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A presentation and debate around Stories we tell ourselves, the UK Film CounciƭΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

cultural impact of film, was held at the Department of Theatre Film and Television, University of 

York, Heslington, York. The event was organised by the UKFilm Council, Screen Yorkshire and the 

University of York. 

Over 60 professionals attended the event including those from the film industry, education, press, 

public policy and postgraduate students .The event was followed by a reception and an optional tour 

of the 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ £24 million facilities, which include 2 theatres, two television studios, a 

large sound stage, production laboratories and extensive post- production facilities as well as a 

digital cinema 

Sally Joynson, Chief Executive, Screen Yorkshire, welcomed everyone. She acknowledged that 2011 

would be a challenging year for the British film industry. She observed that film was not only about 

the box office, inward investment or jobs, it was also highly valued because of the stories it tells, 

stories that affected us in so many ways. She acknowledged that it was great to bring this debate to 

the North of England and thanked the UK Film Council and the University of York for all they had 

done to make this happen. Yorkshire had a very long track record of making high quality films that 

were appreciated worldwide , such as, Billy Liar, the Railway Children, and Brassed Off to name but a 

few. Screen Yorkshire itself had played a significant role in supporting and nurturing the new wave of 

filmmaking such as Red Riding and Damned United. Yorkshire was home to a vibrant cultural sector. 

Many cultural events such as the Bradford International Film Festival and the Sheffield Doc/Fest took 

place in Yorkshire and the area was seriously committed to film. Screen Yorkshire partnered with the 

BFI and the UKFilm Council on the Yorkshire Film Archive, managing investment into all regional 

archives. These images captured our culture, our history, our identity, our industry and our 

locations. The archive was a significant resource for the country and we would need to work hard to 

develop it for the future. 

Sally Joynson then introduced Andrew Higson as the Chair of the event, explaining that Andrew was 

the Greg Dyke Professor of Film and Television at the University of York and Head of the Department 

of Theatre Film and Television. Andrew joined York in 2009 after working at the University of East 

Anglia for 22 years .He was instrumental in establishing the School of Film and Television as one of 

the strongest in the country. He had dedicated his life to researching and writing about British 

cinema and was the author of three books on British cinema history. 

Andrew Higson welcomed the audience and said how fabulous it was to host the event in this superb 

new building. He thanked all those, including the UKFilm Council and Screen Yorkshire for making 

the event possible .He opined that the region had a special relationship with film which went back to 


