
BFI SOUTHBANK announces 2019 highlights 
Including: Kubrick, Weimar Cinema, Cary Grant and Musicals!  

 
Monday 3 December 2018, London. 
The BFI today announce highlights for 2019 at BFI Southbank, with major seasons dedicated to some of the most 
important actors and directors in cinema history including STANLEY KUBRICK, BARBARA STANWYCK, 
MICHELANGELO ANTONIONI, CARY GRANT and LAUREL AND HARDY. Our WOMEN WITH A MOVIE CAMERA 
SUMMIT will return for a second edition in June and we will present a season, currently in development, which 
explores the anti-heroine on screen. Celebratory moments will include a two month WEIMAR CINEMA season, 
marking the 100thanniversary of the founding of the Weimar Republic, remarkable restorations of films from the 
Victorian era to mark the 200th anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birth, a summer season celebrating the indie cinema 
explosion of the NINETIES, and two innovative seasons, BORN DIGITAL and NO DIRECT FLIGHT, showing the 
relationship between the internet and contemporary cinema on the 30th birthday of the World Wide Web.   
 
Following in the footsteps of BFI Blockbuster seasons such as Black Star, Sci-Fi and Comedy Genius, 2019 will 
culminate in the greatest song and dance season to ever grace UK cinema screens, with the BFI’s annual UK-wide 
blockbuster season being dedicated to MUSICALS.  
 
BFI Southbank is the UK’s national cinematheque and one of the few surviving cinemas regularly showing film on 
35mm and 70mm celluloid between its four auditoria. BFI Southbank is also home to the BFI Reuben Library, the 
biggest film library in the world, the BFI Shop, and BFI Mediatheque which offers free access to 1000’s of film and TV 
titles, many from the BFI National Archive. With a unique programme of seasons, talks, premieres, festivals and one-
off events, BFI Southbank has the world’s biggest names in film in venue and on stage every month. It is also one of 
the most buzzing venues on the South Bank with a newly developed Riverfront bar and restaurant and Benugo Bar 
and Kitchen, where film and culture lovers come together in their mutual love of cinema.  
 

JANUARY – MARCH 2019 
 
LAUREL AND HARDY – Jan 2019 
The BFI’s blockbuster season COMEDY GENIUS draws to a close with a rare opportunity to focus on arguably the 
greatest comedy duo of all time, LAUREL AND HARDY. The extensive season also coincides with the UK-wide release 
of Jon S Baird’s STAN AND OLLIE (2018) which will be played on extended run from Friday 18 January.  
 
ANTONIONI: CONFRONTING THE MODERN WORLD WITH STYLE – Jan/Feb 2019 
Arriving in London after a world tour produced by Luce Cinecittà, the BFI will host a major season dedicated to the 
groundbreaking director Michelangelo Antonioni. It will include a BFI re-release of Antonioni’s last English-language 
film, THE PASSENGER (1975) starring Jack Nicholson and Maria Schneider, back in cinemas from Friday 4 January. 
 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF ALEXANDER KORDA: BRITAIN’S MOVIE MOGUL – Jan 2019 
A season honouring Alexander Korda, the maverick producer-director whose vision and ambition transformed 
British cinema, including screenings of the new BFI 4K restoration of THE PRIVATE LIFE OF HENRY VIII (1933). Also 
screening will be the UK Premiere of CHURCHILL AND THE MOVIE MOGUL (John Fleet, 2018) a new documentary 
exploring the little-known relationship between Korda and Winston Churchill, plus a complementary exhibition in 
the Mezzanine Gallery, of stills, posters and press books drawn from the BFI National Archive. 
 
BERGMAN – A YEAR IN A LIFE – BFI Distribution from Friday 25 January 2019 
BFI will release Jane Magnusson’s BERGMAN – A YEAR IN THE LIFE (2018) in selected cinemas UK-wide from Friday 
25 January. The film centres on 1957, a year in which Bergman directed two feature films and four plays. It explores 
his work, his personality and his turbulent private life.  
 
EARLY KOREAN CINEMA – Feb 2019 



EARLY KOREAN CINEMA, in partnership with the Korean Cultural Centre UK, will include screenings of early Korean 
films which have been long-thought lost. The season will open with a live music and film screening of THE 
CROSSROAD OF YOUTH (Ahn Jong-hwa, 1934) the first fiction feature in Korean.  
 
FORGOTTEN BLACK DRAMA ON TV – Feb 2019 
FORGOTTEN BLACK DRAMA ON TV will be a month-long season of ground-breaking black British television dramas. 
The season showcases the work of some of the most outstanding African and Caribbean writers of their generation, 
such as Barry Reckord (CLUB HAVANA, BBC 1975) and Trix Worrell (JUST LIKE MOHICANS, Channel 4/Holmes 
Associates, 1985), and features pioneering black British actors including Norman Beaton (NICE, Channel 4/Central 
TV, 1984) and Carmen Munro (THE HOPE AND THE GLORY, BBC, 1984).  
 
VALENTINE’S DAY – 14 February 2019 
BFI Southbank’s annual Valentine’s Day programme will this year include a preview of the BFI re-release of THE LADY 
EVE (Preston Sturges, 1941), as well as screenings of IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE (Wong Kar-Wai, 2000), BEAUTIFUL 
THING (Hettie Macdonald, 1996) and BOUND (The Wachowskis, 1996).   
 
BFI FUTURE FILM FESTIVAL – 20-24 February 2019 
The BFI Future Film Festival, the UK’s most important film industry festival for young, emerging filmmakers will 
return to BFI Southbank from 20-24 February 2019 with another jam-packed line up of events.  
 
BARBARA STANWYCK – Feb/Mar 2019 
In February and March we’ll celebrate BARBARA STANWYCK, whose career spanned over 60 years, with a season of 
more than 20 of her best-loved films. The season will include a BFI UK-wide re-release of THE LADY EVE (Preston 
Sturges, 1941) from Friday 15 February, as well as classics such as STELLA DALLAS (King Vidor, 1937), CLASH BY 
NIGHT (Fritz Lang, 1952) and BALL OF FIRE (Howard Hawks, 1941) 
 
ADVERTISING – BFI Player collection available 13 March 2019 
From 13 March there will be a new collection on BFI Player featuring a century of British advertising on film from 
1898, with examples of cinema and TV adverts from some of our best-loved brands, reflecting the aspirational ideals 
and social concerns of the 20th Century. The collection, which will include work by Ridley and Tony Scott, Alan Parker, 
and Hugh Hudson, will be digitally remastered in 4K. The collection will also manifest with events in-venue at BFI 
Southbank, including screenings of the re-release of the Theatrical Cut on Ridley Scott’s ALIEN (1979) from 1 March.  
 
BIG SCREEN CLASSICS: AND THE AWARD NEARLY WENT TO… – Feb/Mar 2019 
Our daily classics series – BIG SCREEN CLASSICS – will, throughout February and March, showcase the best films that 
didn’t win an Oscar. Coinciding with the 91st Academy Awards, the season will remind audiences of some of the 
films which didn’t take home the biggest prize of the year; from PSYCHO (Alfred Hitchcock, 1960) and RAGING BULL 
(Martin Scorsese, 1980) to THE COLOR PURPLE (Steven Spielberg, 1985) and IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE (Wong Kar-
Wai, 2000).  
 
BFI FLARE: LONDON LGBTQ+ FILM FESTIVAL – 21-31 March 2019  
BFI FLARE: LONDON LGBTQ+ FILM FESTIVAL returns to BFI Southbank from 21-29 March 2019, showcasing the best 
new and classic LGBTQ+ films from around the world.  
 

APRIL – JUNE 2019  
 
BORN DIGITAL – April 2019 
BORN DIGITAL, which coincides with the 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web, will explore how the internet and 
digital culture have infiltrated moving image through a programme of films and events, to be presented online and 
at the BFI Southbank. Screenings will include TEAM HURRICANE (Annika Berg, 2017), #HORROR (Tara Subkoff, 2015) 
and A SELF-INDUCED HALLUCINATION (Dan Schoenbrun, 2018).  
 
KUBRICK – April/May 2019 
Throughout April and May the BFI will present, in partnership with The Design Museum, a definitive STANLEY 
KUBRICK season at BFI Southbank. The season will offer audiences the opportunity to experience masterpieces such 
as 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY (1968), BARRY LYNDON (1975) and EYES WIDE SHUT (1999) on the big screen as Kubrick 



intended, with screenings being presented on celluloid wherever possible. Running alongside Kubrick will be a 
season of films inspired by his work, with titles to be announced soon.  
 
ROOM AT THE TOP (1959) – 60th Anniversary Dual Format Edition release, 15 April 2019 
The first of the British New Wave films, ROOM AT THE TOP (1959), directed by Jack Clayton, stars Laurence Harvey 
and Simone Signoret in an adaptation of John Braine’s novel that boldly takes on the class system. This World 
Premiere Blu-ray release marks the film’s 60th anniversary.  
 
VICTORIANS – BFI Player collection available in May 2019 
We mark the 200th anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birth with the launch of a free online collection of 700+ 
incredibly rare surviving film fragments from the Victorian period, preserved and digitised by the BFI National 
Archive, as well as a special events programme at BFI Southbank during May 2019.  
 
WEIMAR CINEMA: BEYOND YOUR WILDEST DREAMS – May/June 2019 
Marking 100 years since the founding of the Weimar Republic, BFI Southbank will host a two month season looking 
at WEIMAR CINEMA from 1919-1933, including films such as THE CABINET OF DR CALIGARI (Robert Wiene, 1920) 
and EMIL AND THE DETECTIVES (Gerhard Lamprecht, 1931). This major season will include must-see classics, rare 
discoveries, special events with live musical accompaniment and the UK Blu-ray premiere of PEOPLE ON SUNDAY 
(Robert Siodmak, Edgar G Ulmer, 1929). 
 
HIROKAZU KORE-EDA – May 2019 
During May, BFI Southbank will host a focus on the work of HIROKAZU KORE-EDA, coinciding with the BFI UK-wide 
release of MABOROSI (1995) and a BFI box set release of MABOROSI (1995), AFTER LIFE (1998), NOBODY KNOWS 
(2004) and STILL WALKING (2008).  
 
SIGHT & SOUND DEEP FOCUS: GOLDEN AGE OF MEXICAN CINEMA 1934-60 – June 2019 
In June Sight & Sound’s regular Deep Focus season will look at the great GOLDEN AGE OF MEXICAN CINEMA from 
the 1930s-1950s, when Mexico’s industry was one of the most successful and productive in the world, with a star 
system to rival Hollywood’s. From action epics and intense melodramas to film noirs and home grown horror, the 
season will include work by acclaimed directors such as Emilio Fernández, Roberto Gavaldón and Luis Buñuel.  
 
WOMAN WITH A MOVIE CAMERA SUMMIT – Saturday 22 June 2019 
Following a sold out inaugural event in 2018, the WOMAN WITH A MOVIE CAMERA SUMMIT returns to BFI 
Southbank on Saturday 22 June with a day of keynotes, panel discussions and illustrated talks.  
 

JULY – SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
NINETIES (1989-1999) – July/Aug 2019 
The NINETIES were an extraordinary period for cinema, an explosion of black, queer and feminist voices that were a 
collision of the arthouse and the mainstream. This season will screen films that celebrate British pioneers such as 
Danny Boyle and Isaac Julien, new female voices such as Alison Anders and the American disruptors like Spike Lee, 
David Lynch and The Wachowskis, with events, discussions and parties to get audiences into the 90s spirit.  
 
NO DIRECT FLIGHT – Aug 2019 
This innovative season in partnership with the British Council explores how the internet has created a platform for 
filmmakers across the African diaspora to connect, collaborate and create a new aesthetic. Showing work from 
contemporary filmmaking talent in the UK, the US and Africa including talents such as Jenn Nkiru (UK), The Nest 
Collective (Kenya), and Terence Nance (US) alongside past pan-African masters, the season centrepiece will be an IRL 
and Virtual meet-up between filmmakers on three continents. 
 
CARY GRANT – Aug/Sept 2019 
We’ll close out summer 2019 with a two month season celebrating CARY GRANT, the Bristol-born actor who went 
on to become one of Hollywood’s best-loved leading-men. It will showcase Grant’s incredible versatility, from early 
roles in dramas such as BLONDE VENUS (Josef von Sternberg, 1932) to screwball classics like BRINGING UP BABY 
(Howard Hawks, 1938) and HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Howard Hawks, 1940) and his ongoing collaboration with Hitchcock in 
films such as TO CATCH A THIEF (1955) and NORTH BY NORTHWEST (1959).  



 
NIL BY MOUTH (1997) – Blu-ray World Premiere, September 16 
The Blu-ray World Premiere of NIL BY MOUTH (1997), Gary Oldman's directorial debut, is a disturbing portrait of a 
dysfunctional South London family, starring Ray Winstone and Kathy Burke.  
 

OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2019  
 
MUSICALS! – THE GREATEST SHOW ON FILM 
Following in the footsteps of BFI Blockbuster seasons such as Black Star, Sci-Fi and this year’s Comedy Genius, 2019 
will culminate in the greatest song and dance season to ever grace UK cinema screens, with the BFI’s annual UK-wide 
blockbuster season being dedicated to MUSICALS.  

 
– ENDS – 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Press Contacts: 
 
Judy Wells – Head of Press and PR, BFI 
judy.wells@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8919 
 
Liz Parkinson – Press Officer, BFI Southbank  
liz.parkinson@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8918  
 
Jill Reading – Press Officer, BFI Theatrical and BFI DVD  
jill.reading@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 4759 
 
Sarah Bemand – Press Officer, Archive and Heritage 
sarah.bemand@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8940 
 
Mia Farrell – PR Manager, BFI Festivals 
mia.farrell@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8970 
 
About the BFI 
At the BFI we support, nurture and promote the art of film, television and the moving image. A charity, funded by Government 
and earned income, and a distributor of National Lottery funds, we are at the heart of the UK’s fast growing screen industries, 
protecting the past and shaping their future across the UK. We work in partnership with cultural organisations, government and 
industry to make this happen. We bring our world-class cultural programmes and unrivalled national collections to audiences 
everywhere, and promote learning about our art-form and its heritage. We support the future success of film in the UK by 
nurturing new voices and fresh ideas, enriching independent British film culture, challenging the UK's screen industries to 
innovate and defining Britain and its storytellers in the 21st century.  
 
Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter.   The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Josh 
Berger CBE. 
 
BFI Southbank 
The BFI Southbank is open to all. BFI members are entitled to a discount on all tickets. BFI Southbank Box Office tel: 020 7928 
3232. Unless otherwise stated tickets are £13.75, concs £11.25 including Gift Aid donation. Members pay £2.20 less on any 
ticket - www.bfi.org.uk/southbank.  
Young people aged 25 and under can buy last minute tickets for just £3, 45 minutes before the start of screenings and events, 
subject to availability - http://www.bfi.org.uk/25-and-under.  
Tickets for FREE screenings and events must be booked in advance by calling the Box Office to avoid disappointment 
 
BFI Shop 
The BFI Shop is stocked and staffed by BFI experts with over 1,200 book titles and 1,000 DVDs to choose from, including 
hundreds of acclaimed books and DVDs produced by the BFI. 
 
BFI Reuben Library 
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BFI Southbank is home to the BFI Reuben Library which holds the world’s largest collection of books, journals and digitised 
material about film, television and the moving image. The library is free to access and hosts a year-round programme of talks 
and events. 
  
'Not just for movie nerds - this huge collection of film and TV books, periodicals, scripts, stills and posters is full of inspiration for 
anyone involved in the creative arts' – Evening Standard Magazine 
  
The BFI Reuben Library is open 10:30-19:00, Tuesday-Saturday.  
 
The benugo bar & kitchen 
Eat, drink and be merry in panoramic daylight. benugo’s décor is contemporary, brightly lit and playful with a lounge space, bar 
and dining area. The place to network, hang out, unpack a film, savour the best of Modern British or sip on a cocktail. 
There’s more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned archival collections, cinemas, festivals, 
films, publications and learning resources are here to inspire you. 
 
BFI Mediatheque 
Free to access BFI Mediatheques offer users an opportunity to explore the digital collections drawn from the BFI National 
Archive and partner collections, at select UK-wide locations. 
 

*** PICTURE DESK *** 
A selection of images for journalistic use in promoting BFI Southbank can be found via the link below: 

https://bfi.sharefile.com/d-sed8233c8e7343429 
 

To unsubscribe from the BFI’s press list please click here 
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