
 

William Shakespeare’s 

Richard III 

A film by Richard Loncraine 
Starring Ian McKellen, Robert Downey Jr., 
Kristin Scott Thomas and Maggie Smith 
 

Shakespeare’s classic play about the 

Machiavellian rise to power and subsequent 

short reign of King Richard III of England is 

updated to an alternative 1930s setting in this 

celebrated film adaptation. Shown in cinemas 

in April, as part of the many events marking 

400 years since Shakespeare’s death, Richard 

III is released on DVD/Blu-ray in a Dual 

Format Edition by the BFI on 20 June 2016. 

Special features include a new interview and 

commentary by Ian McKellen and Richard 

Loncraine, and Play the Devil, a featurette on 

the making of the film. 

  

A brutal civil war has erupted in England with the Houses of Lancaster and York battling 

for control of the throne. Amid the turmoil, the despotic Richard, Duke of Gloucester (Ian 

McKellen) plots his own route to power, deviously scheming a murderous agenda that 

will lead to his installation as dictator monarch. Steeped in fascist iconography, the film 

openly draws from the aesthetic of the Third Reich, a stylistic choice that emphasises the 

pure evil at the heart of Richard’s agenda. 

 

Adapted by Ian McKellen and Richard Loncraine from the National Theatre’s acclaimed 

stage production by Richard Eyre (which also starred McKellen), Richard III features an 

all-star cast, including Kristin Scott Thomas, Robert Downey Jr., Annette Bening, Maggie 

Smith, Jim Broadbent and Nigel Hawthorne. 

 

Special features 

 Newly remastered and presented in both High Definition and Standard Definition 

 New commentary by Ian McKellen and Richard Loncraine 

 New trailer (2016) 

 Play the Devil – Making Richard III (2016, 6 mins) 

 Shakespeare on Stage, Screen and Elsewhere with Ian McKellen (2016, 79 mins) 

 Ian McKellen and Richard Loncraine in Conversation (2016, 21 mins) 

 Complete annotated screenplay with full credits (Downloadable PDF – DVD only) 

 Illustrated booklet with an extensive essay by Ian McKellen 

 

Product details 

RRP: £19.99/ Cat. no. BFIB1237 / Cert 15 

UK / 1995 / colour / 104 mins / English language, with optional hard-of-hearing subtitles 

/ original aspect ratio 2.35:1 // BD50: 1080p, 24fps, 5.1 DTS-HD master audio 

(48kHz/24-bit) / DVD9: PAL, 25fps, 5.1 Dolby Digital 2.0 stereo (320 kbps) 

 

Press contact: 

Jill Reading, BFI Press Office Tel: (020) 7957 4759 E-mail: jill.reading@bfi.org.uk 

Images are available to download at www.image.net under BFI DVD & Blu-ray 

BFI releases are available from all good home entertainment retailers or by mail order 

from the BFI Shop Tel: 020 7815 1350 or online at www.bfi.org.uk/shop  
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