
 

 
THE BFI & RADIO TIMES TELEVISION FESTIVAL  

RETURNS IN 2019 
BFI SOUTHBANK, 12-14 APRIL 2019 

 
Confirmed sessions include Bodyguard and Line of Duty creator, Jed Mecurio, Jamie Oliver, Big 

Narstie, Midsomer Murders and Dad’s Army 

 
Tuesday 11 December 2018, London.  
The BFI & Radio Times Television Festival, the biggest, most exciting public television festival in the 
UK, featuring the very best TV shows and a star-studded line up of talent, is returning for a second 
outing at BFI Southbank from Friday 12 April – Sunday 14 April 2019.  
  
Over three days the BFI & Radio Times Television Festival will showcase some of the biggest hits on 
TV today, preview the most eagerly awaited new shows of 2019, celebrate classic series and perennial 
favourites and feature unique events that spotlight rarely-seen material from the BFI National Archive.  
 
Some of the biggest names in front of and behind the camera will join audiences to discuss their work 
on stage at BFI Southbank. Guests already confirmed include: 
 

- Jed Mercurio, the man behind one of 2018’s most critically acclaimed programmes, 
Bodyguard, and creator of BBC One’s hit police corruption drama Line of Duty. Jed will be 
talking about the return of the hit series and introduce stars from the cast.   

- Jamie Oliver celebrates 20 years since the programme that launched him, The Naked Chef, 
which changed the way we cook. Jamie will be talking about his life and career and whisking 
up a classic recipe in a live demonstration.  

- Big Narstie (Tyrone Lindo), star of Channel 4’s cult comedy The Big Narstie Show, one 2018’s 
breakout hits, will be joining proceedings alongside co-star Mo Gilligan, aka Mo the Comedian.  

- For over 30 years murder has stalked Midsomer. Now the stars, past and present, of ITV’s 
Midsomer Murders reveal what it’s like to make one of the deadliest — and most popular 
— detective shows ever made. 

- The festival will also be celebrating one the most loved British comedies of all time, Dad’s 
Army. Three episodes from the second series — The Loneliness of the Long Distance Walker, 
A Stripe for Frazer and Under Fire —were seemingly destroyed after they were first broadcast 
are now being remade; hear from the new cast about the making of the new shows. 
 

The full line-up, with over 30 sessions over the weekend, will be announced in early 2019. Co-
programmed by the BFI and Radio Times, the festival will draw on the expertise of both organisations, 
to entice a broad range of audiences from telly addicts and boxset-bingeing aficionados to those who 
love to discover archive gems and people who love nothing more than coming together to watch the 
latest in prime-time entertainment. This year’s festival will also include a strand programmed for and 
by young people, to reflect their radically different TV viewing experiences.  
 
The inaugural edition of the festival in 2017 welcomed star names including Tom Hiddleston, Claire 
Foy, Maggie Smith, Keeley Hawes, Charlie Brooker, Freida Pinto, Michael Palin and Thandie Newton, 
and was attended by more than ten thousand people over the course of the weekend.   
 



The BFI and Radio Times is a partnership that underlines how both organisations have played an 
essential part in British television heritage for decades; the BFI is responsible for maintaining the BFI 
National Archive, home to one of the most significant archives of film and television in the world and 
is the UK’s designated National Television Archive. This includes the largest accessible archive of 
British TV programmes, an estimated 750,000 titles collected since the late 1950s. In addition the BFI 
curates television seasons and events at BFI Southbank, providing public access to that TV heritage. 
The Radio Times is UK’s leading authority on television and radio and was the world's first broadcast 
listings magazine when it was founded in 1923 and is the UK’s best-selling quality magazine.   
 

NOTES TO EDITORS:  
  
On sale dates:  
Thursday 7 February, 11:30 – BFI Champions and Patrons 
Friday 8 February, 11:30 – BFI Members 
Monday 11 February, 11:30 – Radio Times Subscribers 
Friday 15 February, 11:30 – General public  
 
Talent appearances subject to change. Please check the BFI website for updates to the 
programme and sign up for email alerts about the festival: www.bfi.org.uk/tvfest  
 
Press Contacts:  
  
Liz Parkinson – Press Officer, BFI Cultural Programme  
liz.parkinson@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8918   
 
Mia Farrell – PR Manager, BFI Festivals  
mia.farrell@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8970 
 
Judy Wells – Head of Press and PR, BFI 
judy.wells@bfi.org.uk / 020 7957 8919 
  
Dominic Lobley – Head of PR, Radio Times  
Dominic.lobley@immediate.co.uk / 020 7150 5015 
  
About the BFI 
At the BFI we support, nurture and promote the art of film, television and the moving image. 
A charity, funded by Government and earned income, and a distributor of National Lottery 
funds, we are at the heart of the UK’s fast growing screen industries, protecting the past and 
shaping their future across the UK. We work in partnership with cultural organisations, 
government and industry to make this happen. We bring our world-class cultural programmes 
and unrivalled national collections to audiences everywhere, and promote learning about our 
art-form and its heritage. We support the future success of film in the UK by nurturing new 
voices and fresh ideas, enriching independent British film culture, challenging the UK's screen 
industries to innovate and defining Britain and its storytellers in the 21st century.  
 
Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. The BFI Board of 
Governors is chaired by Josh Berger CBE. 
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About Radio Times   
Owned by Immediate Media Co since 2011, Radio Times is the UK’s leading authority on 
television and radio. Radio Times is the UK’s biggest selling quality magazine and also the UK’s 
largest weekly subscription title, with over 250,000 subscribers. RadioTimes.com has over 
13million unique monthly users and is the UK’s fasted growing dedicated TV and 
entertainment website. Radio Times has a total weekly brand reach of 3.36million. Radio 
Times was named Media Brand of the Year at the 2018 British Media Awards. Follow on 
Twitter @RadioTimes  
 

*** PICTURE DESK *** 
A selection of images for journalistic use in promoting BFI Southbank can be found via the 

link below: 
https://bfi.sharefile.com/d-sea7ec1dd8014e728 
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