Anderson’s cinematic journey through love, death and language. Centering on Anderson’s 

beloved rat terrier Lolabelle, who died in 2011, HEART OF A DOG is a personal essay that weaves together childhood 

memories, video diaries, philosophical musings on data collection, surveillance culture and the Buddhist conception 

of the afterlife, and heartfelt tributes to the artists, writers, musicians and thinkers who inspire her.  

 

Fusing her own witty, inquisitive narration with original violin compositions, hand-drawn animation, 8mm home 

movies and artwork culled from exhibitions past and present, Anderson creates a hypnotic, collage-like visual 

language out of the raw materials of her life and art, examining how stories are constructed and told – and how we 

use them to make sense of our lives. 

 

Written and directed by Laurie Anderson and produced by Dan Janvey and Laurie Anderson, HEART OF A DOG is a 

Canal Street Communications Production in association with ARTE France – La Lucarne, HBO Documentary Films and 

Field Office Films. International Sales: Celluloid Dreams 
 

LFF Connects: Performance/Music - Thursday 15 October at 12:45. 

Laurie Anderson is one of America’s most renowned – and daring – creative pioneers, best known for her multimedia 

presentations and innovative use of technology. As writer, director, visual artist and vocalist she has created ground-

breaking works that span the worlds of art, theatre and experimental music. HEART OF THE DOG is her first feature 

since the 1986 concert movie Home of the Brave. With it, she bursts open the conventions of the documentary 

format and the essay film, distilling her key signatures and themes, among them the use of multimedia elements, a 

fascination with language, and an engagement with technology. She joins LFF Connects to talk about her creative 

approach to filmmaking and how it intersects with art, performance and music. 

 

 

The 59th BFI London Film Festival in partnership with American Express® runs from Wednesday 7 October to Sunday 

18 October.  Full programme information at www.bfi.org.uk/lff   

 

...ends... 

 

Press information about the 59
th

 BFI London Film Festival:     

 

Press Accreditation & General Enquiries    lffpress@premiercomms.com  Tel: +44 20 7292 8330 

 

Rupert Goodwin   Senior Account Director  Rupert.goodwin@premiercomms.com  

Mia Farrell  Senior Publicist – Print   Mia.Farrell@premiercomms.com  

Hannah Tatum  Senior Publicist – Broadcast Hannah.Tatum@premiercomms.com  

Sanam Jehanfard  Senior Publicist – Online  Sanam.jehanfard@premiercomms.com 

 

Festival Information & Ticket Booking 

BFI Members’ priority booking opens 10.00am, 10 September - join at www.bfi.org.uk/join    

Public booking opens 10.00am, 17 September 

Telephone Bookings: 020 7928 3232 between 10:00 – 20:30 

Online: www.bfi.org.uk/lff    

In person: BFI Southbank Office: 11:00 – 20:30 
 

 

Notes to Editors 

About the BFI  

The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment in which innovation, 
opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in creative, distinctive and entertaining work  
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 Promoting British film and talent to the world   

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 

  

The BFI London Film Festival    

BFI London Film Festival is Britain's leading film event and one of the world's best film festivals. It introduces the finest new 
British and international films to an expanding London and UK-wide audience and attracts significant international film industry 
participation. LFF is a compelling combination of red carpet glamour, friendly audiences and vibrant exchange. LFF provides an 
essential profiling opportunity for films seeking global success; promotes the careers of British and international filmmakers 
through its industry and awards programmes and positions London as the world’s leading creative city. 

Twitter - @bfi #lff 

Facebook - facebook.com/londonfilmfestival  

 

Clare Stewart biography 

Clare Stewart’s twenty year programming career has encompassed leadership roles as Festival Director, Sydney Film Festival 
(2006-2011) and the inaugural Head of Film Programs at the Australian Centre for the Moving Image in Melbourne (2002-2006) 
as well as various roles at the Australian Film Institute (1996-2001), including Exhibition Manager, and programmer and 
Committee Member of the Melbourne Cinémathèque (1995-2002). She has been BFI Head of Cinemas and Festivals since 
October 2011. 

   
  

About American Express® Company 

American Express is a diversified worldwide travel, financial and network services company founded in 1850. It is a leader in 
charge and credit cards, Travellers Cheques, travel and insurance products.  

Through American Express Invites, Cardmembers have access to enriched experiences at some of the UK’s most sought after 
entertainment events, including best seats, exclusive offers and early-on-sale tickets. The company has multi - year partnerships 
with a range of entertainment institutions including AEG, Live Nation, Ticketmaster, Somerset House, The British Film Institute 
and National Theatre.  

For more detail on the enriched service American Express offers its Cardmembers, please visit www.amex.co.uk/potential or 
connect with AmericanExpressUK on Facebook or Twitter @AmexUK 

 

http://www.amex.co.uk/potential

