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63rd BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

AMERICAN EXPRESS ANNOUNCES 2019 COMPETITION JURIES 

This year’s Jury Presidents are:  

Official Competition (Best Film Award) – Wash Westmoreland (Colette, Still Alice) 

First Feature Competition (Sutherland Award) – Jessica Hausner (Little Joe, Lourdes) 

Documentary Competition (Grierson Award) – Yance Ford (Strong Island) 

Short Film Competition (Short Film Award) – Jacqui Davies (Producer, Ray & Liz, The Sky Trembles…) 

 

London – 26th September 2019: The 63rd BFI London Film Festival in partnership with American Express 

has announced its jury line-up for this year’s Festival Awards.  

The Official Competition jury is led by acclaimed Colette (LFF 2018) and Still Alice director Wash 

Westmoreland, whose latest film Earthquake Bird screens in this year’s Festival; the First Feature 

Competition (Sutherland Award) jury will be headed up by Austrian director Jessica Hausner, whose latest 

film Little Joe also features in this year’s Festival; the Oscar-nominated director of Strong Island, Yance 

Ford, will lead the jury choosing the winner of the Grierson Award for Best Documentary; and the list is 

rounded off by award-winning British film producer Jacqui Davies, who will preside over the Short Film 

Competition jury.  

Last year’s awards were a sell-out success when audiences were placed at the heart of the celebrations, 

with the winning film from each competitive section presented to the public as a surprise screening.  



2019 will once again see each winner receive their award on stage from Festival Director Tricia Tuttle and 

their respective Jury President in front of a public audience, at special screenings of each film on Saturday 

12th October at Vue Leicester Square.  

BFI London Film Festival Director Tricia Tuttle said: “The BFI London Film Festival competitive section 

nominees reflect the truly extraordinary filmmaking that's happening around the globe, from directors 

delivering ingenious and original cinematic visions and with something compelling, urgent and significant 

to say about the world we live in.  

 

“We're really grateful to our jurors - all hugely successful in their own right - for giving their time. While I 

expect them to delight in the quality of filmmaking, I do not envy them having to pick a winner from these 

selections. Filmmakers are making their job very difficult this year, perhaps more than ever.” 

 

The Award categories of the BFI London Film Festival aim to celebrate inspiring, inventive and distinctive 

filmmaking from Britain and across the globe.  

This year’s line-up features filmmakers selected from 22 different countries, with female filmmakers 

making up over 60% of all filmmakers in all competitions.   

For the first time, the winner of each competitive section, including the Official Competition, will also be 
awarded a commemorative 35 mm print of their winning film, provided by Festival sponsor CPC London.  
 

OFFICIAL COMPETITION  

Wash Westmoreland, Official Competition Jury President said: "In a world of endless reboots and 

franchises, the BFI London Film Festival is more important than ever, screening original uncompromising 

movies that showcase brilliant new voices in filmmaking. It's a great honor to serve as President of the 

Jury for the Official Competition. I look forward to a week of rigorous watching, heated debate, and 

dazzling cinema.” 

Westmoreland is joined by: Jane Crowther, editor of leading UK film magazine Total Film; I, Daniel Blake 

and Happy New Year, Colin Burstead actor Hayley Squires; last year’s Official Competition-winning 

director for her film Joy, Sudabeh Mortezai, Game of Thrones actor Lena Headey, whose directorial debut 

short The Trap features in this year’s programme; and Mohamed Hefzy, an award-winning Egyptian 

screenwriter and producer with over 30 features to his name including Mohamed Diab's Clash, which 

screened in Un Certain Regard at Cannes and in LFF Competition in 2016. Hefzy is also Director of the 

Cairo Film Festival. 

The Best Film Award recognises inspiring, inventive and distinctive filmmaking. The Official Competition 

films are:  

The 10 films in Official Competition are: 

 FANNY LYE DELIVER’D (United Kingdom-Germany, dir-scr. Thomas Clay) 

 HONEY BOY (USA, dir. Alma Har’el) 



 LA LLORONA (Guatemala-France, dir. Jayro Bustamante) 

 LINGUA FRANCA (USA, dir-scr. Isabel Sandoval) 

 MOFFIE (South Africa-United Kingdom, dir. Oliver Hermanus)  

 MONOS (Colombia-Argentina-Netherlands-Germany-Sweden-Uruguay-USA, dir. Alejandro Landes) 

 THE OTHER LAMB (Ireland-Belgium-USA, dir. Małgorzata Szumowska) 

 THE PERFECT CANDIDATE (Germany-Saudi Arabia, dir. Haifaa Al Mansour) 

 ROSE PLAYS JULIE (Ireland-United Kingdom, dir-scr. Christine Molloy and Joe Lawlor) 

 SAINT MAUD (United Kingdom, dir-scr. Rose Glass)  
 
 

FIRST FEATURE COMPETITION  

Jessica Hausner, First Feature Competition President said: “It is a very exciting and demanding task to 

award first feature films. I am very much hoping to discover original filmmaking and daring view-points 

among the films that are competing for the Sutherland Award- and I am sure to find them!  

“It is a great honour to be jury president of the First Feature Competition and I am looking forward to 

sharing this experience with my co-jurors.” 

Alongside Hausner on the jury will be: director, writer and producer Shola Amoo, who made his LFF debut 

in 2016 with A Moving Image, and whose second feature The Last Tree is out this year; Theresa Ikoko, a 

British playwright who scooped the National Theatre's Alfred Fagon Award for debut play Girls, and who 

co-wrote the screenplay for Sarah Gavron’s Rocks, premiering at this year’s Festival; and Hong Khaou, a 

BIFA-nominated Director whose second feature Monsoon is appearing in this year’s Festival lineup and 

whose film Lilting opened BFI Flare: London LGBTQ+ Film Festival in 2014. Khaou is one of three 

filmmakers nominated for this year’s IWC Schaffhausen Filmmaker Bursary Award, created in association 

with the BFI to support exceptional new and emerging UK filmmakers.  

The Sutherland Award for the First Feature Competition has been recognising original and imaginative 

début feature directing talent since 1958. This year’s nominated directors are: 

 ATLANTICS (Dir. Mati Diop) 

 BABYTEETH (Dir. Shannon Murphy) 

 CALM WITH HORSES (Dir. Nick Rowland)  

 HOUSE OF HUMMINGBIRD (Dir. Bora Kim) 

 INSTINCT (Dir. Halina Reijn) 

 THE LAST BLACK MAN IN SAN FRANCISCO (Dir. Joe Talbot) 

 MAKE UP (Dir. Claire Oakley) 

 RELATIVITY (Dir. Mariko Minoguchi)   

 SCALES (Dir. Shahad Ameen) 
 
 

DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION  

Yance Ford, Documentary Competition President comments: "It is an honour for me to preside over the 

Documentary Competition Jury. The BFI London Film Festival has consistently presented an incredible 



slate of documentary films from around the world and this year is no exception. The range of films in the 

Documentary Feature category is remarkable; the creative ambition, and subjects are remarkable and I 

look forward to viewing each and every frame. We hold the tradition of the Grierson Award in the highest 

regard. Our obligation to this legacy is as full consideration of each film, which we gladly accept!" 

Joining Ford on the jury this year is: Cíntia Gil, formerly co-director of Portugal’s most important and 

steadily expanding documentary film Festival, DocLisboa, and soon to be taking her new post as head of 

Sheffield Doc/Fest; and Julia Nottingham, who ran the feature documentary slate at Pulse Films before 

setting up her own production company, Dorothy St Pictures. Nottingham’s production credits include 

Skate Kitchen and Kingdom of Us, which won the Grierson Award for Best Documentary at the 2017 BFI 

London Film Festival.  

The Grierson Award, presented in partnership with The Grierson Trust, recognises insightful and cinematic 

documentaries that show a keen sense of integrity, originality and social or cultural significance. The 

selected documentaries this year are:  

 COLD CASE HAMMARSKJÖLD (Dir. Mads Brügger) 

 COUP 53 (Dir. Taghi Amirani) 

 CUNNINGHAM (Dir. Alla Kovgan) 

 I AM (NOT) A MONSTER (Dir. Nelly Ben Hayoun-Stépanian) 

 THE KINGMAKER (Dir. Lauren Greenfield) 

 MYSTIFY: MICHAEL HUTCHENCE (Dir. Richard Lowenstein) 

 OVERSEAS (Dir. Sung-A Yoon) 

 A PLEASURE, COMRADES! (Dir. José Filipe Costa) 

 WHITE RIOT (Dir. Rubika Shah) 

SHORT FILM AWARD 

Jacqui Davies, Short Film Competition President comments: “"I am truly delighted to be President of the 

Short Film Competition Jury at LFF this year. The selection looks very rich, with films across forms and 

genres from seasoned veterans and newcomers, which will make our job as a jury both challenging and 

exciting. Short film is a form that can explore ideas and stories in a different way to features, so I look 

forward to seeing original and distinctive films, to the debate and discussion and overall to being 

surprised!”  

Davies will be joined by: Amrou Al-Kadhi a British-Iraqi writer, director, and drag performer who was 

named Screen International Star of Tomorrow in 2018, and selected for the 2017 BFI Flare LGBTQ+ 

Filmmakers' Mentorship scheme, in partnership with BAFTA; filmmaker, film editor and screenwriter 

Mark Jenkin, whose short film The Road to Zennor was awarded the Best Experimental Film prize at the 

London Short Film Festival in 2017, and whose latest feature film, Bait, premiered at the 2019 Berlin Film 



Festival and is currently released in UK cinemas by BFI Distribution; actor Alex Lawther, known most 

recently for portraying James in the Channel 4 series The End of the F***ing World, and for his role in the 

episode "Shut Up and Dance" of acclaimed Netflix series Black Mirror; and Marli Siu, an actress and writer 

known for 2017’s Anna and the Apocalypse, with upcoming releases Run and Our Ladies both premiering 

at this year’s Festival.  

The Short Film Award recognises short form works that speak with a unique cinematic voice, 

demonstrating a confident handling of theme and content. The nominated films this year are:   

 IF YOU KNEW (Dir. Stroma Cairns) 

 WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE WATER AND THE MOON (Dir. Jian Luo) 

 WHITE GIRL (Dir. Nadia Latif) 

 FAULT LINE (GOSAL) (Dir. Soheil Amirsharifi) 

 GUO4 (Dir. Peter Strickland) 

 IN VITRO (Dir. Larissa Sansour, Søren Lind) 

 ALGO-RHYTHM (Dir. Manu Luksch) 

 BETWEEN (ENTRE) (Dir. Ana Carolina Marinho, Bárbara Santos) 

 IN BETWEEN (NË MES) (Dir. Samir Karahoda) 

 CHILD (Dir. Talia Zucker) 

 WATERMELON JUICE (SUC DE SÍNDRIA) (Dir. Irene Moray) 

 QUEERING DI TEKNOLOJIK (Dir. Timothy Smith) 

*ENDS* 

 

For further press information and general enquiries about the 63rd BFI London Film Festival: 

Please note the contacts and red-carpet accreditation for the different Festival sections.   

OPENING/CLOSING AND HEADLINE GALAS, SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS and ASSOCIATED SCREEN TALKS:  

Email:  LFFPress@ddapr.com  | Tel: +44 +207 932 9800 

Head of Press: Kate Hudson      

 

For Opening/Closing Night Red Carpet Media Enquiries and all Red Carpets for HEADLINE GALAS AND 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  

Email: LFFRedcarpet1@ddapr.com   |Tel: +44 207 932 9800 

Media Manager: Hannah Tatum 

 

MAIN FESTIVAL PROGRAMME AND STRAND GALAS, LFF AWARDS, EVENTS and FILMMAKER TEAS: 

Email:  LFFPress@ddapr.com  | Tel: +44 +207 932 9800 

Head of Press: Lucy Powell  

 

For Red Carpet Media Enquiries for MAIN FESTIVAL PROGRAMME AND STRAND GALAS 

Email: LFFRedcarpet2@ddapr.com   |Tel: +44 207 932 9800   

mailto:LFFPress@ddapr.com
mailto:LFFRedcarpet1@ddapr.com
mailto:LFFPress@ddapr.com
mailto:LFFRedcarpet2@ddapr.com


 

GENERAL ENQUIRIES and FESTIVAL ACCREDITATION  

BFI London Film Festival PR Manager: Mia Farrell   

Email: Mia.Farrell@bfi.org.uk | Tel: +44 (0)20 7957 8970 

Accreditation email: LFFPressAccreditation@bfi.org.uk 

 

Director of Press and PR, BFI: Judy Wells 

Email: Judy.Wells@bfi.org.uk  

 

Festival Information & Ticket Booking 

Telephone Bookings: 020 7928 3232 between 10:00 – 20:30 (from Tuesday 3rd September – Sunday 13th 

October) 

Online: www.bfi.org.uk/lff   

In person: BFI Southbank Office: 11:00 – 20:30  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

About the BFI 

The BFI is the UK’s lead organisation for film, television and the moving image. It is a cultural charity that: 

•       Curates and presents the greatest international public programme of World Cinema for audiences; 

in cinemas, at festivals and online  

•       Cares for the BFI National Archive – the most significant film and television archive in the world 

•       Actively seeks out and supports the next generation of filmmakers  

•       Works with Government and Industry to make the UK the most creatively exciting and prosperous 

place to make film internationally 

 

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. The BFI Board of Governors is 

chaired by Josh Berger CBE. 

 

The BFI London Film Festival  

BFI London Film Festival is Britain's leading film event and one of the world's best film festivals. It 

introduces the finest new British and international films to an expanding London and UK-wide audience 

and attracts significant international film industry participation. LFF is a compelling combination of diverse 

films, red carpet glamour, friendly audiences and vibrant exchange. LFF provides an essential profiling 

opportunity for films seeking global success; promotes the careers of British and international filmmakers 

through its industry and awards programmes and positions London as the world’s leading creative city.  

 

mailto:Mia.Farrell@bfi.org.uk
mailto:LFFPressAccreditation@bfi.org.uk
mailto:Judy.Wells@bfi.org.uk
http://www.bfi.org.uk/lff


 

Tricia Tuttle Biography  

Tricia Tuttle’s appointment as Director of BFI Festivals follows her role as Artistic Director of the 62nd 

Edition of the BFI London Film Festival and five successful years as Deputy Head of Festivals at BFI, 

including BFI Flare and BFI London Film Festival. Moving from North Carolina in 1997 to complete a joint 

MA at BFI and Birkbeck, University of London in Film and TV Studies, Tricia’s passion for film has seen her 

work as a programmer, lecturer, writer and journalist.  Her career has spanned a five year tenure at 

BAFTA, starting in 2008 and with her appointment as Film Programme Manager in 2011.  Tuttle has been 

instrumental in evolving BFI Festivals, continuing to expand audience reach year on year and introducing 

impactful initiatives such as BFI Flare’s FiveFilms4Freedom, in partnership with the British Council. In 

March 2019, she was recognized in Variety’s annual International Women’s Impact Report as a woman 

making an impact in showbiz around the globe. 

 

                      

                                                     

About Amex Experiences 

American Express connects Cardmembers to the kinds of rewarding experiences and opportunities that 

matter to them and their businesses. Through Amex Experiences, Cardmembers have access to presale 

tickets, as well as the best seats and exclusive offers at some of the UK’s most sought-after entertainment 

events via partnerships with a range of entertainment institutions, including AEG, Live Nation, Somerset 

House, The British Film Institute and the National Theatre. Amex Experiences is just one example of the 

powerful backing that American Express provides its customers. 

  

About American Express 

American Express is a global services company, providing customers with access to products, insights and 

experiences that enrich lives and build business success. Learn more at americanexpress.com and connect 

with us on facebook.com/americanexpress  
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