
 
 

TEAM CHANGES AT BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL AND  
BFI FLARE FOR 2018 EDITIONS 

Tricia Tuttle to become Artistic Director and Anne-Marie Flynn to become 
Managing Director as Festival Director Clare Stewart take year-long sabbatical 

in 2018 
 

LONDON – Friday 15th December 2017: The BFI Festivals team today reveals its new senior management 
structure for 2018 as Clare Stewart, BFI London Film Festival Director and BFI Head of Festivals takes a 
year-long sabbatical from January 2018. Making two internal promotions, Tricia Tuttle, currently the 
Deputy Head of Festivals, will become the LFF’s interim Artistic Director and Anne-Marie Flynn, 
currently Head of Business & Industry, will become the LFF’s interim Managing Director, both reporting 
to Heather Stewart, the BFI’s Creative Director. The BFI is also recruiting a temporary Programme and 
Filmmaker Services Manager to round out the wider Festivals’ team.  
  
Clare Stewart recently closed her sixth BFI London Film Festival which under her guardianship has 
been transformed following radical evolution. Changes such as a bold reinvention of the 
programme, shortening the Festival, adding UK-wide screenings and more headline galas and the recent 
introduction of a new temporary cinema at Embankment Gardens have resulted in dramatic audience 
growth, improved industry engagement and enhanced profile of the LFF internationally. The 2017 edition 
attracted London audiences of 180,900 with a significant increase in UK-wide attendances taking totals 
to 208,900, and the Festival welcomed over 900 international and British filmmakers to present their films 
in the programme. 
  
Tricia Tuttle and Anne-Marie Flynn, who will see their responsibilities increased to cover Stewart’s 
sabbatical, have been an integral part of this continued growth and success, both of BFI London Film 
Festival and BFI Flare: London LGBT Film Festival. Flynn will lead the Festival’s financial, business and 
strategic priorities as well overseeing its production, industry-facing activities and the LFF 
Awards. Tuttle’s focus will be leading on the overall programme, managing the programming and 
filmmaker teams for both Festivals, developing new and diverse audiences, maintaining and growing the 
Festival’s cultural success and being the public face of the Festivals. 
 
Clare Stewart, BFI Head of Festivals and Director of BFI London Film Festival, said: “Delivering both our 
Festivals has been a truly collaborative team effort and I am fortunate to work with hugely talented 
colleagues on LFF and Flare. Anne-Marie and Tricia have been instrumental in successfully implementing 
changes which have dramatically increased the reach and impact of LFF and Flare. I am incredibly proud 
of what we have achieved together and I am entirely confident they will provide strong leadership for BFI 
Festivals in the year ahead.” 
 
Heather Stewart, BFI’s Creative Director, said: “Over the past six years, Clare’s impact on our Festivals 
has been fantastic, particularly raising our game on the international stage and crucially increasing 
audiences in London and across the UK. It makes perfect sense for Anne-Marie and Tricia to step up. They 
are a fundamental part of the team and I am delighted they have taken on these new roles and additional 
responsibility. I wish Clare a fruitful and fulfilling sabbatical, and I also look forward to the opportunity to 
work more closely with Anne-Marie and Tricia.” 
 
Tricia Tuttle, Artistic Director of BFI Festivals, said: “BFI Flare and BFI LFF continue to attract eager, 
adventurous audiences who engage with our strong and diverse international programming and 



 
filmmakers love attending to present their work. The continued success of these Festivals is a testament 
to the terrific teams we have in place and we’ll look forward to delivering great editions with them in 
2018.” 
 
Anne-Marie Flynn, Managing Director of BFI Festivals, said: “We have been on a solid growth trajectory 
for some years now, and our international profile has never been greater, strengthened by our positioning 
at the start of the Awards season.  The Festival is unique, being run by the lead organisation for film in 
this country and that has enabled us to forge a strong industry programme with colleagues across the BFI 
and all sectors of the industry.   I’m very excited about building on those relationships with our industry 
partners and to working closely with Tricia and our great team to take the LFF forward next year.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  
 
About the BFI  
The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film 
environment in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by:  

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future   
generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in creative, distinctive 
and entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world  

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences  
  
The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for film. The BFI serves a 
public role which covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects of film in the UK. It delivers this 
role:   

 As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government  

 By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK  

 By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK.      
Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. The BFI Board of Governors 
is chaired by Josh Berger.  
 
The BFI London Film Festival  
BFI London Film Festival is Britain's leading film event and one of the world's best film festivals. It 
introduces the finest new British and international films to an expanding London and UK-wide audience 
and attracts significant international film industry participation. LFF is a compelling combination of 
diverse films, red carpet glamour, friendly audiences and vibrant exchange. LFF provides an essential 
profiling opportunity for films seeking global success; promotes the careers of British and international 
filmmakers through its industry and awards programmes and positions London as the world’s leading 
creative city.  
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About American Express® Company  
American Express is a diversified worldwide travel, financial and network services company founded in 
1850. It is a leader in charge and credit cards, Travellers Cheques, travel and insurance products.  
Through American Express Invites, Cardmembers have access to enriched experiences at some of the 
UK’s most sought after entertainment events, including best seats, exclusive offers and early-on-sale 
tickets. The company has multi - year partnerships with a range of entertainment institutions including 
AEG, Live Nation, Ticketmaster, Somerset House, the British Film Institute and National Theatre.  
 
For more detail on the enriched service American Express offers its Cardmembers, please visit 
www.amex.co.uk/potential or connect with AmericanExpressUK on Facebook or Twitter @AmexUK 
 
 


