
IN PERSON & PREVIEWS 
Talent Q&As and rare appearances, plus a chance for you to catch the latest film and TV before anyone else 
 
Preview: Be Natural: The Untold Story of Alice Guy-Blaché + Q&A 
USA 2018. Dir Pamela B Green. 103min. Digital. Cert tbc. Courtesy of Modern Films 
Alice Guy-Blaché entered the movie business at the very beginning, in 1894, when she was just 21. Two years 
later she was made head of production at Gaumont and eventually directed 1000 films. So why is she 
frequently absent from most film histories? This fascinating documentary, narrated by Jodie Foster, is both a 
tribute and a detective story, tracing the circumstances by which this extraordinary pioneer faded from 
memory. The screening will be followed by a number of Guy-Blaché’s short films and a panel discussion. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
WED 8 JAN 18:10 NFT3 
 

TV Preview: Inside No. 9 + Q&A with writer-actors Steve Pemberton, Reece Shearsmith and producer Adam 
Tandy 
As Steve Pemberton and Reece Shearsmith’s anthology of comic dramas returns for a fifth season, we preview 
two episodes and welcome the talented team behind them. 
The Referee’s a W***er 
BBC 2020. Dir Matt Lipsey. 30min 
The beautiful game. The crunch-clash between United and Rovers in the last match of the season, all safely in 
the care of the four match officials. David Morrissey, Ralf Little, Dipo Ola and Steve Speirs join Shearsmith and 
Pemberton for a tale of promotion, relegation, corruption, and so, so much more. 
+ The Stakeout 
BBC 2020. Dir Guillem Morales. 30min 
Two police officers have time to get to know each other on the night shift. But PC Thompson’s previous 
partner died in a brutal attack less than a month ago, the forensics have gone missing and PC Varney is 
beginning to ask a lot of awkward questions. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
FRI 10 JAN 18:15 NFT1 
 
Spaced 21st Anniversary + Q&A with director Edgar Wright, producer Nira Park and actors Jessica Hynes, 
Julia Deakin, Katy Carmichael, Simon Pegg and Nick Frost (work permitting) 
UK 1999, 2001. Dir Edgar Wright. With Simon Pegg, Jessica Hynes, Nick Frost. 12x25min (TRT 300min) 
This year marks the 21st anniversary of the hilarious TV show that followed the adventures of flatmates Daisy 
Steiner and Tim Bisley – a goldmine for all pop-culture fans. Across two series, Spaced pushed genre 
boundaries and helped put a new generation of acting, writing and directing talent on the map. For this special 
event we screen series 1, followed by a Q&A, and then series 2. 
Tickets £20, concessions £16, (Members pay £2 less) 
SUN 12 JAN 12:00-18:30 NFT1 
 
TV Preview: Baghdad Central + Q&A with actors Waleed Zuaiter, Bertie Carvel (schedule permitting) and July 
Namir, writer Stephen Butchard, director Alice Troughton and exec producer Kate Harwood 
Channel 4-Euston Films 2020. Dirs Alice Troughton, Ben A Williams. With Waleed Zuaiter, July Namir, Bertie 
Carvel. Ep1 60min 
Channel 4’s new six-part crime series Baghdad Central is written and created by BAFTA-nominated writer 
Stephen Butchard (The Last Kingdom) and based on the novel by Elliott Colla. October 2003; Baghdad has been 
occupied by American forces for six months and chaos reigns. Iraqi ex-policeman Muhsin al-Khafaji (Zuaiter) 
has lost everything and is battling to keep himself and his sick daughter safe. Frank Temple (Carvel), an ex-
British Police Officer who has tried to rebuild the Iraqi Police Force from the ground up, recruits Khafaji to give 
his own operation some much-needed local credibility, but unknown to Temple, Khafaji is compelled by his 
own, secret reasons to risk everything by collaborating with the occupying forces... 
THU 16 JAN 18:15 NFT1 
 
TV Preview: This Country + Q&A with actors Daisy May Cooper, Charlie Cooper and Paul Chahidi, producer 
Simon Mayhew-Archer and director Tom George 
BBC Studios 2020. Dir Tom George. With Daisy May Cooper, Charlie Cooper, Paul Chahidi. Eps 1 + 2 48min 



Join us for a preview of the first two episodes of series three of this BAFTA-winning comedy. Taking the 
mockumentary format to new heights, This Country has made the nation fall in love with the tragicomic antics 
of cousins Kerry and Kurtan Mucklowe and their life experiences in a typical Cotswolds village. Exploring the 
boredom and frustrations of young people in rural Britain, the show’s immense honesty and eye for detail has 
been justly critically acclaimed, as well as being achingly funny. 
TUE 21 JAN 18:10 NFT1 
 
Preview: The Personal History of David Copperfield 
UK 2019. Dir Armando Iannucci. With Dev Patel, Ben Whishaw, Tilda Swinton, Gwendoline Christie, Hugh 
Laurie. 120min. Digital. Courtesy of Lionsgate 
The irresistible pairing of Iannucci and Charles Dickens produces a hilarious, contemporary spin on a timeless 
story that follows young David on his journey from childhood to middle age. Along the way he learns about 
social injustice and meets some of the richest characters from the Dickens universe such as eternal optimist 
Mr Micawber (Peter Capaldi), eccentric Mr Dick (Laurie) and humble but deadly Uriah Heep (Whishaw). If you 
missed this at 2019’s BFI London Film Festival, now’s your chance to catch it ahead of general release. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
TUE 21 JAN 20:15 NFT1 
 
Preview: First Love Hatsukoi 
Japan-UK 2018. Dir Takashi Miike. With Becky, Masataka Kubota, Nao O¯ mori, Sho¯ ta Sometani. 108min. 
Digital. Cert tbc. EST. Courtesy of Signature Entertainment  
A terminally-ill boxer, a runaway call girl, a double-crossing drugs heist, an underworld gang war... it’s all 
happening in the explosive First Love, the latest from prolific auteur Takashi Miike (Audition, Ichi the Killer). 
The result is spectacular, ultraviolent, and relentlessly fun, with a streak of Miike’s classic dark humour and a 
sweet side of romance. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
WED 29 JAN 20:50 NFT1 
 
 
KERMODE LIVE 
IN 3D Let’s talk about film... 

 

Mark Kermode Live in 3D at the BFI 
TRT 90min  
Mark Kermode Live in 3D at the BFI is a monthly conversation between you (the audience) and one of the 
nation’s favourite and most respected film critics. With the help of surprise guests from the industry, Kermode 
will explore, critique and dissect movies past and present and reveal his or his guests’ cinematic guilty 
pleasures. Get involved by tweeting your questions in advance to @KermodeMovie #MK3D. 
Tickets £20, concs £16 (Members pay £2 less) 
MON 27 JAN 18:30 NFT1 
 

 

MEMBER EXCLUSIVES 
These events are exclusive to BFI Members and their guests. 
Join today at bfi.org.uk/join 
 

Member Exclusive: Archive Tour 
Don’t miss your chance to see behind the scenes at one of the largest moving-image collections in the world. 
See rarely viewed film materials and find out from our expert team how films are stored and restored. The 
tour lasts roughly two hours and will be followed by light refreshments.  
Champions and Members can apply for up to two tickets (at £25 each) in the ballot which runs until 12:00 
midnight on Sun 8 Dec. 
Enter at bfi.org.uk/members 
FRI 24 JAN 10:30-13:00 BFI NATIONAL ARCHIVE, BERKHAMSTED 
 
Member Picks 



For a chance to see one of your favourite films on the big screen, share your choice with us at 
bfi.org.uk/memberpicks 
 
The Princess Bride 
USA 1987. Dir Rob Reiner. With Cary Elwes, Robin Wright, Mandy Patinkin. 99min. Digital. PG 
Westley leaves his beloved Buttercup in order to earn his fortune and thus ask her hand in marriage. When he 
fails to return, Buttercup is kidnapped and betrothed to another... but a masked man is hot on her trail. 
Whether you’re after comedy, romance, fantasy or a swashbuckling adventure, The Princess Bride has it all. 
SAT 4 JAN 12:30 NFT3 
 

 
NEW RELEASES  
The best new cinema for you to enjoy, with plenty of screening dates to choose from 
 

The Cave 
Denmark-Syria-Germany-USA-Qatar 2019. Dir Feras Fayyad. 95min. Digital. Cert tbc. Courtesy of Dogwoof 
Fayyad’s powerful film captures the experience of heroic women (literally) hidden below the surface of the 
Syrian Civil War Feras Fayyad (Last Men in Aleppo) returns to his native Syria to observe the lives of a team of 
female doctors operating in ‘The Cave’, one of the secret subterranean hospitals providing medical care to the 
trapped, war-torn population. In addition to the daily horrors of chemical warfare, the remarkable women 
battle through ingrained cultural sexism with tireless dedication. This intimate and poignant documentary, 
selected for this year’s Special Presentation at the London Film Festival, beautifully captures vital moments of 
compassion and camaraderie in the face of devastation and tragedy. 
CONTINUES FROM FRI 27 DEC 
 
So Long, My Son Di jiu tian chang 
China 2019. Dir Wang Xiaoshuai. With Ai Liya, Wang Jingchun, Yong Mei. 180min. Digital. EST. Courtesy of 
Curzon Artificial Eye 
‘Sixth Generation’ director Wang Xiaoshuai offers an absorbing family chronicle that unfolds modern Chinese 
history with the rich insightfulness of a novel This complex ensemble piece spans four decades, from the 1980s 
to the cosmopolitan present, and follows the interconnected fortunes of various characters around a couple, 
Liyun (Yong Mei) and Yaojun (Wang Jingchun), and their son. In the early 80s, Liyun, a factory worker, becomes 
pregnant for the second time, falling foul of the national policy of one-child families. Zigzagging between 
decades, the film shows how political reality affects the fates of the family and those around them. A moving 
and deeply involving drama of personal and national destinies, this epic narrative is executed with 
mesmerising control. 
CONTINUES FROM FRI 27 DEC 
 
Waves 
USA 2019. Dir Trey Edward Shults. With Kelvin Harrison Jr, Lucas Hedges, Taylor Russell, Alexa Demie. 135min. 
Digital. Cert tbc. Courtesy of Universal 
Waves is one of the most distinctive innovative films that you’ll see this year Tyler (Harrison Jr) is a high-school 
senior with a star spot on the wrestling team, an adoring girlfriend and an affluent middle-class home. Yet 
bubbling pressures, including the high expectations of his domineering father and a gnawing shoulder pain he 
just can’t shake, slowly cause his bright future to unravel. This complex and devastating family melodrama is 
fuelled by an array of raw and intense performances, including Euphoria’s Alexa Demie as Tyler’s girlfriend, 
and an unforgettable Sterling K Brown as his father. An eclectic soundtrack fused with vivid camerawork firmly 
establishes Shults (It Comes at Night) as one of contemporary cinema’s most exciting new voices. 
Preview: Tue 14 Jan 18:00 NFT1 
OPENS FRI 17 JAN 
 
The Lighthouse 
USA 2019. Dir Robert Eggers. With Willem Dafoe, Robert Pattinson, Valeriia Karaman. 109min. Digital. 15. A 
Universal Pictures International release 
The award-winning director of The Witch returns to terrorise us with a masterful maritime shocker. When 
Ephraim Winslow (Pattinson) reluctantly arrives at the lighthouse where he’ll work for the next four weeks 
he’s greeted with gruff hostility by Tom Wake (Dafoe), a veteran seafarer with whom he’s obliged to share 



uncomfortably close quarters. The pair quickly establish a volatile dynamic, with Tom the baiting slave-driver 
and Ephraim his battered lackey. With the slow passing of each punishing day Ephraim’s resentment grows, 
but when he learns of the mysterious fate that befell his master’s former assistant, a creeping sense of fear 
and paranoia begins to stir. This hypnotic fusion of beauty and brutality, a hit at 2019’s BFI London Film 
Festival, boasts extraordinary performances from Dafoe and Pattinson, who wrap their scowling mouths 
around Robert and Max Eggers’ knotty period text with unwavering gusto. 
Preview: Mon 27 Jan 20:40 NFT1 
OPENS FRI 31 JAN (CONTINUES IN FEB) 
 
 
RE-RELEASES 
We’ve selected these key classics (many newly restored) for you to enjoy, with plenty of screening dates to 
choose from 
 
La dolce vita + intro* 
Italy-France 1960. Dir Federico Fellini. With Marcello Mastroianni, Anita Ekberg, Anouk Aimée, Yvonne 
Furneaux. 175min. Digital 4K. EST. 12A. A BFI release 
An era-defining fresco of life among the glitterati in early 1960s Rome Fellini’s epic La dolce vita stands as a 
towering achievement of 1960s cinema. Set in Rome during the height of the ‘Hollywood on the Tiber’ era, the 
episodic narrative follows jaded journalist Marcello Rubini (Mastroianni) on the trail of gossip on VIPs, 
including Swedish-American film star Sylvia Rank (Ekberg). The film caused a sensation on its initial release, 
angering censors and polarising opinion among critics and audiences, but is now rightly considered a 
masterpiece that’s had a profound influence on popular culture. It was La dolce vita, for instance, that coined 
the term ‘paparazzo’, which came to describe a certain type of relentless celebrity photographer.  

Also available on  
Previews: WED 1 JAN 19:00 NFT1, THU 2 JAN 19:45 NFT1 
*Intro by Professor Richard Dyer, Author of BFI Film Classics: La dolce vita, Sat 4 Jan 17:00 NFT3 
FROM FRI 3 JAN 

 

Cyrano de Bergerac 
France 1990. Dir Jean-Paul Rappeneau. With Gérard Depardieu, Anne Brochet, Vincent Perez, Jacques Weber. 
137min. Digital. EST. U. A BFI release 
This classic French recipe of wit and amour sees Gérard Depardieu on sparkling form The story of Cyrano de 
Bergerac has existed in many forms over several centuries but Rappeneau’s adaptation (now celebrating its 
30th anniversary) is a delightful, tragi-comic tour de force with Depardieu’s Cyrano offering romantic tips to 
young Christian, a suitor with designs on Roxanne, whom Cyrano himself is keen to woo. Depardieu deftly 
embodies the nasally challenged hero of the piece, a man whose huge heart is partially hidden by insecurities 
about his own appearance. The film is both a celebration of love and a comic triumph, and it provides an 
opportunity to witness a classic performance by one of France’s greatest living actors. 
FROM FRI 24 JAN 

 

 

FELLINI 

 

Perspectives on Fellini 
TRT 90min 
Delve deeper into Fellini’s distinctive cinematic world in this opening event, which will offer ways of engaging 
with and interpreting the Italian master’s work in the 21st century. Through clips and lively discussion, a panel 
of special guests will discuss Fellini’s neorealist beginnings, recurring themes, rich visual language, his 
relationship to reality and spectacle and his creative partnerships with on-screen muses and off-screen 
collaborators. 
Joint ticket available with I Vitelloni on Tue 7 Jan 20:30 NFT1 £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
TUE 7 JAN 18:20 NFT1 
 

25 & Under: Introduction to Fellini 
TRT 60min 



In the first of a new series of free talks for members of our 25 & Under scheme, film and culture writer 
Christina Newland (The Guardian, VICE, Sight & Sound) presents where to start with the Italian master 
Federico Fellini, as well as exploring his impact on contemporary film culture today.  
Free for those aged 16-25. Don’t forget to pick up your £3 ticket for La dolce vita (p14), which screens the 
same evening. 
WED 15 JAN 18:30 BLUE ROOM 

 
 

Senior’s Free talk: Federico Fellini 
TRT 75min 
During his career Federico Fellini gave extensive interviews to UK TV in which he discussed his unique, fanciful 
and wildly extravagant cinema. As part of our Fellini season we present a selection of film extracts and TV 
interviews – a special opportunity for you to appreciate and better understand this master of cinema.  
Free for over-60s (booking by phone or in person only), otherwise normal matinee price.  
MON 6 JAN 11:00 NFT1 
 

The Imaginarium of Federico Fellini 
Fellini, a writer and illustrator, never wanted to become a film director or thought he had the skills to do so. 
But when, in his words, he ‘fell’ into it, he worked hard but treated filmmaking as play: to construct his 
fantasies, dreams, memories and obsessions in an autobiographical cinema of artifice and illusion. Join Matilde 
Nardelli, Senior Lecturer (University of West London), for this five-week illustrated course that will consider 
Fellini’s recurrent themes and concerns, but also less familiar perspectives on his work. 
Course Fee £90, Concs £75 

EVERY TUE FROM 14 JAN-18 FEB 18:30-20:30 STUDIO 
 

Philosophical Screens: La Strada and the Philosophy of Melancholy 
TRT 60min  
Fellini’s La Strada is bathed in an atmosphere of sadness, which the director described as being ‘like a shadow 
hanging over me’. In this session film philosophers William Brown, John Ó Maoilearca and Catherine Wheatley 
will explore the philosophical implications of the film’s melancholic tone, considering, among other things, its 
relationship to fatalism, Christian allegory and the timeless image of the weeping clown.  
Free to ticket holders of La Strada on Sat 18 Jan 13:00, otherwise £6.50 (tickets must be booked in advance 
due to capacity) 
SAT 18 JAN 15:00 BLUE ROOM 
 

Fellini’s Cultural and Visual Legacy 
TRT 80min 
The term Fellini-esque denotes the cinematic universe so memorably visualised and captured by Federico 
Fellini. Few filmmakers have had an adjective named after them, which attests to the significant impact of his 
vision not only on film culture but also on other artistic practices. Join this panel of special guests from across 
fashion, music and visual arts to discuss the influence and legacy of the Italian master on media and culture. 
Joint ticket available with Nights of Cabiria (Sat 18 Jan 18:30 only) £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
SAT 18 JAN 16:30 NFT1 
 

Focus on Fellini 
Join us in the BFI Reuben Library for a series of illustrated short talks on selected aspects of Fellini’s cinema. 
 
Fellini, Comic Strips and Caricatures by season programmer Pasquale Iannone  
12:00-12:30 
The Making of Fellini: Celebrity, Myth and Public Persona by lecturer and writer Julia Wagner 
12:40-13:10 

From Rimini to Roma: A Round Trip by academic Giulia Bindi 
16:40-17:10 
Fellini and Mass-image Culture by academic Matilde Nardelli 
17:20-17:50 



Free to ticket holders attending screenings across the Fellini Centenary Weekender (Sat 18 Jan and Sun 19 
Jan), otherwise £6.50 for all 4 sessions (must be booked in advance due to capacity) 
SUN 19 JAN BFI REUBEN LIBRARY 
 

CAROLE LOMBARD 

 

Carole Lombard and the Birth of Screwball 
TRT 90min 
In this illustrated talk, American film programmer Miriam Bale will discuss how the history of screwball 
comedy is inexplicably linked to Carole Lombard and her real-life personality as a free-spirited, glamourous 
tomboy. The work she made with Howard Hawks, Preston Sturges and others helped shape a subgenre of 
romantic films with fast-paced delivery, physical comedy, class consciousness, and an affectionate mockery of 
love. 
Tickets £6.50 

TUE 14 JAN 18:15 NFT3 
 

 

FAY WELDON 

 

Heart of the Country + Fay Weldon in conversation, hosted by Lord Melvyn Bragg 
BBC 1987. Dir Brian Farnham. With Susan Penhaligon, Christian Bale, Rosalind Bennett, Jaqueline Tong. Ep1 
60min. TRT 120min 
Fay Weldon’s first original serial for television was this deceptively savage, four-part examination of survival in 
the Britain of the 1980s. Weldon later revised the story for a best-selling novel. Following the screening, we’re 
pleased to welcome Fay Weldon to the BFI Southbank stage to talk about her work for television and her 
illustrious career, in conversation with Lord Melvyn Bragg. 
MON 13 JAN 18:20 NFT1 
 

The Cloning of Joanna May + Q&A with actor Patricia Hodge (work permitting) 
ITV 1992. Dir Philip Saville. With Patricia Hodge, Brian Cox, Peter Capaldi, James Purefoy. Parts 1&2 160min 
Fay Weldon’s futuristic fable tells the story of Joanna May, a woman in her 40s who’s still obsessively in love 
with her estranged husband Carl, the director of a nuclear energy corporation. Carl, however, remains 
consumed by jealousy and bitterness after discovering her brief affair, and when Joanna unexpectedly visits 
him she discovers he’s used genetic engineering to clone three younger versions of her. This production 
reunited director Philip Saville, star Patricia Hodge and screenwriter Ted Whitehead from Weldon’s earlier The 
Life and Loves of a She-Devil. 
SAT 25 JAN 14:20 NFT2 
 

 

BIG SCREEN CLASSICS 

 
The Women 
USA 1939. Dir George Cukor. With Joan Crawford, Norma Shearer, Rosalind Russell, Paulette Goddard. 133min. 
35mm U 
Adapted by Anita Loos and Jane Murfin from a play by Clare Boothe Luce, this boasts a splendid all-female cast 
playing a bunch of women gathered together who, perversely, spend most of their time thinking, speaking and 
scheming about the men they love, hate, desire or have just left. The sparkling, acerbic dialogue often targets 
male foibles; the result is a joyous celebration of womanhood.   
WED 1 JAN 15:30 NFT3 / SAT 11 JAN 14:20 NFT3 
 
Husbands 
USA 1970. Dir John Cassavetes. With John Cassavetes, Ben Gazzara, Peter Falk, Jenny Runacre. 138min. Digital 
4K restoration. 12A 
Moved by the funeral of a friend to go on a boozy binge that sees them suddenly head for London, three 
middle-aged New York commuters inadvertently reveal their feelings and anxieties about marriage, sex, 



friendship, work, ageing and so forth. The three leads, typifying Cassavetes’ brand of garrulous naturalism, are 
memorably vivid and plausible, pointedly highlighting the desperation beneath the macho bravado. 
FRI 3 JAN 18:00 NFT2 / SUN 5 JAN 19:40 NFT2 / SAT 11 JAN 20:20 NFT2 
 
Smiles of a Summer Night Sommarnattens Leende + intro by Geoff Andrew, Programmer-at-large* 
Sweden 1955. Dir Ingmar Bergman. With Eva Dahlbeck, Ulla Jacobsson, Harriet Andersson, Gunnar 
Bjornstrand. 109min. Digital. EST. PG  
Bergman’s first major hit found him in a light-hearted mood, creating a scintillating comedy of marital manners 
as several couples, ex-lovers and would-be lovers gather at a country house in the summer of 1900. Dissecting 
the characters’ various deceits and delusions with mischievous glee, he revels in the theatricality of their 
intrigue; the pleasingly ironic performances are pitched with seemingly effortless precision. 

Also available on  
THU 2 JAN 14:30 NFT3 / WED 8 JAN 18:05 NFT1* / SUN 12 JAN 19:50 NFT2 / TUE 28 JAN 20:50 NFT2 
 
To Sleep with Anger + intro by BFI programmer David Somerset* 
USA 1990. Dir Charles Burnett. With Danny Glover, Paul Butler, Mary Alice, Vonetta McGee. 101min. 35mm 
12A 
In Burnett’s tantalising blend of domestic drama and allegorical mysticism, the tensions within an African 
American family now living in LA come to a climax when they receive a visit from an old acquaintance (Glover). 
A boldly inventive meditation on the fraught relationship between tradition and modernity, the film has an 
unsettling, mysterious power. 
SAT 4 JAN 20:45 NFT3 / FRI 10 JAN 20:40 NFT3 / WED 15 JAN 18:10 NFT2* 
 
12 Angry Men 
USA 1957. Dir Sidney Lumet. With Henry Fonda, Lee J Cobb, Ed Begley, EG Marshall. 96min. Digital. U 
Lumet’s landmark courtroom drama – which actually takes place in the jury’s deliberation chamber – centres 
on Henry Fonda, typecast but superb as the lone juror who doubts the defendant’s guilt and fights a battle of 
wits against his fellow jurors’ various certainties and prejudices. Lumet milks the single-set claustrophobia for 
all it’s worth, and elicits a marvellous clutch of performances from a matchless cast. 
THU 9 JAN 17:45 NFT2 / SUN 19 JAN 16:50 NFT1 / MON 20 JAN 20:45 NFT3 
 
Touchez pas au grisbi 
France-Italy 1954. Dir Jacques Becker. With Jean Gabin, Paul Frankeur, Lino Ventura, Jeanne Moreau. 96min. 
Digital. EST. 15 
Ageing gangster Gabin decides to put together a posse to commit one last robbery before retiring; sadly, yet 
true to cinematic form, not all his partners-incrime can be trusted... Becker’s classic crime movie embellishes 
the generic storyline with plenty of humanising details; the characters are not so much criminals as individuals 
who happen to pursue their particular brand of happiness through criminal acts. 
MON 6 JAN 20:50 NFT1 / WED 8 JAN 21:00 NFT3 /THU 23 JAN 17:50 NFT2 
 
The Asphalt Jungle + intro by Dr Lucy Bolton, Queen Mary University of London* 
USA 1950. Dir John Huston. With Sterling Hayden, Louis Calhern, Jean Hagen, Sam Jaffe. 112min. Digital. PG 
John Huston’s much-imitated heist movie – famously a favourite of Jean-Pierre Melville – is a no-nonsense 
adaptation of WR Burnett’s novel about a gang of thieves that falls apart after a daring robbery. More film gris 
than film noir, it boasts superb camerawork by Harold Rosson and a great cast of familiar, mostly world-weary 
faces, including, briefly and less wearily, a young Marilyn Monroe. 
TUE 7 JAN 20:45 NFT3 / WED 22 JAN 18:00 NFT3* / MON 27 JAN 18:10 NFT2 
 
Johnny Guitar 
USA 1954. Dir Nicholas Ray. With Joan Crawford, Sterling Hayden, Mercedes McCambridge, Scott Brady. 
110min. Digital 4K. PG 
Nicholas Ray’s remarkable western sees bar-owner Vienna (Crawford) and hired-hand Johnny (Hayden) caught 
between a gang of prospectors suspected of a robbery and the local farmers whipped up by repressed 
psychotic Emma (McCambridge), who hates almost everyone. This portrait of a bitterly divided community – a 
Freudian, feminist or Marxist allegory? – was a rich response to the McCarthy witchhunts, and it remains all 
too relevant. 



THU 2 JAN 20:30 NFT2 / FRI 10 JAN 18:20 NFT3 / SUN 26 JAN 19:50 NFT3 
 
Rio Bravo + intro by Geoff Andrew, Programmer-at-large* 
USA 1959. Dir Howard Hawks. With John Wayne, Dean Martin, Angie Dickinson, Walter Brennan. 141min. 
Digital. PG 
The greatest of Hawks’ classic westerns characteristically celebrates group loyalty, mutual respect and quiet 
professionalism as a marshal (Wayne) is lent support by a very motley crew (drunkard, dancer, old-timer, 
youngster, etc) in his ongoing battle against a clan determined to get one of their number – a murderer – out 
of jail. Warm, witty, touching, and packed with memorably staged set-pieces. 
SUN 12 JAN 13:30 NFT2 / WED 29 JAN 18:00 NFT3* 
 
Army of Shadows L’armée des ombres 
France-Italy 1969. Dir Jean-Pierre Melville. With Lino Ventura, Paul Meurisse, Simone Signoret, Jean-Pierre 
Cassel. 145min. Digital. EST. 12A 
Often stylistically reminiscent of his gangster movies, Melville’s tribute to the French Resistance is an almost 
Hawksian study of the dynamics of the group: in order to achieve their ambitions and remain invisible to the 
occupying Germans, the members of the underground must prioritise absolute professionalism, secrecy and 
loyalty to colleagues over their own lives. The great Lino Ventura plays the quintessential Melville hero. 
TUE 14 JAN 20:15 NFT3 / SAT 25 JAN 17:30 NFT3 / FRI 31 JAN 20:15 NFT2 
 
Day for Night La Nuit américaine 
France-Italy 1973. Dir François Truffaut. With François Truffaut, Jacqueline Bisset, Jean-Pierre Léaud, Jean-
Pierre Aumont. 115min. 35mm EST. 12A 
Truffaut’s loving tribute to the world of filmmaking depicts the fond but frequently fraught interplay between 
the director (Truffaut himself), his cast and crew as they make a melodrama in a studio in Nice. Ebullient, 
irreverent, funny and sometimes deeply affecting, the film celebrates both the illusionism that is cinema and 
the volatile, short-lived ‘family’ that comes together for a shoot. 
MON 13 JAN 18:10 NFT2 / FRI 24 JAN 18:10 NFT2 / SUN 26 JAN 20:00 NFT1 / THU 30 JAN 20:50 NFT2 
 
Freaks 
USA 1932. Dir Tod Browning. With Harry Earles, Olga Baclanova, Leila Hyams, Wallace Ford. 64min. 35mm 12A 
Tod Browning cast actors with disabilities for his extraordinary fable of exploitation and revenge among the 
members of a travelling carnival show (a milieu the director himself knew well). When one of their number is 
tricked and threatened by the trapeze artist and her strongman lover, the performers – regarded and depicted 
with great sensitivity by the director – band together to take action. 

Also available on  
+ Slick Hare 
USA 1947. Dir Friz Freleng. 8min 
There are movie gags galore in this Merrie Melodies cartoon as Hollywood stars gather at a stylish restaurant, 
where Elmer Fudd is a waiter and Bogart wants to eat rabbit. Enter Bugs... 
MON 6 JAN 18:00 NFT3 / THU 16 JAN 21:00 NFT3 / SAT 18 JAN 18:00 NFT3 / TUE 21 JAN 18:00 NFT3 
 
 
SPECIAL FILMS & EVENTS 

Dates for your cultural diary, from DVD/Blu-ray launches to weekenders, film summits and festivals 

 

Flipside at 40 + discussion 
TRT 120min 
This special event celebrates the BFI Flipside Blu-ray and DVD strand, which after 39 releases is still unearthing 
obscure cinema and TV must-sees, on its ongoing mission to curate an alternative Brit-screen history in deluxe 
home entertainment editions. Tonight we present rarely-screened short, sharp shockers: a past-it popster 
faces death in G.G.Passion (1966, Dir David Bailey), introduced by its star Caroline Munro; paranormal 
peculiarities unsettle unfortunate picnickers in The Lake (1978, Dir Lindsey C Vickers); and Dreamhouse (1983, 
Dir Al Beresford) sees newlyweds surprised by something sinister that the surveyor missed. Followed by a 
discussion with Flipside perpetrators Sam Dunn, Jane Giles, William Fowler, Vic Pratt, Jo Botting and Douglas 



Weir, in anticipation of the release of ‘Flipside 40’: Lewis Gilbert’s 1952 juvenile delinquency thriller Cosh Boy. 
Cosh Boy will be released as a dual-format Blu-ray/DVD edition on Mon 20 Jan 
WED 15 JAN 18:30 NFT1 
 

BFI NETWORK Nights 
TRT c.110min 
Join the BFI NETWORK team for a programme of short films they’re loving right now, topped off with some 
filmmaker discussion and industry networking. Whether you’re a filmmaker looking for inspiration, an agent 
looking for the hottest new talent or a fan of short film, this programme will reveal the most exciting talent 
working in the UK right now and introduce you to some of the faces behind the camera. BFI NETWORK exists 
to support, develop and champion new filmmakers looking to kick-start their career. network.bfi.org.uk. 
Tickets £8, £3 tickets in advance for 25-andunder. 
The screening is followed by a drinks reception in the BLUE ROOM, open to all ticket holders 
THU 30 JAN 18:40 NFT3 

 
 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 
Celebrate Chinese New Year in a variety of genres, from the traditional New Year’s fare of comedy-drama, to 
popular new documentary 
 
Seniors’ Free Matinee: Mountains May Depart Shan he gu ren + intro  
China-France-Japan 2015. Dir Jia Zhangke. With Tao Zhao, Yi Zhang, Jing Dong Liang, Sylvia Chang. 126min. 
Format tbc. Mandarin and Cantonese with EST. 12A 
From a master of contemporary Chinese cinema comes this ambitious and deeply moving drama spanning 
three time periods in the life of Shen Tao and her two suitors; one offering love, the other financial security. 
The film begins on the cusp of the new millennium and ends in 2025, an attempt by the director to evoke a 
‘collective history for that generation’.  
Free for over-60s (booking by phone or in person only), otherwise normal matinee price  
In partnership with 

 
MON 13 JAN 14:00 NFT1 
 
Little Q 
China-Hong Kong 2019. Dir Wing-Cheong Law. With Simon Yam, Gigi Leung, Charlie Yeung, Allie Chan. 107min. 
Digital. Mandarin and Cantonese with EST 
Well received by audiences and critics alike in Hong Kong and mainland China, Little Q tells the story of a 
grumpy celebrity chef who’s going blind and the guide dog that shows him life doesn’t need to end with his 
sight loss. This charming tale of transformation and friendship is sure to tug on your heart-strings. 
SUN 19 JAN 15:00 NFT2 

 
Supported by 

 
 
All’s Well Ends Well Ga yau hei si 
Hong Kong 1992. Dir Clifton Ko. With Stephen Chow, Leslie Cheung, Maggie Cheung, Raymond Bak-Ming 
Wong. 100min. Digital. Cantonese with EST. PG 



One of the first modern lunar New Year blockbusters – released to coincide with the larger movie audience at 
that time of year – this Hong Kong comedy has an all-star cast in a tale of sibling rivalry, as three brothers fib 
and play pranks to win parental approval. This ‘mo lei tau’ (a film of little sense but lots of good-natured 
humour) is now considered a beloved classic by most Chinese audiences. 
THU 23 JAN 18:00 NFT3 
Supported by 

 
 
Four Springs + intro 
China 2017. Dir Qingyi Lu. 105min. Digital. EST  
Made on a tiny budget by a first-time director, Four Springs became a surprise box-office hit in China. Set in a 
remote rural town in Southern Guizhou, this intimate and life-affirming observational documentary follows the 
director’s parents as they prepare for and celebrate New Year over a period of four years, capturing the 
family’s toils, singing, excursions in nature, visits to friends and extended families, funerals, reunions, and 
separation.  
Followed by a book launch of Dr Victor Fan’s Extraterritoriality: Locating Hong Kong Cinema and Media in the 
Blue Room 
SUN 26 JAN 14:20 NFT3 
 

REGULAR PROGRAMME 
We have something for everyone – whether you’re into silent treasures, LGBTQ+ cinema, experimental works 
or want to bring the kids to a Funday preview… 
 

AFRICAN ODYSSEYS 

Inspirational films by and about the people of Africa, from archive classics to new cinema and docs 

 
Harriet + Q&A with educator and author Dr Michelle Asantewa, and a Skype appearance from director Kasi 
Lemmons (work permitting) 
USA 2019. Dir Kasi Lemmons. With Cynthia Erivo, Janelle Monáe, Leslie Odom Jr, Clarke Peters. 125min. Digital. 
Cert tbc 
An epic new drama following the life of Harriet Tubman, a remarkable woman who escaped slavery in the US 
in 1849 and travelled alone over 100 miles on foot to arrive in the first free state of Philadelphia. She would 
become the most famous conductor on the ‘underground railroad’ – returning 13 times to help over 70 more 
enslaved Africans escape the living hell of slavery. Don’t miss this vital story in the history of the US, with an 
impressive cast and directed by one of the few Black female directors in Hollywood. 
Tickets £6.50 
SAT 25 JAN 14:00 NFT1 
 
 
WOMAN WITH A MOVIE CAMERA 
We celebrate women’s contribution to cinema and spotlight female stories 
 
Girlfight + Skype Q&A with director Karyn Kusama 
USA 2000. Dir Karyn Kusama. With Michelle Rodriguez, Douglas Santiago, Jaime Tirelli. 110min. Format tbc. 15 
Diana is a Brooklyn teenager whose hot temper gets her into plenty of fights. These are mainly in the school 
hallways – until she accompanies her brother to boxing training and develops a taste for the ring. Yet the 
bigger fight lies ahead, as she struggles to establish herself in a man’s world. This spotlight of female boxing 
packs a punch, with two outstanding debuts: Karyn Kusama behind the camera and the unforgettable Michelle 
Rodriguez in front of it. This screening marks 20 years since the film premiered at Sundance and won the 
Grand Jury Prize. We’re thrilled that Kusama will be joining us via Skype to reflect on her enduring debut. 
WED 22 JAN 20:30 NFT3 
 
EXPERIMENTA 
Artist film and alternative moving-image culture; works that break with convention 
 



Vampire Power: Vampir-Cuadecuc + Mark of Lillith + discussion with academic Roger Luckhurst (editor, 
Cambridge Companion to Dracula) and artist Tanoa Sasraku-Ansah  
TRT 120min 
An intensely experimental vampire movie like no other, both jarring and atmospheric, Vampir-Cuadecuc (1972) 
was shot guerrilla-style on set during production of Jess Franco’s Count Dracula, using high-contrast b&w 
16mm. Director Pere Portabella spins haunting new narratives around this classic gothic tale and connects it to 
dictator-era Spain, in which it was made. We also screen Mark of Lillith (1986, Dirs Polly Gladwin, Isiling Mack-
Nataf, Bruna Fionda), in which black lesbian filmmaker Zena meets Lillia, a white, undead wraith – 
deconstructing the traditional image of the vampire and exploring the politics of race and relationships. 

Also available on  
This special event forms an adjunct to the London-wide season A Worm Tail’s View is Often the True One: Films 
by Pere Portabella 
TUE 28 JAN 20:30 NFT3 
 
SONIC CINEMA  
Music-inspired films and events, a feast for the ears and the eyes 
 
Bait with Live Score by Gwenno Saunders 
UK 2019. Dir Mark Jenkin. With Edward Rowe, Mary Woodvine, Giles King, Simon Shepherd. 89min. Digital. 15 
To coincide in with the BFI’s dual format (DVD and Blu-ray) and BFI Player release of Bait, we’re thrilled to be 
presenting the film with a live score from Gwenno Saunders. Saunders won the Welsh Music Prize in 2015 for 
her stunning album Y Dydd Olaf. Her 2018 follow up, Le Kov, is performed exclusively in Cornish (her first 
language) – so the stars aligned when director Mark Jenkin asked her to be a part of the soundtrack to his 
Cornish film about a fisherman’s struggle to preserve his traditional way of life. With Saunders’ background in 
dance, theatre and performance, expect the unexpected with this new take on the atmospheric world of Bait. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less), booking essential 
FRI 17 JAN 19:30 NFT1 
 
BUG 
A perfect synergy of comedy, music videos and adventures on the internet 
 
BUG 61 
TRT 100min 
Do you want some new, awesome music videos and perhaps a special guest or two? Your favourite host Adam 
Buxton returns with a programme of the best creative work out there, along with some digital tomfoolery. 
Booking is essential!  
Tickets £20, concs £16 (Members pay £2 less 
THU 23 JAN 20:45 NFT1 / THU 30 JAN 18:30 NFT1 / THU 30 JAN 20:45 NFT1 
 
TERROR VISION 
The darker side of cinema; films that will horrify and astound 
 
The Children 
USA 1980. Dir Max Kalmanowicz. With Martin Shakar, Gil Rogers, Gale Garnett. 94min. Digital. 18 
After their school bus inadvertently passes through a cloud of toxic gas, a gaggle of unfortunate pre-teens are 
turned into radioactive zombies with killer hugs. Sharing many of the same crew as Friday the 13th (with which 
it was shot back-to-back), this deliciously depraved mash-up of Romero’s Night of the Living Dead and 
Cronenberg’s The Brood is a criminally underrated exploitation classic. 
THU 30 JAN 20:40 NFT3 
 
PROJECTING THE ARCHIVE 
A rare chance to see rediscovered British features from the BFI National Archive. In honour of Dr Clifford Shaw 
 
The Dark Tower + intro by BFI Curator Josephine Botting 
UK 1942. Dir John Harlow. With Herbert Lom, Anne Crawford, David Farrar, Ben Lyon. 93min. 35mm PG 



Phil Danton’s circus is on the point of collapse when a mysterious stranger arrives offering his services. Can he 
save the cash-strapped troupe from bankruptcy, or does he have more sinister goals? Herbert Lom gives a 
compelling performance as the suave yet menacing hypnotist whose presence divides the loyalties of the big-
top performers. Director Harlow juggles the film’s unsettling elements with some light relief, mostly provided 
by Elsie Wagstaff as the world-weary wife of the circus accountant. The original play and its 1934 screen 
version (The Man with Two Faces, starring Edward G Robinson) were set in the American theatrical world; its 
transposition to the circus enhances the story’s dramatic possibilities immensely. 
THU 9 JAN 18:15 NFT1 

 
 
SILENT CINEMA 
Enjoy the best international restorations, often with a live musical accompaniment 
 
The Good Bad Man + intro 
USA 1916. Dir Allan Dwan. With Douglas Fairbanks, Bessie Love, Sam De Grasse. 50min. 35mm With live piano 
accompaniment. PG 
Allan Dwan’s compact early western celebrates the landscape of the Old West that he so loved, while also 
packing real emotional depth. ‘Passin’ Through’ (Fairbanks) is a rootless bandit who robs to help children ‘born 
in shame’. During a run-in with a gang of outlaws he meets and falls for the adorable Sarah May (Love). The 
rhyming intertitles by Anita Loos and John Emerson add to the charm. Future director Victor Fleming was the 
film’s cinematographer. Restoration by Cinémathèque Francaise, San Francisco Silent Film Festival and Film 
Preservation Society 
+ The Fear 
USA 1912. Dir Allan Dwan. With George Periolat, Jessalyn Van Trump. 15min 
A tale of unrequited love by the sea. 
SUN 12 JAN 14:50 NFT3 
 
FUTURE FILM 
Screenings, industry guests and networking events for 16 to 25-year-olds 
 
Future Film Labs: Producers 
Future Film Labs offers industry insight, practical masterclasses, professional advice and networking for young 
emerging filmmakers. This month our panel illuminates the world of the film producer, those talented 
individuals who help hold a project together. We wrap up with free networking drinks featuring drop-in 
scripting, casting and career surgeries with script doctors and our partners Backstage and Mandy.com.  
Tickets £6 or bring a friend for £10 
BFI Future Film supported by  

 
Headline sponsor of Future Film Labs: 

 
SAT 14 DEC 12:30 NFT3 
 
 
BFI FAMILIES  

 

THE KING AND THE MOCKINGBIRD LE ROI ET L’OISEAU 
France 1980. Dir Paul Grimault. With the voices of Jean Martin, Pascal Mazzotti, Raymond Bussières. 93min . 
Digital. EST, with reading of s ubtitles for younger audiences. U 
This French animated classic, 30 years in the making, tells the story of a young chimney sweep and 
shepherdess who fall in love but find their romance the subject of unwanted attention from the king of the 
land. A kind bird may prove to be the only chance the lovers have of staying together when the king’s plans 
take a sinister turn... 



SAT 11 JAN 13:00 NFT2 
 
FUNDAY: TOY STORY 4 
USA 2019. Dir Josh Coolley. With the voices of Tom Hanks, Tim Allen, Joan Cusack. 100min. Digital (2D). U 
Nine years after Toy Story 3, Pixar re unite s Woody, Buzz and the other toys for their next action-packed, 
emotional adventure. In this new instalment they go on a family road trip, and must help new addition Forky, 
an arts-and-crafts creation, fin d confidence about his place in the toy world, with a little help from old 
friend Bo Peep. 
SUN 26 JAN 12:0 0 NFT1 
 
TOY STORY 4 
It’s play time! Bring your little ones along to our arts-and- crafts area to make all kinds of toys come to life. 
Dream up and animate your own stories and character s, and open up a whole toy box of treats and fun! 
This is a drop-in workshop, free to ticket holders of Toy Story 4 
SUN 26 JAN 10:30 FOYER 
 


