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The Complete Humphrey Jennings 
Volume Two: Fires Were Started 
 
‘The only real poet that British cinema has produced’  
Lindsay Anderson 
 
For the first time, all of Humphrey Jennings’ remarkable films 
are being newly remastered to HD and released by the BFI on 
three volumes in Dual Format Editions. Volume Two gathers 
together five films from 1941 to 1943, including the iconic 
Words for Battle and Listen to Britain, that show Jennings at the 
peak of his tragically short but outstanding career. 

 
From the rousing call to arms of The Heart of Britain and Words for Battle to the poetic 
evocation of daily life during wartime in Listen to Britain and the powerfully resonating 
drama of Fires Were Started and The Silent Village, the films included in this volume offer 
a lyrical portrait of the nation at war and a moving celebration of Britishness. 
 
Widely considered to be one of Britain’s greatest filmmakers, Humphrey Jennings (1907–
1950) is best known for films which beautifully evoke everyday heroism in times of war and 
peace. Combining poetic observation and humanism with a subtle yet intense national 
feeling that is also very personal, Jennings was a visionary and progressive patriot. 
 
The Heart of Britain (1941) 
Words for Battle (1941) 
Listen to Britain (1941) 
Fires Were Started (1943) 
The Silent Village (1943) 
 
Special features 

 Presented in both High Definition and Standard Definition 
 This is England (1941, 10 mins): alternative cut of The Heart of Britain 
 I Was a Fireman (1943, 74 mins): Jennings’ original cut of Fires Were Started 
 40-page illustrated booklet with essays, film notes and biographies 

 
Patrick Russell, Senior Curator Non-Fiction, in the BFI National Archive will be available 
to talk about Humphrey Jennings and these films. Jennings’ biographer Kevin Jackson is 
also contactable. 

 

Release date: 23 April 2012 
RRP: £19.99 / cat. no. BFIB1120 / Cert E 

UK / 1941-1943 / black & white / English language with optional hard-of-hearing subtitles /  
138 mins / Original aspect ratio 1.33:1 / Disc 1: BD50 / 1080p / 24fps / PCM mono 2.0 audio 

(48k/24-bit) / Disc 2: DVD9 / PAL / Dolby Digital mono 2.0 audio (320kbps) 
Available from DVD retailers & BFI Filmstore Tel: 020 7815 1350 or www.bfi.org.uk/filmstore 

 
Press contact: Jill Reading, BFI Press Office 

Tel: (020) 7957 4759 or e-mail jill.reading@bfi.org.uk 
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