
 
 

BFI to rerelease David Lean’s 
epic romance 

 

DOCTOR ZHIVAGO 
UK/USA 1965, 200 mins, Cert PG  

 

Winner of 5 Academy Awards 

 
Starring Omar Sharif, Julie Christie, Geraldine Chaplin, 

Tom Courtenay, Alec Guinness, Rod Steiger, Rita Tushingham 
  

 
 

UK-wide release date: 27 November 2015 
 

London: embargoed until 9.30am Tuesday 11 August 2015 – An epic 

romance set against the backdrop of the Russian Revolution, director David 

Lean’s Doctor Zhivago, based on the novel by Boris Pasternak and featuring a 

stand-out cast led by the late Omar Sharif alongside Julie Christie, is one of 

cinema’s greatest and most epic love stories. On 27 November 2015, in 

celebration of the film’s 50th anniversary and as part of the BFI’s new blockbuster 

LOVE, the BFI will bring it back to big screens across the UK in a beautiful new 

4K digital restoration. 

 

Doctor Zhivago, which won 5 Academy Awards and is the eighth most successful 

film of all time at the US box officei, will be one of the cornerstone BFI theatrical 

releases for LOVE, the BFI’s major new blockbuster project from October to 

December that will rekindle the UK’s passion for film and television's most 

enduring love stories. 

 

In Moscow on the eve of the First World War, medical student Yuri Zhivago (Omar 

Sharif) meets the beautiful Lara (Julie Christie), setting in motion a fateful 



romance that turns their lives upside down. Featuring excellent support from a 

roster of acting greats including Tom Courtenay, Geraldine Chaplin and Alec 

Guinness, Doctor Zhivago portrays at its heart an intensely human and 

passionate relationship, challenged by the politics of tradition and war. 

 

The BFI’s rerelease of Doctor Zhivago continues the organisation’s successful 

partnership with Warner Bros., which has seen audiences flocking to big screens 

across the UK to see iconic titles including Blade Runner: The Final Cut, 2001: A 

Space Odyssey and The Shining return to cinemas as part of previous BFI 

blockbuster seasons, Sci-Fi and GOTHIC.   

 

This autumn, alongside a major film and TV programme at BFI Southbank, the 

BFI will ensure that audiences all over the UK can find LOVE via UK-wide 

theatrical rereleases, DVDs, a special collection on BFI Player and bespoke film 

screenings and experiences up and down the country, presented in partnership 

with the BFI Film Audience Network (BFI FAN). 

 

Details of the full programme for BFI LOVE, including screenings, events, film and 

DVD releases, special guests and more, will be revealed on Tuesday 15 

September at BFI Southbank.  

-ends- 

 

For further information please contact: 

Jill Reading – Press Officer, BFI Theatrical releases 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7957 4759 / jill.reading@bfi.org.uk 

Emma Hewitt – Deputy Head of Press and PR, BFI 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7173 3256 / emma.hewitt@bfi.org.uk  

 

For further information on LOVE please contact: 

Judy Wells – Head of Press and PR, BFI 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7957 8919 / judy.wells@bfi.org.uk   

Liz Parkinson – Press Officer, BFI Southbank 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7957 8918 / liz.parkinson@bfi.org.uk 

 

Images are available at www.image.net >BFI>Theatrical releases 

www.bfi.org.uk/love  

@BFI 

About the BFI 

The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to support a 

flourishing film environment in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can 

thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world 

for today and future generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing 

in creative, distinctive and entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world   
 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 

The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for 

film. The BFI serves a public role which covers the cultural, creative and economic 
aspects of film in the UK. It delivers this role: 

 As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government 
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 By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK 
 By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK. 

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. 

The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Greg Dyke. 

                                            
i Adjusted for Ticket Price Inflation: 

http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/adjusted.htm  

http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/adjusted.htm

