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The Glitterball (dir. Harley Cokeliss, 1977) 
Lesson by Michael Aitchison, Teach First 

 
English,  
Key Stage 3 
 
In this lesson, students study the character of the ‘glitterball’, and how it reacts 
to the life on our planet. This discussion leads to an investigation into how we 
might start to understand the unknown, and how we can try to recognise danger. 
Students will then construct a creative piece of writing based on the learning of 
the lesson, contextualising the events of the film to show a critical reading of the 
text. 
 
Students are given the opportunity to consider how we interact with unknown 
ideas and concepts, and how to recognise the difference between safety and 
danger. 
 
Lesson Objective 
 

• To identify key moments of the film The 
Glitterball which inform the alien's ability to 
survive and adapt to its new surroundings, and 
make inferences about the character's 
personality. 

 
Curriculum Links 
 

• Read critically through studying setting, plot, 
and characterisation, and the effects of these.  

• Knowing the purpose, audience for and context 
of the writing and drawing on this knowledge to 
support comprehension. 

 
 
 
 

You will need… 
 
The Glitterball DVD 
 
Post-it notes 
 
Optional: access to 
I.T. suite (for 
production of 
survival guides) 
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Activities 
 
TRAILER: What is the glitterball? 
 
After viewing the film (or extracts from the opening 30 minutes), students 
complete a think-pair-share activity on the following questions: 
 
1. Is the glitterball good or bad?  
2. How can you tell? 
 
Students are encouraged to provide evidence from the film to back up their 
opinions. 
 

• Think - students spend thirty seconds silently reflecting on the events of 
the film and their own interpretations of events. 

• Pair - students discuss their own ideas with a partner or small group. 
Students consider similarities and differences in their ideas. 

• Share - groups share their findings with the entire class, including 
disagreements they may have had. 

 
Students then create a list of characteristics of the glitterball. This can be 
completed as a whole class activity or in pairs depending on ability of class. 
Students think about how the filmmaker manages to give an object the 
characteristics of a living being (anthropomorphise). They may well have 
differing interpretations as to what type of character the glitterball is, so they are 
encouraged to use evidence from the film to strengthen their view. 
 
Examples: 
The glitterball is shy when encountering humans for the first time. Evidence: it 
hides when it first arrives on Earth. 
 
MAIN ATTRACTION: How to survive on Earth 
 
Students use their notes to create an "Earth Survival Guide" leaflet written from 
the point of view of the glitterball to be distributed to inhabitants of its planet. 
 
Suggested headings: 

• WHICH HUMANS TO TRUST? HOW CAN WE TELL? (children, yes! Adults, 
no!) 

• WHAT FOOD TO EAT? WHAT FOOD TO AVOID? (custard, crisps, dog food, 
cereal, yes! Pasties, no!) 
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• HOW TO COMMUNICATE? (radio & writing with paint) 
• HOW TO GET BACK HOME? (befriend children, get enough sustenance to 

send an SOS signal) 
 
END CREDITS: Is Earth safe for the glitterball? 
 
Students discuss their overall findings and try to answer the question, "Is Earth 
safe or dangerous for travelling glitterballs?" At the end of the lesson, the 
students write down their answer and their reason(s) for their thinking on a post-
it note and hand it into the teacher or stick it to the white board. 
 

 

Extras 
 
Other Ideas 
 

• Tell the story from glitterball's perspective.  Students create a first person 
narrative account of the glitterball's adventure on Earth, describing events 
from the film from a different perspective. This will lead them to identify 
with the character and explore the film from an alternative angle. 

• Modern re-make of The Glitterball. Students have been tasked by the 
makers of the original film to design and advertise a modern day re-make.  
This new version will be aimed at British teenagers. Students will use their 
knowledge of the film industry and advertising in a series of lessons to re-
contextualise the purpose and appeal of the original film. 

• Re-design the film so that the glitterball is the antagonist/villain. How could 
this be achieved? Students are asked to think about plot, characterisation, 
choice of soundtrack, and advertising posters. 

 
Watch 
Close Encounters (Steven Spielberg, 1977) 
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (Steven Spielberg, 1982) 
The Day the Earth Stood Still (Robert Wise, 1951) 
Supersonic Saucer (S.C. Fergusson, 1955) 
 


