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BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 

M I N U T E S  

21 APRIL 2015 

 

 

Minutes of the meeting held from 13:30 to 17:00 on 21 April 2015 in the Pinewood Room, BFI, 

21 Stephen Street, London W1T 1LN. 

 

Present: 

Greg Dyke (Chair) Charles Cecil MBE Matthew Justice 

Libby Savill (Deputy Chair) Alison Cornwell Oona King 

Pat Butler Ashley Highfield Peter Kosminsky 

 Tom Hooper Andrea Wong 

 

In attendance: 

Amanda Nevill Chief Executive  

David Parkhill Director of Finance & Resources  

Iain Thomson Board Secretary  

Heather Stewart Creative Director  

Rob Sullivan Government Secondee  

Ed Humphrey Director of Digital Item 5 

 

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

 

 Apologies 

 

Josh Berger CBE Tim Richards 

Pete Czernin Jonathan Ross OBE 

 

Declarations of Interest  

 

− Amanda Nevill declared an interest as a Trustee of the BFI Trust.  Iain Thomson 

declared an interest as Secretary to the BFI Trust.  It was agreed that the nature of 

these interests was such that they would not be required to leave the room during this 

meeting.   

− Also noted were the interests of most Governors in different aspects of the film 

industry and various related parties.  It was agreed that the nature of these interests 

was such that none of these Governors would be required to leave the room during the 

meeting. 
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2. Minutes of the meeting held on 24 February 2015 and Matters Arising 

 

Board of Governors Meeting 24 February 2015 

 

2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 24 February were noted and it was resolved to 

approve them as an accurate record of the meeting. 

 

Appointment of the Chair of the BFI 

 

2.2 Libby Savill updated the Board on developments relating to the process for the 

appointment of the Chair.  The Board was advised that Libby had spoken to Tony 

Strutt, Head of Public Appointments at DCMS.  He confirmed that, subject to 

satisfactory procurement, an Executive Recruitment firm could be appointed and 

that the firm could advise the panel when it was constituted. 

 

2.3 The firm would garner the views of each Governor and an amended job specification 

would be drafted on this basis.  The selection panel would be constituted following 

the approval of the job specification by Ministers. 

 

2.4 It was agreed that a particularly crucial juncture would be the point at which 

candidates would be encouraged to apply for the role and submit to the OCPA 

process.  Setting the competencies would be key.  The satisfactory alignment of 

candidate competencies against the job specification would be pivotal.   

 

2.5 It was agreed that the Board Secretary would take advice in relation to the Public 

Procurement process and proceed with the commencement of the process for the 

appointment of an Executive Recruitment firm. 

 

3. This minute has been withheld for reasons of confidentiality 
 

4.  Lottery Investment – Future Policy 

 

4.1  The paper before the Board was noted and discussed.  David Parkhill advised that as 

a Lottery distributor, the BFI was required to have regard to additionality principles 

in all aspects of its administration of Lottery funds.  The Board noted that the policy 

presented for approval brought the BFI into line with the Big Lottery Fund and Arts 

Council England in relation to additionality. 

 

4.2 The Board resolved to approve the policy and test as outlined in the paper. 

 

 

5.  Cultural Programme 2015-16 

 

Ed Humphrey joined the meeting. 

 

5.1  Heather Stewart gave a presentation on the Cultural Programme 2015-16 that was 

noted by the Board. 
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5.2 Ed Humphrey gave a presentation on how it was proposed to present Britain on Film 

on the BFI Player.  Films would be accessed using an interactive online map that 

would exist in perpetuity and would constantly be augmented. 

 

Ed Humphrey left the meeting. 

 

 

6.  This minute has been withheld for reasons of confidentiality 

 

 

7. Board Committees and Normal Business 

 

Audit, Risk and Governance 

 

7.1 Alison Cornwell gave an update on the Audit, Risk and Governance Committee (the 

Committee) meeting that took place on 19 March. 

 

7.2 The Board noted that the timetable for the completion of the Annual Report and 

Financial Statements had been accelerated.  The Committee had reviewed the first 

draft of narrative that accompanied the Financial Statements. 

 

7.3 The Board was advised that delegated authority would be sought at the meeting on 

9 June to facilitate approval of the final version of the Financial Statements by the 

Committee at a meeting scheduled for 25 June. 

 

7.4 In terms of internal audit, the Committee reviewed reports relating to the Unlocking 

Film Heritage Project and Into Film.  No issues had been identified in relation to the 

former.  In relation to the latter, the internal auditor had made a number of 

recommendations that had been communicated to Into Film and these were being 

implemented.  The Committee requested that it be apprised of progress in this 

regard at the next meeting. 

 

 

 BFI Activity – CEO Report 

 
7.5 Amanda Nevill outlined the pertinent elements of the CEO Report that were noted 

by the Board.   
 
7.6 It was agreed that in future the report would outline how many of the Film Fund 

awards go to emerging, first time or unestablished directors.   
 
Finance Report and Management Accounts 

 

7.7 The paper and Period 11 management accounts were noted by the Board.  It was 

noted that the year had balanced to budget.  The Board recognised the significance 

of this achievement in an extremely challenging financial environment. 

 


