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ROCKS (12A) 

What’s it about? 
First day back after the holidays! For 15-yr-old Olushola, it’s breakfast with her mum and little 
brother Emmanuel and then into school to catch up and have a laugh with her best friends. In her 
East London secondary school, teachers and lessons are just business as usual. But back at home 
later that she finds a note which turns her life upside down. 
Olushola’s good at looking out for people – she’s been known as ‘Rocks’ ever since she once 
stood up for best friend Sumaya – but now, when it seems the world is against her, can she put 
aside her pride to let her friends help? ROCKS is a film about friendship, resilience, being a girl and 
how it feels to be a teenager in a changing and uncertain world. 
 
Who made it? 
The credits for ROCKS are not like most films. It didn’t start with a script, then cast professional 
actors, shoot it, edit it, done. It was a creative collaboration between the cast (mainly Bukky Bakray 
as Rocks and her gang played by Kosar Ali, Ruby Stokes, Tawheda Begum, Afi Okaidja, Anastasia 
Dymitrow), other young Londoners, the filmmaking team (director Sarah Gavron, casting director 
Lucy Pardee, producers Faye Ward, Ameenah Ayub Allen and Hannah Price) and the writers 
(Theresa Ikoko and Claire Wilson).  
Would you usually expect a film director to stop filming and change a scene according to the ideas 
of a teenage girl who’d never acted before? Afi, who plays Yawa, says: “Sarah, Claire and Theresa, 
they really listened to us, when they said tey were going to do something, they did, and that was 
amazing.”  
Oh, also – more than 75% of the film crew behind the camera were women; this is not normal in 
the film industry! Tawheda, who plays Khadijah, says: “It felt so empowering seeing all these 
women on set, it really made me feel like I could do anything”. 
 



You’d like to know more about working in 
the film industry? For events, experiences 
and training try your local independent 
cinema, BFI Future Film, BFI Film 
Academy, Screenskills, BAFTA Guru… 
 
Why did they make it? 
A few years ago, the director and 
producer of ROCKS, Sarah and Faye, 
travelled the world to promote a new film 
they had collaborated on, 
SUFFRAGETTE, about women’s lives a 
hundred years ago and their fight for the 
vote. They met lots of young women who 
talked about the pressures and issues they 
had to fight for today and realised that there weren’t many films about it.  
Sarah says: “We decided to set up the film in a way that enabled the young people themselves to 
be central to the filmmaking process. We had no narrative ideas at that point as we wanted to 
discover them during the process and build the film with a team and crucially with the young 
people.”  
Over many months they met girls in schools and youth groups and developed their ideas for a film. 
The story came from writer Theresa: “I had an outline of something very personal to me, and I felt 
a strong connection in the workshops particularly to one of the young people, Bukky. We are both 
British Nigerian and I really felt this story could work well for her.” Everyone loved it, and Rocks’ 
story became the central idea which everyone contributed to.  
You’re a teenager. What films do you know which show what life is really like for you today? Are 
they from the UK or somewhere else? Or is this more on TV?  
 
How did they make it? 
While they were meeting girls and talking with them they also gave them the opportunity to  audition 
for acting parts. 1300 girls auditioned! From these, 30 were chosen from a wide range of 
backgrounds to collaborate with the filmmakers on the next stage. During the next year of 
workshops, as the friendship group of six girls grew together and key other roles were cast 
(including D’angelou Osei Kissiedu as Rocks’ brother Emmanuel and Shaneigha-Monik Greyson 
as new girl Roshé) the scenes which make up the story were developed.  
The workshops were filmed, so the young cast got used to the camera crew and how their words 
and ideas could add to the framework created by writers Theresa and Claire. There was no script 
to learn! When they reached the stage of the film shoot itself, most filming took place in Hackney 
over the summer holidays in 2018. Scenes grew as they went, which meant some extra work for 
continuity: they needed to be sure that if something important was said in improvised dialogue that 
it wasn’t totally random; it had to link with the rest of the story. 
To make it easier for the young actors to play their characters, ROCKS was shot mainly in the order 
of the story; it’s unusual for films to be shot in this way as it’s easier (and sometimes cheaper!) for 
the film crew and all the equipment and actors etc to film all the scenes which take place in one 
location at the same time, then move to the next location. 
You’re a film director. Do you prefer to workshop and collaborate like they did for ROCKS? Or 
prefer to have more creative control over the script and what the actors do?   
  
When’s it going to be in cinemas?  
At the moment, it’s scheduled to hit UK cinemas on Friday 24 April 2020.  
You’re in charge of the UK Marketing team for ROCKS. Who’s your target audience, or is there 
more than one? How do you think the print publicity should look: what image do you choose for 
the poster? How do you work social media?  

ROCKS’ cast and crew! Bukky and Anastasia with the clapperboards 


