
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
BEN LUXFORD APPOINTED HEAD OF UK AUDIENCES  

AT THE BFI AS PART OF STRATEGIC PLAN  
TO BUILD AUDIENCES FOR FILM UK-WIDE 

 

LONDON – Wednesday 19 November 2014. The BFI today announces the appointment of 

Ben Luxford to the new role of Head of UK Audiences. Reporting to BFI Film Fund Director, 

Ben Roberts, Luxford commences his role at the BFI on 16 February. 

 

Growing audiences for British and a wider range of films in a more proactive and dynamic 

way is a key priority for the BFI in line with its Film Forever five year plan and a strategic 

objective across the BFI’s UK-wide audience activities.  Luxford’s experience in finding new 

ways to attract audiences to a wide variety of films coupled with his industry expertise in 

the commercial sector marked him out as the ideal candidate for this new role.   

 

As Head of UK Audiences, Luxford will work closely with the Director of the Film Fund and 

the Film Fund’s new UK Audiences team which encompasses the Distribution Fund, the 

Programme Development Fund, the Film Festivals Fund and support for the BFI Film 

Audience Network and BFI Neighbourhood Cinema. Luxford will also work closely 

alongside development and production executives within the BFI Film Fund, and the BFI 

Cultural Programme, Distribution and Digital departments, to develop an overarching 

strategic approach to audience development across the UK. Building on existing activity 

and creating new strategies, Luxford will focus on the most effective use of the BFI’s 

Lottery levers to grow engaged audiences for British, independent and specialised films.  

 

Ben Roberts, Director of the BFI Film Fund, says: ”The future economic success of British 

films depends upon active and new thinking and is absolutely key to achieving our 

ambitions for growing audiences for British and specialised film across all platforms and in 

as wide a geographical area as possible. Ben brings an intelligent, instinctive approach to 

audience development, and his experience from the coalface will provide invaluable 

support for exhibitors and distributors.  I’m really looking forward to having him on 

board.“  

 

Ben Luxford, Head of UK Audiences, says:  “There has never been a more necessary time 

for the BFI to create a joined up approach to reaching new audiences in order to react to 

the emerging opportunities in the film landscape.  I can’t wait to get started.” 

 



Luxford joins the BFI from distributor Koch Media where he is currently Head of 

Distribution and responsible for leading Koch Media’s UK team, implementing distribution 

strategies for its existing slate and acquiring new titles for UK distribution. He will continue 

to oversee the current slate – including the Film Fund-supported family comedy BILL and 

drama X+Y - during his transition to the BFI.  

 

Before joining Koch, Luxford was Head of Theatrical Distribution at leading independent 

UK distributor, Curzon Artificial Eye, where he was responsible for approximately 25 film 

campaigns a year, including many which followed Curzon’s ambitious day and date release 

strategy. In 2013, Luxford oversaw the campaigns for films such as Paolo Sorrentino’s  The 

Great Beauty, Roger Michell’s Le Week-end, Clio Barnard’s The Selfish Giant  and Palme 

D’Or Winner Blue is the Warmest Colour, making it Curzon’s most successful year at the 

box office to date.  Prior to Curzon, Luxford was Theatrical Sales Manager at UK distributor 

Optimum Releasing (now StudioCanal). 

 

 

– Ends – 

For media enquiries please contact 

Emma Hewitt, Head of Press and PR (Acting), BFI  

emma.hewitt@bfi.org.uk  / 020 7173 3256/ 07584 264 618  

Tina McFarling, (Corporate, Partnerships & Industry), BFI 
tina.mcfarling@bfi.org.uk / +44 (0)20 7957 4797 / +44 (0)7879 421 578 
  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

About the BFI 

 

The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing 

film environment in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today 

and future generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in 

creative, distinctive and entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world   

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 

 

The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for film. The 

BFI serves a public role which covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects of film in 
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the UK. It delivers this role: 

 As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government 

 By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK 

 By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK. 

 

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. 

The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Greg Dyke. 

 

 


