
 

HOME ON THE ROAD – Miha Verdonik wins Best 16–18 Short Film Award, supported by The Chapman Charitable Trust 

ALL THE KING'S MEN – Amber Little wins Best 19–25 Short Film Award, supported by The Chapman Charitable Trust 

VIRGINIA – Francesco Puppini wins Future Film Lab Award, supported by LaCie 

DUO – Simona Mehandzhieva wins Best New Talent: Animation 

MOTHERLAND – Tracey Lopes & Alicia Quayson wins Best New Talent: Documentary 

IN PASSING – Esther Cheung wins Best Non-Narrative Film, supported by Black Dog 

OLD FRIENDS – Ben Hector wins Best Writer 

PAIRED UP – Charlotte Regan wins Best Director, supported by TikTok 

CANCEL – Sebastian Micci wins Best International Short, supported by The London School Of English 

ONE FRAME PER RAID SIREN – Khaled Moeit wins Best International Short: Special Mention, supported by The London 

School Of English 

Thursday 20 February 2020, London. 
The winners of the BFI Future Film Festival Awards were announced this evening at a ceremony at BFI Southbank, 
hosted by BBC Radio 1’s Ali Plumb. The annual Festival, which kicked off today and continues throughout the 
weekend, recognises upcoming filmmaking talent across 10 awards categories. Three of this year’s films have been 
selected by the Festival’s first ever jury who deliberated on Best Short Film for two age categories, 16-18 and 19-25, 
as well as the Future Film Lab Award. Director Sarah Gavron (ROCKS) chaired the jury, sitting alongside Ncuti Gatwa 
(SEX EDUCATION), Aki Omoshaybi (REAL), Annabel Jones (BLACK MIRROR) and Jess Loveland Head of BFI 
NETWORK. 
 
THE WINNERS 
 
HOME ON THE ROAD – Miha Verdonik wins Best 16–18 Short Film Award 

The jury selected Miha Verdonik’s HOME ON THE ROAD, a documentary which follows a thirteen-year-old girl who 
has to leave her home to join a travelling funfair. 
 
Sarah Gavron, Jury Chair said, “HOME ON THE ROAD is a frank and open documentary exploring the age old story of 

running away to join a funfair. Miha Verdonik’s film is a complex piece, creating a complete world in just six 

minutes, which draws you in and leaves you wanting more.” 

 
This category recognises the Best Short Film made by a UK-based filmmaker aged 16 – 18, awarding the winner 
£1,000. The award is supported by the Chapman Charitable Trust. 
 



ALL THE KING'S MEN – Amber Little wins Best 19–25 Short Film Award 

Amber Little’s ALL THE KING’S MEN follows Europe’s best Elvis Presley tribute artists as they compete for the title of 
European Champion over one weekend in Birmingham.    
 
Sarah Gavron, Jury Chair said, “ALL THE KING’S MEN is bursting with visual richness and energy and is a charming 

film. Amber Little has delivered a striking debut which delves into the little known world of the European Elvis 

tribute act championship. The film is a documentary which skilfully explored the differing journeys of each 

competitor.” 

 
This £1,000 award recognises the Best Short Film made by a UK-based filmmaker aged 19 – 25 at the time of 
making the film. The award is supported by the Chapman Charitable Trust. 
 
VIRGINIA – Francesco Puppini wins Future Film Lab Award  

This award recognises raw talent and potential, a filmmaker who can demonstrate creativity and passion with an 
eye for film. The award is supported by LaCie and the prize is £5,000 towards the budget of a new film, alongside a 
year of mentoring and access to camera kit and technical support. 
 
The winning film, VIRGINIA, by Francesco Puppini, tells the story of a psychic whose old memory of a fire haunts 
her. 
 
Sarah Gavron, Jury Chair said, “Francesco Puppini demonstrates an ambitious cinematic vision in VIRGINIA and the 

result is a very accomplished film which shows huge technical skill.  Throughout the film you see exquisite poetic 

imagery with a very cohesive tone and a distinctive feel. VIRGINIA is precisely executed and Francesco has artfully 

pulled off a difficult concept.” 

 

In addition to the three awards judged by the jury, the following competition categories have been judged by BFI 

and industry experts.  

 

 DUO – Simona Mehandzhieva wins Best New Talent: Animation  

Judged by BFI National Archive’s Curator of Animation Jez Stewart, DUO was inspired by the works of film 
noir and German expressionism and exhibits the split personality of the character trough abstract visual work. 
Simona Mehandzhieva receives £750 prize money.  
 

 MOTHERLAND – Tracey Lopes & Alicia Quayson wins Best New Talent: Documentary  
Sheffield Doc/Fest Film Programmer Mita Suri has selected MOTHERLAND for best documentary receiving 
£750 prize money. The film is a personal documentary told through film and still images, exploring the way in 
which culture has a fundamental influence within the African Diaspora in London.  

 

 IN PASSING – Esther Cheung wins Best Non-Narrative Film 
IN PASSING, a portrait of seventies Hong Kong as remembered by Toronto-based artist Esther Cheung’s 
parents, was selected by Black Dog’s Head of UK, Martin Roker. Cheung will receive £1,000 prize money, 
sponsored by Black Dog.  
 

 OLD FRIENDS – Ben Hector wins Best Writer 
Sight & Sound’s Editor-in-Chief Mike Williams selects Ben Hector as Best Writer for his short OLD FRIENDS, a 
story of two old friends who discover they have less in common than they thought. Hector receives £750 prize 
money. 
 

 PAIRED UP – Charlotte Regan wins Best Director  
BFI NETWORK’s Caragh Davison has selected Charlotte Regan as Best Director, a category sponsored by TikTok, 
for her short PAIRED UP and she receives £750 prize money.   
 

 CANCEL – Sebastian Micci wins Best International Short  

 ONE FRAME PER RAID SIREN – Khaled Moeit wins Best International Short: Special Mention  



Timothy Blake, London School of English, has selected CANCEL as the Best International Short awarding £1,000 

to Sebastian Micci who currently studies film at the Valand Academy of Film in Gothenburg. In addition Blake 

awarded ONE FRAME PER RAID SIREN, for which Khaled Moeit receives £750. 

 

In addition to the award’s prizes listed above Canon Camera will supply one year of free rental to the winners of 
the following categories, Best 16-18 Short Film Award, Best 19-25 Short Film, Future Film Lab Award, Best New 
Talent: Documentary and Best Director.   
 
The Reuben Foundation also return as the lead supporter of BFI FUTURE FILM. The Foundation’s gratefully 
received charitable contribution brings significant support to the BFI’s year-round film education programmes, of 
which the BFI Future Film Festival is a centrepiece.  
 
We are delighted to announce TikTok – the leading destination for short-form mobile video – as this year’s main 
partner. We welcome back LaCie for the third year of partnership, presenting one lucky winner with the Future Film 
Lab Award and supporting our monthly Future Lab events. 
 
The annual Festival returns to BFI Southbank from 20-23 February 2020, across the four days there is a rich 

programme of events, masterclasses, workshops and screenings, which all offer a range of perspectives and voices 

from across the industry.  

– ENDS – 

 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 

Best 16–18 Short Film Award, Supported By The Chapman Charitable Trust  

Home on the Road (Dir. Miha Verdonik) UK, 6 min  

 
Synopsis  
A thirteen-year-old girl has to leave her home and joins a travelling fun park in hopes of finding a new family.  
 
Director Bio  
Miha Verdonik is an 18-year-old director of Slovenian origin. He moved to London at the age of 15 to pursue his 

filmmaking career. He has recently completed college with a UAL Film & TV Production diploma with a Distinction. 

He works on short films and music videos as either a director or a cinematographer. 

 

Best 19–25 Short Film Award, Supported By The Chapman Charitable Trust  

All The King's Men (Dir. Amber Little) UK, 10 min  

 
Synopsis  
Elvis Presley tribute artists compete for the title of European Champion over one weekend in Birmingham, UK.  
 
Director Bio  
Amber Little discovered her love for documentary in her early teens, captivated by the raw storytelling of cult 

classics American Movie and Heavy Metal Parking Lot. Later studying at Central Saint Martins, it was here that she 

developed her unique visual style, graduating with a First-Class Honours degree. Since graduating, her work has 

spanned photography and filmmaking. Her photography has been published by British Vogue, and she has worked 

closely with acclaimed British directors including Academy Award-winner James Marsh and BAFTA award-winner 

Stephen Poliakoff. All The King’s Men is her debut short. 

 

Future Film Lab Award, Supported By LaCie  

Virginia (Dir. Francesco Puppini) UK/Italy, 12 min  
 
Synopsis  
A psychic living in a petrol station doesn’t want her son to leave home. An old memory of a fire haunts her.  



 
Director Bio  
Writer/Director Francesco Puppini was born and raised in Milan. A graduate from the Northern Film School, he was 

appointed as a digital creative on the talent programme for the online relaunch of BBC Three. His short film Some 

Body was nominated for the Audience Award at Leeds International Film Festival and won the Best Student Award 

at Screen.Dance in Scotland. Virginia, a short drama about a difficult relationship between mother and son, won 

the ARRI Best Cinematography Award and the Runner-up Nomination at NAHEMI Eat Our Shorts. 

 

Best New Talent: Animation  

Duo (Dir. Simona Mehandzhieva) UK, 5 min 

 

Synopsis 
Inspired by the works of Film Noir and German Expressionism (The Cabinet of Doctor Caligari), my most recent 
work exhibits the split personality of the character trough abstract visual work. 
 
Director Bio  
Simona Mehandzhieva is a London based animator/film maker. She graduated Animation from University of 

Westminster with first class honours. Currently she is doing her MA in Narrative Animation in the Royal College of 

Arts. 

 

Best New Talent: Documentary  

Motherland (Dir. Tracey Lopes & Alicia Quayson) 

 

Synopsis 
A mother recounts her experience of growing up in Congo; an experience which shaped her as a woman, defined 

her as a mother and established deep-rooted family values. Motherland is an up close and personal documentary 

told through film and still images, exploring the way in which culture has a fundamental influence within the 

African Diaspora in London. 

 

Director Bios 

Tracey Lopes is a 23-year-old English graduate from University of Nottingham, who aspires to direct and write films.  

Alicia Quayson is a 21-year-old aspiring director, who comes from a photography background. 

 

Best Non-Narrative Film, Supported By Black Dog  

In Passing (Dir. Esther Cheung) 

 

Synopsis 

A portrait of seventies Hong Kong as my parents remember it. 

 

Director Bio 

Esther Cheung is an artist based in Toronto and a recent Sheridan Animation grad with a great appreciation for art 

and cinema. Animation being the perfect marriage of the two, she hopes to create animated films that explore her 

cultural identity and heritage. 

 

Best Writer  

Old Friends (Dir. Ben Hector)  

 

Synopsis 

Two old friends take a walk on a summer's afternoon and discover they have less in common than they thought. 
 

Director Bio 

Ben's last short film 'Jo' won best actress at MovieValley Cinema Fest in Italy, and played internationally at festivals  
 



Best Director, Supported By TikTok  

Paired Up (Dir. Charlotte Regan) UK, 9 min  
 
Synopsis  
Two girls from opposing cultural worlds are paired together and uncover togetherness.  
 
Director Bio  
Charlotte Regan's first short film Standby premiered at TIFF and went on to be nominated for a BAFTA. Her second 

short, Fry-Up, screened at BFI LFF, Sundance and Berlinale. She has since made her third short film Dodgy Dave, 

which premiered at TIFF in 2018 and screened at BFI LFF, as well as the BFI-funded short Drug Runner. She is 

currently developing her first feature Scrapper with the BFI and BBC Films, produced by DMC. 

 

Best International Short, Supported By The London School Of English  

Cancel (Dir. Sebastian Micci) 

 

Synopsis  
A theatre ensemble prepares for their performance of the evening when they find out that one of the main 
actresses is ill. They are divided on how to solve this. The show must go on ... or? Hierarchies and rankings become 
clear when the director commits to calling the boss. 
 

Director Bio  
Sebastian is currently studying a film candidate at the Valand Academy of Film in Gothenburg. Sebastian is 

interested in group dynamics, hierarchies and power structures and how they often become visible in stressed 

situations. 

 

Best International Short: Special Mention, Supported By The London School Of English  

One Frame Per Raid Siren (Dir. Khaled Moeit) 

 

Synopsis  
The stories of an Egyptian family experiencing Wars starting from the sixties till the nineties while going through 
their pictures. The story is being told from the perspective of the only stranger person that was found in these 
photo albums. 
 

Director Bio  
Khaled Medhat Moeit is a filmmaker based in Egypt. He worked for 4 years as a Freelance Photographer and his 

work was featured in a book Published by Penguin Random House called Life on Instagram by Jim Stoddart. He 

made his first short film Major Tom, 2017 which received 6 awards from Egyptian film festivals.  
 
Press Contacts: 
Elizabeth Dunk – Junior Press Officer 
elizabeth.dunk@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8986  
 
About the BFI 
The BFI is the UK’s lead organisation for film, television and the moving image. It is a cultural charity that: 

 Curates and presents the greatest international public programme of World Cinema for audiences; in cinemas, at festivals 
and online  

 Cares for the BFI National Archive – the most significant film and television archive in the world 

 Actively seeks out and supports the next generation of filmmakers  

 Works with Government and industry to make the UK the most creatively exciting and prosperous place to make film 
internationally 

 
Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Josh 
Berger CBE. 
 
BFI Southbank 

mailto:elizabeth.dunk@bfi.org.uk


The BFI Southbank is open to all. BFI members are entitled to a discount on all tickets. BFI Southbank Box Office tel: 020 7928 
3232. Unless otherwise stated tickets are £13.75, concs £11.25 including Gift Aid donation. Members pay £2.20 less on any 
ticket - www.bfi.org.uk/southbank.  
Young people aged 25 and under can buy last minute tickets for just £3, 45 minutes before the start of screenings and events, 
subject to availability - http://www.bfi.org.uk/25-and-under.  
Tickets for FREE screenings and events must be booked in advance by calling the Box Office to avoid disappointment 
 
BFI Shop 
The BFI Shop is stocked and staffed by BFI experts with over 1,200 book titles and 1,000 DVDs to choose from, including 
hundreds of acclaimed books and DVDs produced by the BFI. 
 
BFI Reuben Library 
BFI Southbank is home to the BFI Reuben Library which holds the world’s largest collection of books, journals and digitised 
material about film, television and the moving image. The library is free to access and hosts a year-round programme of talks 
and events. 'Not just for movie nerds - this huge collection of film and TV books, periodicals, scripts, stills and posters is full of 
inspiration for anyone involved in the creative arts' – Evening Standard Magazine 
The BFI Reuben Library is open 10:30-19:00, Tuesday-Saturday.  
 
BFI Bar & Kitchen 
BFI Bar & Kitchen reflect the buzzing atmosphere of BFI Southbank. Terrific cocktails and craft beers in the lounge complement 
contemporary British cuisine in the restaurant, while The Drawing Room bar behind the secret bookcase door offers a more 
intimate experience. Film-goers can take advantage of a pre-movie menu or great value Movie and Meal Deal. The place to 
network, hang out, unpack a film, savour the best of Modern British or sip a cocktail. 
 
BFI Riverfront 
With spectacular views of Waterloo Bridge and the River Thames, BFI Riverfront is the hottest spot on the South Bank. From 
stonebaked pizzas to homemade pastas, British classics to something sweet from the Gelato Bar. Upstairs the Balcony Bar 
offers a unique never seen before view of Waterloo Bridge, whose concrete structure forms the ceiling of the space. Visitors 
can come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a lively DJ set with drinks on Saturday nights. 
 
BFI Mediatheque 
Free to access BFI Mediatheques offer users an opportunity to explore the digital collections drawn from the BFI National 
Archive and partner collections, at select UK-wide locations. 
 
There’s more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned archival collections, cinemas, 
festivals, films, publications and learning resources are here to inspire you. 
 
About the Reuben Foundation  
Formed in 2002 the Reuben Foundation is a UK registered charity, committed to the betterment of society in the UK and 
around the globe through focused charitable giving in the areas of education, health and the community. A select group of 
Trustees oversee the operation of the Reuben Foundation and are closely involved in all funding initiatives and charitable 
donations. Please visit www.reubenfoundation.com for more information. 
 
 

*** PICTURE DESK *** 
A selection of images for journalistic use in promoting BFI Future Film Festival can be found via the link below: 

  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/z4jszaxo0aubusz/AABfqIcO0PXSl2t4OhEdTSk0a?dl=0 

 
To unsubscribe from the BFI’s press list please click here 
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