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A presentation and debate around ò Stories We Tell Ourselves ò, the UK Film Councilõs 

study of the cultural impact of film and its relevance to our lives , was held dur ing the  San 

Sebastian Film Festival  at the Kursaal in the Industry Club . It was hosted by the UK Film 

Council and the Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts.  

About 40 professionals attended the event from the  European film industry and allied 

areas including press, education, research and public policy.  

Ignasi Guardans, ICCA Director General, chaired the event. Mr Guardans , welcomed the 

audience and  gave an introduction,  stressing the significance of the study from a public 

policy perspective. The importance of films transcend their value to the economy and the 

jobs they create. To justify the investment of tax payers õ money films also need to be an 

investment in our cultural identity.  Films live in our collective memory  they help us 

communicat e to each and between the generations.  Spain is  known around the world by 

the images and stories of its  films.  Mr Guardans could see the value of an independent 

study into the cultural impact  of Spanish films to parallel the UK study .  

Introducing Carol Comley, Head of Strategic Development  at the UK Film Council , the 

chair  expressed his dismay about recent news that the UK Government  would b e closing 

the UK Film Council. He respected the UK Governmentõs right to make decisions on public 

policy but very much hoped that the industry and its professionals would be treated with 

due respect. He went on to introduce the panel, consisting of the  authors of the report , 

Ian Christie,  Professor of Film and Media History at Birkbeck College, London, Bertrand 

Mou llier, Senior Consultant , Narval Media and Silvia Angrisani , Media Consulting Group,  

together with Enrique Gonzalez Kuhn, Managing Director, Alta Films and Santos 

Zunzunegui, Film Critic and Historian .  

Carol Comley said that in 2007 , the Board of the UK  Film Council requested a study into 

the cultural impact of film to complement the economic impact studies  that had been 

produced when it had been working with Government to reform the UK tax relief for film 

production now worth £100 million  per year for British feature film .  It had a number of 

challenges: 

 Unlike the economic impact work, there was no agreed òoff the shelfó formula 

about how to measure cultural impact or agreement about whether or not it made 

any sense to talk about òmeasuring cultureó? 

 There was no agreed definition of what was meant by Culture  

 Any cultural impact study would need a sizeable budget, arguably more than 

economic impact studies  




