
 

 

BFI FLARE LONDON LGBTIQ+ FILM FESTIVAL BRINGS A FREE DIGITAL 

OFFER INTO HOMES WITH BFI PLAYER 

#BFIFlareAtHome 

For Immediate release: 19 March 2020, 11:00, BFI, London. 

While cinema lovers are stuck at home over the coming weeks BFI Flare London LGBTIQ+ Film 

Festival is migrating to BFI Flare at Home following the Festival’s last minute cancellation earlier this 

week due to the rapidly evolving COVID-19 pandemic.  

In just days, festival organisers have created an offer to give festival bookers the opportunity to see 

on BFI Player a number of great LGBTIQ+ shorts and features from 20-29 March that were due to 

screen at BFI Flare. New work will include Levan Akin’s exquisite Georgian-set romance, the Cannes-

winner, And Then We Danced; Olivier Ducastel and Jacques Martineau’s deliciously enigmatic 

chamber piece, Don’t Look Down and Daniel Karslake’s powerful documentary about four different 

LGBTIQ+ individuals who experience bruising encounters with organised religion, For They Know Not 

What They Do. Other titles are due to be confirmed in the coming days. 

BFI Flare at Home will sit alongside great short work from BFI Flare Five Films For Freedom short 

films, made available in partnership with the British Council to roll out over 10 days from Friday 20th 

March. The BFI’s existing collection of favourites from previous BFI Flare Festivals, much loved queer 

film classics, and the free BFI National Archive curated LGBT Britain on Film Collection,  will also be 

available, giving access to over 230 films in total.    

Through its social media channels, BFI Flare will also be hosting live Q&A’s with filmmakers, offering 

daily curated programmer recommendations of work from the BFI Player Flare collections, and will 

be bringing the party to living rooms around the UK with a curated closing night DJ set made 

available as a Spotify playlist, bringing the BFI Flare party vibe to house parties everywhere.  

Tricia Tuttle, Director of Festivals, BFI said 

‘BFI Flare is a very special and long standing festival with a loyal and dedicated following so when the 

decision was made to cancel the ‘live’ festival the team knew that they wanted to share some 

elements of BFI Flare digitally to celebrate the spirit of BFI Flare and the incredible range of LGBTIQ+ 

stories from talented filmmakers being told in the UK and internationally. We want to bring some of 

the spirit of Flare into viewers’ living rooms.’ 

Five Films For Freedom, the world’s largest LGBTIQ+ digital campaign marks its sixth year by 

broadcasting five brand new LGBTIQ+ short films to countries around the world, including those 

where homosexuality remains illegal. With these new titles filmmakers from Norway, Ireland, Brazil, 



and the UK come together to explore compelling LGBTIQ+ realities, from navigating family 

relationships to the struggle for and celebration of sexual freedom.  

In a continuing creative partnership with the BFI, the British Council have made these five short films 

from the BFI Flare: London LGBTIQ+ Film Festival available across the British Council’s global digital 

networks free of charge, from 18 - 29 March 2020 https://www.youtube.com/user/britishcouncil. 

The Five Films For Freedom titles will also be available to UK audiences to watch for free on BFI 

Player during this time https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/collection/fivefilmsforfreedom  

In addition to the new titles from this year’s Festival, viewers will have access to a wealth of LGBTIQ+ 

films available on BFI Player from across the globe, spanning, subscription, rental and free content to 

explore via the BFI Flare home page https://player.bfi.org.uk/flare. This impressive collection 

includes festival favourites from the last couple of editions as well as classic titles from the cream of 

LGBTIQ+ Filmmaking talent including Andrew Haigh, Campbell X, Celine Sciamma, Derek Jarman, 

Desiree Akhavan Gregg Araki, Isaac Julien, Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Ron Peck, Wanuri Kahiu, with 

titles such as 120 BPM, APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR, CARAVAGGIO, A DEAL WITH THE UNIVERSE, A 

FANTASTIC WOMAN, FREAK SHOW, GIANT LITTLE ONES, GOD’S OWN COUNTRY, THE GARDEN, I AM 

DIVINE, JT LEROY, JONATHAN AGASSI SAVED MY LIFE, JUBILEE, LEAVE IT ON THE FLOOR, LOVE IS THE 

DEVIL, MAPPLETHORPE, THE MISEDUCATION OF CAMERON POST, MYSTERIOUS SKIN, LA NOCHE, 

RAFIKI, SAUVAGE, SIXTH HAPPINESS, STRANGER BY THE LAKE, STUD LIFE, TELL IT TO THE BEES, 

TOMBOY, TOM OF FINLAND, TUCKED, VITA & VIRGINIA, WEEKEND, XXY, YOUNG SOUL REBELS,  

Viewers also have access to the free LGBT Britain on Film collection, a colourful and challenging 

collection of archive films drawn from the BFI National Archive and regional and national archive 

partners, exploring screen representations of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender lives over the 

past century https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/collection/lgbt-britain  

The new BFI Flare at Home programme will be available to be enjoyed in the safety of homes 

around the UK via BFI Player, the BFI’s VOD service. A special offer for BFI Player’s subscription 

service will be offered to audiences who had booked for BFI Flare, with general audiences invited to 

sign up for a free two week trial of BFI Player as well as existing BFI Player subscribers to take 

advantage of the enhanced BFI Flare collection. Most content will be available as part of the SVOD 

collection, with some additional titles available for rental/TVOD.  

BFI Flare hopes to announce more titles as they become available in the coming days. 

At this incredibly difficult and unprecedented time we are forever grateful and reliant on the 

supporters who share our vision and help ensure we are able to fulfil it.   We thank the Pureland 

Foundation,  American Airlines, Mishcon de Reya, PGIM, The May Fair Hotel, Interbank Forum and 

all our in kind and media partners for their continued generosity and true partnership spirit.   
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
BFI Flare: London LGBTIQ+ Film Festival is the UK’s longest running queer film event. It began in 
1986 as Gay’s Own Pictures. By its 3rd edition it was tagged the London Lesbian and Gay Film Festival 
and since then has grown to become the largest LGBTIQ+ film event in the UK, and its most 
anticipated. The Festival changed its name to BFI Flare in 2014 to reflect the increasing diversity of 
its films, filmmakers and audience. The festival is programmed by Jay Bernard, Michael Blyth, Zorian 
Clayton, Brian Robinson, Emma Smart and guest programmer Tara Brown, led by Festivals Director, 
Tricia Tuttle.  
 
The 2019 edition of BFI Flare: London LGBTIQ+ Film Festival included 53 feature films, an expanded 
industry programme, selected films on BFI Player VOD service, a series of special events and archive 
screenings. Five Films For Freedom saw BFI Flare offer five LGBTIQ+ short films for free across the 
world and promoted through the British Council’s global networks. The full programme was made 
available on 20th February. The festival ran from 21st - 31st March 2019. www.bfi.org.uk/Flare  
 
Pureland Foundation 
 
Pureland Foundation is Main Supporter of BFI Flare London LGBTIQ+ Film Festival. 
 
The Pureland Foundation supports institutions, charities and programmes that promote social, 
spiritual and emotional wellness, with an emphasis on art and music.  
 
Pure Land in Buddhism refers to the realm of higher consciousness, peace and harmony.  Although 
not based in any religion, the Foundation seeks to create and promote the interconnectedness and 
sense of “pure land” in our daily lives. 
 
The Pureland Foundation was founded by Bruno Wang, a Chinese philanthropist, cultural patron and 
businessman.  The Foundation reflects Mr. Wang’s well-established interests in meditation, holistic 
wellbeing, art and music.     
 
www.purelandfoundation.com   
 
About the BFI 
 
The BFI is the UK’s lead organisation for film, television and the moving image. It is a cultural charity 
that: 

 Curates and presents the greatest international public programme of World Cinema for 
audiences; in cinemas, at festivals and online  

 Cares for the BFI National Archive – the most significant film and television archive in the 
world 

 Actively seeks out and supports the next generation of filmmakers  

 Works with Government and Industry to make the UK the most creatively exciting and 
prosperous place to make film internationally 
 

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. The BFI Board of 

Governors is chaired by Josh Berger CBE. 
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