
IN PERSON & PREVIEWS 
 
Dil Dhadakne Do + intro by writer and lyricist Javed Akhtar 
India 2015. Dir Zoya Akhtar. With Anil Kapoor, Shefali Shah, Priyanka Chopra. 170min. Digital. Hindi with EST. 
12A 
This romantic comedy-drama follows the misadventures of a family, their friends and a dog as they embark on 
a cruise to celebrate a 30th wedding anniversary. Yet it’s not long before suppressed emotions, resentments 
and insecurities emerge and threaten to upset the holiday. The film itself is a family affair too: the director and 
producer are brother and sister and both children of lyricist Javed Akhtar. 
Joint ticket with Javed Akhtar in Conversation 
£25, concs £20 (Members pay £2 less) 

 
SAT 1 FEB 12:15 NFT1 
 

Javed Akhtar in Conversation 
TRT 90min 
The multi award-winning Javed Akhtar is a master of the Indian musical and one of Bollywood’s most noted 
screenwriters, poets and lyricists, whose credits include Deewar, Zanjeer and Sholay, and iconic songs such as 
‘Ek Ladki Ko Dekha’, ‘Do Pal Ruka Khwabon Ka Karwan’, ‘Main Koi Aisa Geet Gaoon’ and ‘Kal Ho Naa Ho’. Join 
us for this special event celebrating Akhtar’s 75th birthday, where he will share insights into his craft of writing 
for the Bollywood musical.  
Tickets £15, concs £12.00 (Members pay £2 less). For joint ticket offer see left 

 
SAT 1 FEB 15:50 NFT1 
 

Preview: Midnight Family 
Mexico 2019. Dir Luke Lorentzen. 81min. Digital. EST. 15. Courtesy of Dogwoof  
In Mexico City, the government operates fewer than 45 emergency ambulances for a population of 9 million. 
This has spawned a cut throat underground industry of for-profit, privately run ambulances. An exception in 
this ethically fraught business is the Ochoa family, led by charming 16-year-old paramedic Juan. The family 
spend their nights racing to incidents, up against corrupt police, competing rescue squads and the never-
ending struggle to keep their dire finances from compromising the people in their care. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 

WED 12 FEB 18:10 NFT3 

 

Preview: Portrait of a Lady on Fire Portrait de la jeune fille en feu 
France 2019. Dir Céline Sciamma. With Noémie Merlant, Adèle Haenel, Luàna Bajrami. 122min. Digital. EST. 15. 
Courtesy of Curzon  
In 18th-century France, artist Marianne (Merlant) is commissioned to paint the portrait of Lady Héloïse 
(Haenel) so it can be sent to a suitor. However, her subject neither wants to be married nor painted, so 
Marianne must stealthily capture Héloïse’s likeness while pretending to be her walking companion. Sciamma’s 
film, a big hit at 2019’s BFI London Film Festival, is a beautifully observed romance that burns with passion and 
defiance.  
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 

 
FRI 14 FEB 20:30 NFT1 
 

Preview: Greed 
UK 2019. Dir Michael Winterbottom. With Steve Coogan, Isla Fisher, Asa Butterfield, David Mitchell. 104min. 
Digital. 15. Courtesy of Sony Pictures Releasing 



Self-made British billionaire Sir Richard McCreadie (Coogan) has ruled the world of retail fashion for over 30 
years until a damaging public inquiry throws his image into crisis. He decides to bounce back with a highly 
publicised and extravagant 60th birthday party in Mykonos, with a reality TV crew in tow. This BFI London Film 
Festival Headline Gala film of 2019 is a dazzling, sharp-tongued satire for our times. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
Audio description available 

MON 17 FEB 18:20 NFT1 
 

TV Preview: Flesh and Blood + Q&A with actors Imelda Staunton and Francesca Annis, director Louise 
Hooper, writer Sarah Williams and producers Kate Bartlett and Letitia Knight 
ITV 2020. Dir Louise Hooper. With Imelda Staunton, Francesca Annis, Russell Tovey, Stephen Rea. Ep1 45min 
Three adult siblings, Helen, Jake and Natalie, are thrown into disarray when their recently widowed mother 
Vivien declares she’s in love with a new man. Then there’s Mary, who has lived next door to Vivien for 40 years 
and has an unhealthily attachment to her family’s  unfolding drama...Flesh and Blood proves that we never 
really know what’s going on behind closed doors as years of secrets, rivalries and betrayals come to light. Join 
us for a preview of ITV’s major new family drama, and hear from the talents behind it. 
WED 19 FEB 18:15 NFT1 
 
Little Joe + Jessica Hausner in Conversation 
UK-Austria-Germany 2019. Dir Jessica Hausner. With Emily Beecham, Ben Whishaw, Kerry Fox, Kit Connor. 
105min (event TRT 155min). Digital. 12A. A BFI release 
To coincide with the release of Little Joe, and the accompanying retrospective of her earlier films, we’re 
delighted to welcome writer-director Jessica Hausner to discuss her career with BFI programmer-at-large Geoff 
Andrew, following a screening of her latest feature. Excerpts from her remarkable body of work will be 
screened, and questions taken from the audience. 
FRI 21 FEB 18:00 NFT1 
 

MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE  

 
Member Salon: The Lighthouse 
TRT 60min 
Our popular discussion series for Members and their guests continues in 2020 with one of the most talked-
about films at last year’s BFI London Film Festival. Join your fellow Members to discuss the mysterious and 
unsettling fate of Thomas and Ephraim. Members can book a joint ticket to the Salon and the screening on Thu 
6 Feb for themselves and their guests in advance for just £6. Members who’ve watched the film on another 
date are also welcome to attend the free discussion and show their Membership card to admit themselves and 
a guest on a first-come, first-served basis. 
FILM: THU 6 FEB 18:20 NFT3 (WITH HOH SUBTITLES) / SALON: THU 6 FEB 20:20 BLUE ROOM 
 

The Fisher King 
USA 1991. Dir Terry Gilliam. With Jeff Bridges, Robin Williams, Mercedes Ruehl, Amanda Plummer. 137min. 
Digital. 15 
Jack Lucas is a depressed, suicidal ex-DJ who’s saved by Parry, a homeless man who hallucinates about the Red 
Knight and claims to be on a quest for the Holy Grail in New York City. Trying to right a past wrong, Jack joins 
Parry’s quest and attempts to help him piece his life back together. With comedy, drama and Gilliam-esque 
fantasy, The Fisher King is ripe for re-discovery. 
FRI 21 FEB 20:20 NFT2 
 

BFI Flare Programme Launch 
TRT 60min 
Join the Festival programming team for the launch of BFI Flare: London LGBTQ+ Film Festival which runs from  
18-29 March. Be among the first to watch exclusive clips from this year’s line-up celebrating the very best in 
queer cinema from around the world.  
Champions and Members can apply for up to two free tickets in the  ballot which runs until midnight on Sun 12 
Jan 
TUE 18 FEB 19:00 NFT1 



 

 

NEW RELEASES 

 

Parasite Gisaengchung 
South Korea 2019. Dir Bong Joon-Ho. With Song Kang-ho, Lee Sun-kyun, Cho Yeo-jeong, Choi Woo-shik, Park 
So-dam. 132min. Digital. EST. 15. 
A Curzon Artificial Eye release Winner of the Palme d’Or at 2019’s Cannes Film Festival, this brilliant black 
comedy from Bong Joon-ho (Okja, Snowpiercer) follows the Kim family as they struggle to survive on the 
breadline. When a friend offers Kim Ki-Woo the chance of a tutoring job at the lavish home of the Park family 
Ki-Woo’s luck starts to change, and soon his sister, mother and father are also ingratiating themselves into the 
glamorous lives of their affluent employers. Parasite is both a piercing commentary on inequality and a twisty 
narrative rollercoaster ride; you’ll be gripped throughout this compelling and expertly-crafted gem. 
OPENS FRI 14 FEB 

 

The Lighthouse + intro by Bait director Mark Jenkin* 
USA 2019. Dir Robert Eggers. With Willem Dafoe, Robert Pattinson, Valeriia Karaman. 109min. Digital. 15. 
A Universal Pictures International release When Ephraim Winslow (Pattinson) reluctantly arrives at the  
lighthouse where he’ll work for the next four weeks he’s greeted with gruff hostility by Tom Wake (Dafoe), a 
veteran seafarer with whom he’s obliged to share uncomfortably  close quarters. The pair quickly establish a 
volatile dynamic, with Tom the baiting slave-driver and Ephraim his battered lackey. With the slow passing of 
each punishing day Ephraim’s resentment grows, but when he learns of the mysterious fate that befell his 
master’s former assistant, a creeping sense of fear and paranoia begins to stir. This hypnotic fusion of beauty 
and brutality, a hit at 2019’s BFI London Film Festival, boasts extraordinary performances from Dafoe and 
Pattinson, who wrap their scowling mouths around Robert and Max Eggers’ knotty period text with 
unwavering gusto. 
* Intro Mon 3 Feb 20:40 NFT3 

CONTINUES FROM FRI 31 JAN 

 

Bait + intro by director Mark Jenkin* 
UK 2019. Dir Mark Jenkin. With Edward Rowe, Mary Woodvine, Giles King, Simon Shepherd. 93min. Digital. 15. 
A BFI release 
Martin (Rowe) is a fisherman without a boat since his brother repurposed their father’s vessel for tourist trips. 
As he struggles to buy his own boat he must also cope with family rivalry and the influx of London money, stag 
parties and holiday homes in his picturesque. Cornish harbour village. Summer brings simmering tensions to a 
head, with tragic consequences. Stunningly shot on a vintage 16mm camera using monochrome Kodak stock, 
Bait is timely and poignant, yet full of humour. 

Also available on  

+ Travelogue (c.2min) 
Archive of Cornish fishermen in the 1920s. 

SUN 2 FEB 20:20 NFT3 / MON 3 FEB 18:20 NFT3* / WED 5 FEB 20:40 NFT2 
 

Little Joe + intro by director Jessica Hausner* 
UK-Austria-Germany 2019. Dir Jessica Hausner. With Emily Beecham, Ben Whishaw, Kerry Fox, Kit Connor. 
105min. Digital. 12A. A BFI release  
After laboratory colleagues Alice (Beecham) and Chris (Whishaw) create a flower with a scent designed to 
induce happiness, the divorcee names it ‘Little Joe’ after her son. Then unexpected developments make her 
wonder whether contact with the plant might have serious side effects... Characteristically imaginative in its  
script, camerawork, design and use of Teiji Ito’s music, Hausner’s movie is a model of expressive precision, 
speaking volumes about the psychological and social dynamics of the workplace, family, parenthood and 
gender relations. Thanks to meticulously nuanced performances, the characters’ behaviour and motives are 
left intriguingly ambiguous, making for a profoundly disquieting but compelling enigma. 
*Intro Sat 22 Feb 18:10 NFT1 

OPENS FRI 21 FEB 

 



RE-RELEASE 

 

A Streetcar Named Desire 
USA 1951. Dir Elia Kazan. With Vivien Leigh, Marlon Brando, Kim Hunter, Kim Hunter, Karl Malden. 126min. 
Digital (new restoration). 12A. A BFI Release 
Heated tensions arise when ‘resting’ Mississippi teacher Blanche DuBois (Leigh) comes to stay with her sister 
Stella (Hunter) in the cramped New Orleans apartment she shares with her husband Stanley (Brando). Hot-
tempered and unashamedly macho, Stanley has no time for Blanche’s insistent gentility... Making eloquent use 
of Harry Stradling’s black-and-white cinematography and Richard Day’s sets, Kazan creates an atmosphere of 
clammy, claustrophobic intensity, in which the different acting styles of Brando and Leigh (who’d performed in 
Olivier’s London production of the play) actually enhance the conflict between their characters. A classic, now 
gloriously restored. 

Also available on  

Seniors’ matinee + intro: Mon 17 Feb 14:00 NFT1 
FROM FRI 7 FEB 

 

THE CINEMA OF JESSICA HAUSNER 

 

Lovely Rita + Q&A with Jessica Hausner* 
Austria-Germany 2001. Dir Jessica Hausner. With Barbara Osika, Christoph Bauer, Peter Fiala. 79min. 35mm 
EST. 15 
Ostracised by her schoolmates, frequently chided by her parents, and striving to cope with her burgeoning 
sexuality, teenager Rita is constantly in trouble for playing truant, behaving inappropriately with a younger 
male friend, or leaving the toilet lid up. At once drily amusing and unflinchingly authentic, Hausner’s first 
feature is a penetrating but tender portrait of a youngster on the brink of adulthood. 
SAT 22 FEB 16:00 NFT3* / FRI 28 FEB 20:45 NFT3 
 

Lourdes + Q&A with Jessica Hausner* 
France-Austria-Germany 2009. Dir Jessica Hausner. With Sylvie Testud, Léa Seydoux, Bruno Todeschini, Elisa 
Löwensohn. 99min. 35mm EST. U 
A wheelchair-user, paralysed for years (Testud), joins a group pilgrimage to Lourdes – less from any faith in 
miracles than for the journey and company. Still, there are some around her who do believe... Funny (though 
never at the expense of the devout or disabled), affecting, insightful and deeply ambivalent, this tender gem 
tackles life’s mysteries, paradoxes, pains and simple pleasures head-on. 

Also available on  

SUN 23 FEB 16:00 NFT3* / SAT 29 FEB 18:20 NFT3 
 

BIG SCREEN CLASSICS 

 
King Kong 
USA 1933. Dirs Merian C Cooper, Ernest B Schoedsack. With Fay Wray, Robert Armstrong, Bruce Cabot. 100min. 
35mm PG 
A filmmaker tricks his crew into a trip to the aptly named Skull Island where Kong, a huge ape, lives alongside 
dinosaurs. It’s not long before Kong takes a shine to leading lady Ann Darrow (Wray), but when he’s 
transported to New York City he causes even greater havoc. The incredible pre-digital effects, using stop-
motion animation and matte paintings, inspired many generations of later filmmakers. 
SUN 2 FEB 13:00 NFT2 / TUE 11 FEB 20:40 NFT3 
 

The African Queen 
USA-UK 1951. Dir John Huston. With Katharine Hepburn, Humphrey Bogart, Robert Morley. 105min. Digital 4K 
restoration. PG 
Katharine Hepburn plays Rose Sayer, a missionary in East Africa during the outbreak of WWI who must flee 
with her brother on an old steamboat being operated by an uncouth, gin-swilling mechanic (Bogart). Finding 
themselves in danger from German colonial troops, they plan their escape, but their bickering and 



disagreements threaten to ruin their plans. Bogart’s character was originally meant to be cockney but this was 
changed to Canadian after he experienced difficulties with the accent.  
MON 3 FEB 20:35 NFT2 / MON 10 FEB 18:15 STUDIO / FRI 14 FEB 20:40 STUDIO / MON 24 FEB 18:15 STUDIO 
/ SAT 29 FEB 16:20 NFT1 
 

Fitzcarraldo 
West Germany 1982. Dir Werner Herzog. With Klaus Kinski, Claudia Cardinale, José Lewgoy. 158min. Digital. 
EST. PG 
A man with designs on becoming a rubber trader plans an extraordinary and potentially dangerous journey to   
move a 320-tonne steamship across a hilly area in Peru’s Amazon basin and build an opera house in the jungle. 
With all the odds against him, he and his unwilling team begin their trip... Many of Herzog’s films would be 
suited to a programme based around man’s relationship with the natural world, but this is a true masterpiece. 

Also available on  

SAT 1 FEB 17:30 NFT2 / TUE 4 FEB 20:00 NFT2 / SUN 9 FEB 19:50 NFT1 
 

South, Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Glorious Epic of the Antarctic + intro by Bryony Dixon, BFI National Archive 
Curator* 
UK 1919. Trans-Atlantic Film Syndicate-Frank Hurley. 72min. 35mm With live piano accompaniment. U 
South uses the extraordinary real footage of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s 1914-1916 Antarctic expedition to tell the 
story of the loss of HMS Endurance and the 1,200-mile journey back to inhabited land in her lifeboats. 
Restored with its original tinting and toning by the BFI National Archive and EYE Filmmuseum, this incredible 
film of true-life heroism and survival in the most formidable conditions is over a century old. It lives on as an 
enthralling testimony to the delicate balance between humanity and the natural world. 
WED 5 FEB 18:20 NFT3* / SAT 8 FEB 20:45 NFT2 
 

Gerry 
USA-Argentina-Jordan 2002. Dir Gus Van Sant. With Matt Damon, Casey Affleck. 103min. 35mm 15 
Two friends, both named Gerry, find themselves lost in the wilderness, exposed to extreme heat and ill-
equipped to find their way back to the highway. Inspired by Béla Tarr and featuring music by Arvo Pärt, Van 
Sant’s sparse film features little dialogue and extensive use of long takes. It’s an uncompromising approach 
that presents a punishing yet beautiful landscape and characters that say more in silence than they might have 
done with words. 
THU 6 FEB 20:40 NFT3 / SAT 22 FEB 18:30 NFT2 
 

Walkabout 
UK-Australia 1971. Dir Nicolas Roeg. With Jenny Agutter, David Gulpilil, Luc Roeg. 100min. Digital. 12A 
Two British children find themselves lost deep in the Australian outback with a teenage Aboriginal boy who, 
despite the language barrier, tries to help them. Roeg’s exquisite cinematography follows the characters as 
they journey across an unforgiving and haunting terrain, shedding the innocence of childhood along the way. 

Also available on  

SAT 8 FEB 15:30 STUDIO / TUE 18 FEB 20:50 STUDIO 
 

Koyaanisqatsi + intro by film programmer and writer Sophie Brown* 
USA 1982. Dir Godfrey Reggio. 86min. Digital. U 
This groundbreaking, thrilling picture is as much a musical tour-de-force from Philip Glass as it is a stunning 
original documentary depicting how humanity has parted ways with nature, and how life is now ‘out of 
balance’ (Koyaanisqatsi in Hopi language). Godfrey Reggio’s trademark of slowing down and speeding up the 
action in response to the music has often been emulated but never bettered. 
WED 12 FEB 18:20 NFT1* / MON 17 FEB 20:50 STUDIO / SUN 23 FEB 20:40 NFT3 
 

The Gold Rush + intro by film historian and academic Professor Ian Christie* of your seat. 
USA 1925. Dir Charles Chaplin. With Charles Chaplin, Mack Swain, Tom Murrary. 72min. Digital. With Charlie 
Chaplin score. U 
The ‘Lone Prospector’ (Chaplin) heads off to join the gold rush in Klondike, where he hooks up with a criminal 
and the recipient of a large gold haul. While an ice storm rages outside, the three men begin a struggle to 



secure the spoils. Chaplin’s ‘epic comedy’ was his greatest success of the silent era, and its classic sequences 
include the prospector’s cabin on the brink of disaster, and staving off starvation with the help of a shoe. 
SUN 9 FEB 15:20 NFT2 / WED 19 FEB 18:20 NFT3* 
 

The Jungle Book 
UK 1942. Dir Zoltan Korda. With Sabu, Jospeh Calleia, John Qualen. 108min. Digital. U 
Lost in the Indian jungle, young Mowgli is raised by wolves and nurtured by wild animals before eventually 
being taken to live in a village, where he becomes embroiled in a plot to steal cursed treasure. This multi 
Oscar®-nominated film based on Rudyard Kipling’s work is presented in epic fashion by the Korda brothers 
during their Hollywood period. 
SUN 9 FEB 12:50 NFT3 / FRI 21 FEB 18:30 STUDIO 
 

The Flight of the Phoenix 
USA 1965. Dir Robert Aldrich. With James Stewart, Richard Attenborough, Hardy Krüger, Peter Finch. 142min. 
Digital. PG  
An American cargo plane crash-lands in the Sahara desert and its small group of survivors find themselves in 
perilous conditions with depleted rations and no working radios. Despite its initial lack of commercial success, 
Aldrich’s bold adventure has gained in stature and following over time. With a great ensemble cast and a nail-
biting finale, The Flight of the Phoenix will keep you on the edge of your seat. 
FRI 7 FEB 17:50 NFT2 / TUE 25 FEB 20:20 NFT2 
 
Lord of the Flies 
UK 1963. Dir Peter Brook. With James Aubrey, Tom Chapin, Hugh Edwards. 91min. Digital. PG 
Thirty schoolboys are stranded on an island and forced to adapt quickly if they are to survive. Before long, it   
becomes clear that any environmental obstacles are going to be secondary compared to the threat that lies 
within themselves. William Golding’s novel is adapted and directed by Peter Brook, and its powerful message 
of the inherent destructiveness of humans (even a group of children) still resonates today. 
SAT 15 FEB 20:45 NFT3 / FRI 28 FEB 18:30 STUDIO 
 
The Wages of Fear Le salaire de la peur 
France-Italy 1953. Dir Henri-Georges Clouzot. With Yves Montand, Charles Vanel, Vera Clouzot. 153min. Digital 
4K. EST. PG 
Watched by a hungry vulture, a child plays with cockroaches in the dusty street of a South American shanty 
town. So begins one of the most nerve-wracking and suspenseful films ever made, as four desperados take on 
a suicidal mission to drive two trucks full of nitroglycerine along precipitous, pot-holed roads. As the tension 
mounts, this journey to hell is propelled to its misanthropic conclusion by a truly unsettling score. 
THU 13 FEB 17:45 STUDIO / SUN 16 FEB 20:00 STUDIO / THU 27 FEB 20:10 STUDIO 
 
Waiting for Happiness Heremakono En attendant le Bonheur + intro by June Givanni, June Givanni 
Pan African Cinema Archive* 
France-Mauritania 2002. Dir Abderrahmane Sissako. With Khatra Ould Abder Kader, Maata Ould Mohamed 
Abeid. 96min. 35mm EST. U 
Young Abdallah returns home to the village of Nouhadhibou, a port on the Mauritanian coast, to visit his 
mother. While there, he struggles with dialect and identity and encounters various members of the semi-
transient community going about their business. What follows is a series of interactions and insights into an 
unsettled people in a state of displacement, hoping to move on and find the ‘better’ place over the horizon. 
THU 20 FEB 20:45 NFT2 / WED 26 FEB 18:10 NFT3* 
 
SPECIAL FILMS & EVENTS 
 
BFI Quiz: Awards Season 
Are you a nominee, a winner or a no-show? Will you mix up the 2017 Best Picture winner? Will you wear your 
swan dress? Ahead of the 2020 Academy Awards, test your knowledge of this season’s awards race and some 
of the most memorable moments in Oscars® history with this special edition BFI Quiz, hosted by Danny Moran 
and Sam Foster from Film Chat Podcast.  
Tickets £5 (no concessions). Teams of maximum 6 people 
FRI 7 FEB 19:30 BLUE ROOM 



 
BFI Blu-ray/DVD Launch: Scandal + Q&A with director Michael Caton-Jones, producer Stephen Woolley and 
writer Michael Thomas 
UK 1989. Dir Michael Caton-Jones. With John Hurt, Joanne Whalley, Bridget Fonda, Ian McKellen. 115min. 
Digital 4K. 18  
John Profumo, the UK Minister of War, is caught in a tryst with Christine Keeler, a young woman who has also 
been seeing a suspected Russian spy. Based on the real-life political scandal, the film stars John Hurt as 
Stephen Ward, the shady social fixer who becomes unwittingly entangled in the media fallout. It’s a great 
snapshot of 60s Britain, and features an outstanding ensemble cast. Newly remastered by the BFI from a 4K 
scan, Scandal will be released on Blu-ray and DVD on Mon 17 Feb 
THU 13 FEB 18:40 NFT1 
 
DVD Preview: Doctor Who: The Faceless Ones (animated) + Q&A with actor Anneke Wills 
UK 1967. Dir Gerry Mill. With the voices of Patrick Troughton, Anneke Wills, Frazer Hines, Michael Craze. 6x 
25min. Courtesy of BBC Studios 
The Doctor and his companions land on a runway at Gatwick airport and find themselves under threat from 
aliens who need to take on human identities in order to survive. Although the majority of this story was 
believed to have been lost, by combining a complete audio recording and a new animation, it’s possible to 
invite you to sit back and watch The Faceless Ones over 50 years since it was first broadcast. 
Tickets £15, concs £12 (Members pay £2 less) 
Doctor Who: The Faceless Ones will be released by BBC Studios on Blu-ray and DVD in early 2020 
SAT 29 FEB 12:00 NFT1 
 
VALENTINE’S DAY SCREENINGS 
Bring your loved one to the cinema and prepare to be swept away... 
 
Brief Encounter 
UK 1945. Dir David Lean. With Celia Johnson, Trevor Howard, Stanley Holloway. 86min. Digital. U 
A woman has a chance encounter with a man at a busy railway station, and despite both being married it’s 
clear that there’s a deep attraction. Her routine, middle-class life suddenly becomes exciting, but is she 
prepared to risk her ordinary but stable home life? Noël Coward and David Lean provide a deliciously improper 
way to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 

Also available on  

FRI 14 FEB 14:30 NFT1 
 
My Beautiful Laundrette 
UK 1985. Dir Stephen Frears. With Daniel Day-Lewis, Gordon Warnecke, Saeed Jaffrey. 97min. Digital. 15 
In Thatcher’s Britain, the opening of a new laundrette in London provides the backdrop for a story of capitalist 
dreams, racial tension and forbidden love between Omar, a young Pakistani man and Johnny, who’s part of a 
right-wing extremist group. Hanif Kureishi’s amusing and insightful script delivers a powerful swipe at 1980s 
Britain. 

 
FRI 14 FEB 18:10 NFT2 
 
Casablanca 
USA 1942. Dir Michael Curtiz. With Ingrid Bergman, Humphrey Bogart, Paul Henreid. 102min. Digital. U 
Bogart and Bergman play former lovers, re-acquainted at his club in Casablanca in 1942, a meeting place for 
military officers, the displaced and lowlifes. A couple of letters of transit that allow the bearer free passage 
around Nazi-occupied Europe fall into Rick’s possession, and with them come major challenges. With fizzing 
sexual chemistry between the two leads, Casablanca might just be the perfect Valentine’s film.  
FRI 14 FEB 18:15 NFT1 
 
 



Ready Steady Go! The Weekend Starts Here! Session 1 + discussion 
TRT 100min 
Ready Steady Go! was the essential pop show of the 1960s. It featured many of the top artists of the day and 
created a successful format for presenting modern music on TV. Sadly, as with much 1960s TV, much of the 
series hasn’t survived, but with a new documentary, a definitive book on the show and a few DVD releases, 
this is the perfect time to look back on one of the most exciting moments of British 60s TV. Join us for a 
screening of an episode as originally broadcast, followed by a panel discussion on the impact of the show and 
its legacy.  
Joint ticket available with session 2 £18, concs £15 (Members pay £2 less) 
SAT 15 FEB 13:00 NFT1 
 
Ready Steady Go! The Weekend Starts Here! Session 2 + discussion 
TRT 100min 
Ready Steady Go! had a Friday-night slot (in most regions), which meant that its war cry of ‘the weekend starts 
here’ had particular relevance, and it was unmissable viewing for pop fans. Some of those fans, and a few who 
appeared on the show, will join us for this special event to share their memories, accompanied by a bespoke 
collection of clips of surviving material. 
SAT 15 FEB 15:10 NFT1 
 
AFRICAN ODYSSEYS 
Inspirational films by and about the people of Africa, from archive classics to new cinema and docs 
 

My Friend Fela + Q&A with director Joel Zito Araújo (Skype), hosted by Kunle Olulode, film historian, cultural 
critic and broadcaster (more guests TBA) 
Brazil 2019. Dir Joel Zito Araújo. 94min. Digital  
Featured in the 2019 BFI London Film Festival, and winner of the Paul Robeson Award for Best Film at 
FESPACO, My Friend Fela narrates the life of Fela Kuti, an extraordinary man whose myth and music endure 
long after his death. Featuring the voices of key people in his life, this documentary is no hagiography but a 
nuanced look at a legendary, if controversial, artist who used his music to call power and corruption to 
account. 
Tickets £6.50 
SAT 8 FEB 14:00 NFT1 
 
WOMAN WITH A MOVIE CAMERA 
We celebrate women’s contribution to cinema and spotlight female stories 
 
Galentine’s Day Preview: A Guide to Second Date Sex + Q&A 
UK 2019. Dir Rachel Hirons. With Alexandra Roach, George MacKay, Michael Socha. 98min. Digital. Cert tbc. 
Courtesy of Munro Films 
Laura and Ryan have each been totally destroyed by previous long-term relationships but are ready to get back 
out there. After meeting on a messy night out and arranging a second date, both are hopeful of getting it right 
this time. Unfortunately, they have no idea what they are supposed to do or how to act. How bad can a second 
date really go? Laura and Ryan are about to find out. Adapted from her acclaimed Edinburgh Fringe play, 
Rachel Hirons’ (Power Room, The Vodka Diaries) directorial debut is a sweet story of two people just trying to 
make a connection, but it also brims with her distinct filthy and cringe-heavy humour. 
THU 13 FEB 20:30 NFT3 
 
BUG 
A perfect synergy of comedy, music videos and adventures on the internet 
 
BUG: Supergrass 
TRT 120min 
One of the best-loved bands to have emerged during the frenzy of Britpop, Supergrass are back with a new 
tour, a definitive boxset collection, and now a retrospective of their mightiest music videos. Adam Buxton and 
the BUG team will be celebrating their canon of visual masterpieces and delivering fun facts and nonsense, 
with the help of some special guests. Booking essential.  
Tickets £20, concs £16 (Members pay £2 less) 



Our BUG Supergrass special will also screen in March – keep an eye on bfi.org.uk or sign up to our newsletter 
for updates 
THU 27 FEB 20:45 NFT1 
 
EXPERIMENTA 
Artist film and alternative moving-image culture; works that break with convention 
 
Experimenta Mixtape #8 
TRT 90min 
Here are some more films that we can’t tell you about; no titles are announced in advance and programme 
notes only given out at the end. Expect artist films, TV, early cinema and more. The programme is highly varied 
but not randomly put together. Old and new collide. Contains flashing images and adult content. 
TUE 25 FEB 18:20 NFT3 
 
Experimenta Salon: Un chant d’amour + discussion 
France 1950. Dir Jean Genet. 26min (event TRT 70min). 16mm EST. 18 
Banned upon release for its sexually explicit nature, this queer, homoerotic underground classic from novelist 
and poet Jean Genet focuses on the charged relationship between two prisoners and their guard. Following 
this special 16mm screening, our panel, chaired by BFI National Archive curator Simon McCallum, will discuss 
the film’s production and release history, analyse key scenes, and reflect on its legacy and influence on 
filmmakers and artists from Derek Jarman to Andy Warhol. 
Tickets £6.50 
WED 19 FEB 20:00 BFI REUBEN LIBRARY 
 
 
TERROR VISION 
The darker side of cinema; films that will horrify and astound 
 
Dead & Buried 
USA 1981. Dir Gary Sherman. With Melody Anderson, Jack Albertson, James Farentino, Nancy Locke. 95min. 
Digital. 18  
When a quiet New England town is plagued by a string of brutal murders, the local sheriff is horrified to learn 
that the fresh corpses are coming back to life. Despite an appearance on the official ‘video nasties’ list, this 
atmospheric zombie shocker (co-written by Alien and Total Recall scribe Dan O’Bannon) is a much classier 
endeavour than its grubby reputation might have us believe. 
THU 27 FEB 20:30 NFT3 
 
PROJECTING THE ARCHIVE 
A rare chance to see rediscovered British features from the BFI National Archive. In honour of Dr Clifford Shaw 
 
Stolen Life + intro by Vic Pratt, BFI DVD 
UK 1939. Dir Paul Czinner. With Elisabeth Bergner, Michael Redgrave, Wilfrid Lawson, Mabel Terry-Lewis. 
90min. 35mm PG 
‘Two Bergners for the price of one!’ promised the press material for Stolen Life, a film offering the Austrian 
émigré the perfect subject for her return to the screen, playing identical twins who fall for the same man. One 
of the decade’s finest actors, Elisabeth Bergner embraced the dual role and gives a performance of 
understated naturalness and poignancy, ably supported by Redgrave in only his third screen role. Adapted 
from a Czech novel by acclaimed novelist Margaret Kennedy and sensitively directed by Bergner’s husband 
Paul Czinner, this British version is undeservedly less well-known than the 1946 Hollywood remake starring 
Bette Davis. 
TUE 11 FEB 18:00 NFT1 
 
SILENT CINEMA 
Enjoy the best international restorations, often with a live musical accompaniment 
 
The Big Parade + intro by author Michael Hammond 



USA 1925. Dir King Vidor. With John Gilbert, Renée Adorée, Karl Dane, Hobart Bosworth. 151min. Digital. U. 
With live piano accompaniment by Neil Brand 
One of the biggest Hollywood hits of the silent era, King Vidor’s The Big Parade wraps every WWI trope – the   
unlikely hero, the French girl, the comradeship, the horrors of battle – into a tidy narrative. But these were not 
yet clichés in 1925 and it’s easy to see why this powerful, funny, romantic anti-war film, scripted by Laurence 
Stallings and Harry Behn, became a model against which all WWI dramas would be measured. Michael 
Hammond’s book The Great War in Hollywood Memory, 1918-1939 is published by SUNY Press 
SUN 2 FEB 13:30 NFT1 
 
SENIORS 
Free matinees and talks for the over-60s 
 
Seniors’ Free Talk: Fellow Traveller + intro 
BBC 1990. Dir Phillip Saville. With Imogen Stubbs, Ron Silver, Hart Bochner. 97min. 35mm 
Director Elia Kazan was one of those who ‘named names’ during the hearings of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee (HUAC) in 1952. To tie in with our Kazan season, we screen this TV drama about the 
personal implications of the black list that was drawn up by the HUAC, and its detrimental effect on the 
careers of actors, writers and directors in the US and those exiled in the UK. Free for over-60s (booking by 
phone or in person only), otherwise normal matinee price  
MON 3 FEB 11:00 NFT1 
 
 
Seniors’ Free Matinee: Hell Drivers + intro 
UK 1957. Dir Cy Endfield (as C Raker Endfield). With Stanley Baker, Peggy Cummins, Herbert Lom. 108min. 
Digital. PG 
Directed by one of Hollywood’s black-listed directors working in exile in the UK, this nail-biting thriller about a 
corrupt haulage company is shot on the B-roads of Buckinghamshire and features a brilliant cast of British   
actors, including a young Sean Connery. 
MON 3 FEB 14:00 NFT1 
 
BFI FAMILIES  
Ideal screenings for ages 4-12, plus look out for the family badges throughout the Guide 
 
THE JUNGLE BOOK 
UK 1942. Dir Zoltan Korda. With Sabu, Jospeh Calleia, John Qualen. 108min. Digital. U 
Young Mowgli is raised by wolves and nurtured by the Indian jungle. When he’s eventually taken to live in a 
village he finds his wild ways are at odds with those of the community, and before long he’s involved in a plot 
to steal treasure. This adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s beloved classic, features real-life animals and plenty of 
adventure. 
SUN 9 FEB 12:50 NFT3 
 
KING KONG 
USA 1933. Dirs Merian C Cooper, Ernest B Schoedsack. With Fay Wray, Robert Armstrong, Bruce Cabot. 100min. 
35mm PG 
A filmmaker tricks his crew into a trip to the aptly named Skull Island where Kong, a huge ape, lives alongside 
dinosaurs. It’s not long before Kong takes a shine to leading lady Ann Darrow (Wray), but when he’s 
transported to New York City he causes even greater havoc. This classic monster movie is full of fun special 
effects and plenty of adventure.  
SUN 2 FEB 13:00 NFT2 


