
    
 

BORN DIGITAL: NEW AND EMERGING TALENT SEARCH 

BBC and the BFI will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web by 
searching for new and emerging filmmakers to produce creative short films 

Apply at BFI Network website, deadline Tuesday 16 October 2018 

 

London, Wednesday 19 September 2018 – The BFI and BBC have partnered in the search for emerging 

filmmakers and artists, to produce short films that showcase the creativity and diversity of the next 

generation of film talent in the UK today. These shorts will explore what it means to be Born Digital, 

marking the 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web.  

 

Applications to the Born Digital project open today, inviting filmmakers to submit their proposed shorts 

for the chance to be one of 10 – 12 films selected. Those selected will be awarded a grant of between 

£3000 and £5000 towards the creation or completion of an original short film. Additionally successful 

films will have the chance to be screened at BFI Southbank as well as broadcast on BBC Four in early 

spring 2019 to mark this anniversary. 

 

Both digital natives and those who experienced the pre-internet world are asked to produce films that 

reflect on, respond to and capture the experience of living in a digital environment as well as how they 

have been shaped by it or even resisted it. Films and filmmakers are encouraged to be innovative with 

the tools, techniques and visual grammar developed over the last 30 years of technological change.  

 

BBC and the BFI are looking to discover vibrant and cotemporary storytelling which showcases today’s 

connect world, exploring themes such as AI, data, privacy, isolation, community, gaming and more. 

Selected films should speak with a sense of purpose, warmth and wit and be anywhere between 4 – 12 

minutes long. Filmmakers are not limited to a genre and can experiment with documentary, fiction, 

animation or a mix. 

 

To be eligible to apply applicants must be a UK resident aged 18 or over, with no key creative credits on 

a broadcast TV programme, a feature length film, or more than three professional short films. All 

proposals must be submitted via the Application Form provided on the BFI NETWORK website before 

the submission deadline at 23:59 on Tuesday 16 October 2018.   

 

https://bit.ly/2MKrNAL


This is the third edition of the UK-wide collaboration between the BFI and BBC Four which encourages 

and supports talent from a variety of disciplines. Previous projects included Listen to Britain 2017 and 

Animation 2018.  

 

This project is part of Born Digital, a series of BFI Southbank seasons, events and partnerships 

celebrating the 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web in 2019.  

 

Cassian Harrison, Channel Editor, BBC Four says: “This is the third in our new talent initiatives in 

partnership with the BFI and I’m particularly excited by the possibilities and innovations that a truly 

new-technology brief will bring us. 

Lamia Dabboussy, Editor, BBC Arts, says: “I am delighted to be partnering with the BFI again on this 

fantastic initiative. BBC Arts wants to discover new exciting talent whenever possible and I am sure 

these filmmakers of the future will find much creative inspiration reflecting on what it means to live in 

our connected, digital world.” 

  
Gillian Scothern, Broadcast Producer, BFI, says: “The 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web offers an 

exciting opportunity to focus on innovative storytelling using new technologies. The transformative 

impacts of digital forms provides the perfect subject to inspire new and emerging filmmakers. We’re 

really eager to see projects which encapsulate the breath of talent and experiences from across the 

UK.” 

 

For further details on Born Digital and to apply, please visit the BFI NETWORK website: 

https://network.bfi.org.uk/news-and-features/industry-insights/born-digital-new-and-emerging-talent-

search 

 

- Ends - 
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About the BFI 
The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film 
environment in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

• Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  
• Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future 

generations  
• Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in creative, distinctive 

and entertaining work  
• Promoting British film and talent to the world   
• Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 

 
The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for film. The BFI serves a 
public role which covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects of film in the UK. It delivers this 
role: 

• As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government 
• By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK 
• By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK. 

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. 
The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Josh Berger CBE. 
 
BBC Arts 
The BBC is the biggest creator of arts content and is Britain's creative partner – a stage for the nation to 
experience the very best arts; when they want, how they want.  

• The nation’s stage: access to arts and culture programming for all through the licence fee – 
we create and showcase more arts and culture than any other broadcaster 

• An Innovator: constantly finding new ways to bring the best quality culture to audiences; 
working with the arts sector as partner and acting as a hot house for new talent  

• Britain’s creative partner: a bold force in the UK creative sector as creator and 
commissioner, also a platform for new talent 

• An investor in quality: we only present the highest quality arts and culture programming, 
crafted by skilled production teams and shared with all audiences  

• Bringing the nation together: like no other we create and amplify moments in arts and 
culture, cutting through with a broad audience 
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