
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sci-Fi: Days of Fear and Wonder music events at BFI Southbank  
With Afrika Bambaataa, DJ Yoda, The Radiophonic Workshop  John Foxx, 

Steve D’Agostino, Charlotte Hatherley and Roly Porter 
 

 
 
Music is a planet-size part of almost all great Sci-Fi films and will play a major role in the BFI’s Sci-Fi 
blockbuster, Days of Fear and Wonder this autumn. BFI Southbank will draw on the tradition of 
music in science fiction with a selection of world premieres, screenings and events throughout 
November and December each complete with special guests and rare and unique live musical 
performances. 
 
Stuart Brown BFI’s Head of Events says: 
 

The BFI's major Sci-Fi project, Days of Fear and Wonder has inspired an exciting 
Sonic Cinema programme at BFI Southbank.  
 
                                                          films set against the 
vastness of space or the brooding electronically synthesised soundtracks applied 
to the dystopian Sci-Fi of the 70s and 80s, the genre has inspired some of the 
most iconic film music ever written.   
 
We're presenting a series of premieres and events from British artists who are 
exploring and the celebrating this tradition through live cinema. 

 
For the World Premiere of DJ Yoda Goes to the Sci-Fi Movies, the BFI have teamed up with DJ Yoda, 
one of the world’s finest manipulators of music and moving image, to embark on a cut, paste, 
scratch and mix odyssey into science fiction to boldly take audiences where no audience has gone 
before. 
 
November also sees the World Premiere of Evidence of Time Travel with a remarkable audio-visual 
performance led by John Foxx and Steve D‘Agostino to compliment the haunting visuals by Karborn. 
Songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, producer and composer Charlotte Hatherley will be performing 
her heart-pounding soundtrack to The Last Man (2014); this post-apocalyptic short film – written 



and directed by Gavin Rothery, known for his visual effects work on Duncan Jones’ Moon – follows a 
lone soldier as he journeys through a haunting wasteland, desperately searching for signs of life.  In 
the special event Sonic Cinema Presents…. Taking place on Friday 21 November, expect an expertly 
curated series of live audio-visual performances navigating bass rumbles, glitches, beats and bleeps 
in a dazzling cinematic voyage followed by a special sci-fi club night hosted by DJ Jonny Trunk in the 
Benugo bar.  
 
December sees the BFI welcoming legendary musical pioneer, Afrika Bambaataa, to discuss 
Afrofuturism, cinema, music and more with DJ, musician and filmmaker Don Letts. Also in 
conversation will be the Academy Award® Winning British film composer Steven Price. To celebrate 
the BFI DVD release of the re mastered and rarely seen The Boy From Space (1971), Sonic Cinema in 
December kicks off with a 70mm screening of the film followed by a panel discussion and Q&A with 
The BBC Radiophonic Workshop who will, later in the day, take the themes of Days of Fear and 
Wonder to perform a unique live set that highlights their seminal work in TV and radio and their 
influence on electronic music in the UK. The month is rounded off with another World Premiere, this 
time in conjunction with London Sinfonietta who, with Sonic Cinema, presents: Blue Touch Paper: 
Alternative Visions, a meeting of sci-fi inspired new music and film featuring emerging composers 
and students of the Performance Design and Practice course at Central Saint Martins. 
 

– ENDS – 
 
For interview requests and further information, please contact: 
 
Liz Parkinson – Press Officer (Acting), BFI Southbank 
liz.parkinson@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8918  
 
Tim Mosley – Press Officer, BFI Southbank 
tim.mosley@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8986 
 
Emma Hewitt – Head of Press and PR (Acting) 
emma.hewitt@bfi.org.uk / 020 7173 3256 
 
 
Listings: 
World Premiere: DJ Yoda Goes to the Sci-Fi Movies 
The BFI have teamed up with one of the world’s finest manipulators of music and moving image to embark on 
a cut, paste, scratch and mix odyssey into science fiction. Once described by Q magazine as ‘one of ten DJs to 
see before you die’, DJ Yoda pioneered a new art form when he used his virtuoso turntable skills to sample 
film and TV to create intricate and highly-entertaining audiovisual collages. Join us, as Captain Yoda boldy 
takes us where no audience has gone before! 
Tickets £16, concs £12 (Members pay £1.50 less) 
Sat 15 Nov 19:00 NFT1 
Sat 15 Nov 21:00 NFT1 
 
Sonic Cinema Presents... 
Drawing on the tradition of electronic music in science fiction and the genre’s preoccupation with time, on Fri 
21 Nov we present an evening of musical and temporal dissonance – a specially curated series of live 
audiovisual performances which explore the theme of ‘Days of Fear and Wonder.’ Expect to navigate bass 
rumbles, glitches, beats and bleeps during this cinematic voyage into an unknown dystopian future. For those 
of you curious enough to cross the final frontier, DJ Jonny Trunk will be hosting a special sci-fi club night in the 
benugo bar from 10pm ‘til late. 
Curated by Stuart Brown and Tim Stevens 
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UK Premiere: Paul Prudence: Cyclotone ll 
Paul Prudence is an audiovisual artist working with algorithmic and generative environments, and his work 
focuses on the ways in which sound, space and form can be cross-wired to create live cinematic experiences. 
In this UK premiere, Cyclotone ll takes conceptual cues from science, particle accelerators, aspects of space 
exploration and four-dimensional space. Future-proof sonic space helmets recommended.  
+ World Premiere: John Foxx, Steve D’Agostino and Karborn: Evidence of Time Travel 
We’re excited to present the world premiere of this new audiovisual performance led by John Foxx, a 
formidable talent and one of the UK’s most influential figures in electronic music. A unique investigation of the 
terrors and pleasures of temporal displacement, Evidence of Time Travel combines the sinister sonic 
architecture of Foxx and D’Agostino with Karborn’s haunting visuals. Join us as we’re thrust into an immersive, 
uniquely disturbing sci-fi future. 
Evidence Of Time Travel by John Foxx & Steve D'Agostino isout now LP, CD and digital download. Released 
by Metamatic Records. 
Tickets £16, concs £12. Joint ticket available with The Last Man event £24, concs £16 (Members pay £1.50 
less) 
Fri 21 Nov 19:00 NFT1 
 
The Last Man With Live Score by Charlotte Hatherley 
UK 2014. Dir Gavin Rothery. With Richard Glover. 21min  
This post-apocalyptic short film – written and directed by Gavin Rothery, known for his visual effects work on 
Duncan Jones’ Moon – follows a lone soldier as he journeys through a haunting wasteland, desperately 
searching for signs of life. Songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, producer and composer Charlotte Hatherley will 
be performing a live version of her heart-pounding soundtrack to the film.  
+ World Premiere: Gandahar with Live Score by Roly Porter 
France 1988. Dir René Laloux. With the voices of Glenn Close, Christopher Plummer, Pierre-Marie Escourrou. 
83min 
The BFI has reunited one of the UK’s most exciting composers to present a specially-commissioned live 
reescore of an extraordinary 80’s sci-fi animation, directed by the French surrealist animator René Laloux. Roly 
Porter came to prominence under the moniker ‘Vex’d’ alongside Kuedo with their post-rave dystopian 
electronica. Since 2010 they developed solo projects that, while very different in tone, shared themes of sci-fi.  
Tickets £16, concs £12. Joint ticket available with Cyclotone II £24, concs £16 (Members pay £1.50 less) 
Fri 21 Nov 21:15 NFT1 
 
The Boy From Space + Panel discussion and Q&A with The BBC Radiophonic Workshop 
BBC 1971. Dirs Maddalena Fagandini, Pat Farrington, Jill Glindon Reed, Paul Willey. With Sylvestra Le Touzel, 
Colin Mayes, Stephen Garlick. 70min edit 
To celebrate our BFI DVD release of the remastered and rarely seen The Boy from Space we present a specially 
edited 70min version of the series. Made by the BBC education department, The Boy From Space tells the story 
of two children who try to conceal an alien, and has since become legendary as one of the finest children’s 
series ever made. The eerie nature of the show was greatly assisted by the music and audio effects supplied by 
the BBC Radiophonic Workshop. The screening will be followed by a panel discussion with key Workshop 
figures Paddy Kingsland, Dr Dick Mills and Roger Limb, who provided the original music for this and many more 
TV series. We’ll also screen clips of other rarely seen series that the BFI is releasing such as The Changes and 
Out of The Unknown, and our special guests will demonstrate their working methods and how they 
contributed to these unique productions. 
Sat 6 Dec 13:00 NFT1 
 
Sonic Cinema Presents: Radiophonic Workshop Live 
TRT 75min 
Taking Days of Fear and Wonder as their theme, Radiophonic Workshop have created a unique set that 
highlights their seminal work in TV and radio and their influence on electronic music in the UK. Drawing on the 
principles of musique concréte, found sounds, early electronics, handmade synths and tape loops, the 
Workshop created the otherworldly soundtrack to many iconic shows, including Horizon, Quatermass, The 
H      k  ’  Gu d ... and Delia Derbyshire’s realisation of the iconic Doctor Who theme. Join us for a special 
evening of analogue history and frequencies from the future. 
Tickets £16, concs £12 (Members pay £1.50 less) 
Sat 6 Dec 18:00 NFT1 



 
Afrika Bambaataa in Conversation, Hosted by Don Letts 
Alongside Sun Ra and George Clinton, Afrika Bambaataa is one of the true Afrofuturist musical pioneers. He 
developed the electro-funk sound with ‘Planet Rock,’ the 1982 hip-hop track that infused 808 beats with a 
techno-pop futurism inspired by German electronic pioneers ‘Kraftwerk.’ Combining wrap-around sunglasses 
with Egyptian and native American headgear, Bambaataa rocked a look that perfectly matched the ‘outer 
space’ vibe of the new sound he’d created. He was a seminal Bronx DJ during the 70s, and – as one of the 
three main originators of breakbeat DJing – he become affectionately known as ‘The Godfather’ of hip-hop 
culture. Through his Universal Zulu Nation collective (which includes ‘De La Soul’,‘A Tribe Called Quest’ and 
‘The Jungle Brothers’), Bambaataa has helped spread black consciousness and hip-hop culture throughout the 
world with a message of peace, unity, love and having fun. We’re delighted to welcome this icon to the BFI 
stage to discuss Afrofuturism, cinema, music and more with DJ, musician and filmmaker Don Letts. 
Mon 1 Dec 18:20 NFT1 

 
 
BBC Radio 3’s Sound of Cinema 
Matthew Sweet presents an edition of Radio 3’s film music programme, and is in conversation with British film 
composer Steven Price. Price is known for his work on films such as Attack the Block, The World’s End and 
Gravity, for which he received an Academy Award for his breathtaking score. Together, they chart some of the 
seminal scores composed for British sci-fi movies, with a lavish array of aural illustrationsl This programme will 
be recorded for transmission on Sat 6 December as part of the BBC’s reflection on the BFI’s Sci-Fi: Days of Fear 
and Wonder Season. Free to attend, but tickets should be booked in advance 
Wed 3 Dec 16:30 NFT3 
 
Sonic Cinema and London Sinfonietta Present the World Premiere of Blue Touch Paper: Alternative Visions 
TRT 60min 
Sonic Cinema plays host to a meeting of sci-fi inspired new music and film. Five solo voyages into an audio-
visual future have been written by emerging composers Luke Styles, Chris Mayo, Benjamin Oliver, Jacob-
Thompson Bell and Deborah Pritchard. Each will be interpreted through films made by the students of the 
Performance Design and Practice course at Central Saint Martins, and accompanied live by the world 
renowned London Sinfonietta players. 
Tickets £10.45 
Wed 10 Dec 18:30 NFT3 

 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
About the BFI 
The BFI is the lead body for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment 
in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future 
generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK  

 Investing in creative, distinctive and entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world   

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 
 
SCI-FI: DAYS OF FEAR AND WONDER will be the BFI’s biggest season to date, with over 1000 
screenings of classic films and television programmes at over 200 locations across the UK.  It includes 
a three-month programme at BFI Southbank, from 20 October until 31 December 2014, with special 



events, guests and screenings right across the UK. With outdoor events at iconic British sites, classic 
Sci-Fi titles released into UK cinemas and on DVD and Blu-ray, 50+ films available online through BFI 
Player, a BFI Sci-Fi Compendium and much more, SCI-FI: DAYS OF FEAR AND WONDER, presented 
together with 02, will celebrate cinema’s most spectacular and visionary genre, exploring how the 
fear and wonder at its heart continues to inspire and enthral in one of the largest and most 
ambitious Sci-Fi projects ever created. 
 

www.bfi.org.uk/sci-fi  @BFI  #BFISciFi 
 

*** PICTURE DESK *** 
A selection of images and clips for journalistic use in can be found at www.image.net under  

BFI / Sci-Fi: Days of Fear and Wonder 
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