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The Glitterball (dir. Harley Cokeliss, 1977) 
Lesson by Keegan Moran, Teach First  

 
English (Literacy),  
Key Stage 2  
 
In this lesson, students will be introduced to a sci-fi film and will consider the 
characterisation of its central character: The Glitterball. This will be an interesting 
activity as the character is an alien that appears as an object – a small ball – with 
its own personality. Students will hypothesise ideas about the glitterball through 
looking at stills, and then will start to describe it by watching an extract from the 
film. Finally, this will result in the production of a short non-chronological report 
about the alien for the police.  
 
Lesson Objectives 
 

• To be able to describe the character of the glitterball. 
• To write a non-chronological report based on the character of the glitterball. 

 
Curriculum Links 
 

• KS2 Literacy: Creating characters 
 

 
 

You will need… 
 
Trailer 
Still from The 
Glitterball, provided 
below. 
 
Main Attraction 
Access to the film 
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Activities 
 

TRAILER: Who, what, where, when, why?  
 
Students will be shown a still from The Glitterball (see below). Ask them to discuss 
the following questions in pairs: 
 

• What do you see in this picture? 
• Who are the people? 
• Where are they? 
• When did this happen? 
• Why is this scene happening? 

 
Emphasise the idea that there are no right or wrong answers at this point, we’re 
just interesting in thinking about what the answers to these questions could be.  
Record some of the students’ answers to these questions on a whiteboard so they 
are visible throughout the lesson. 
 
MAIN ATTRACTION: What is the glitterball like? 
 
Draw the students’ attention to the metal ball object the boys are trying to hit; 
what do they think that is? Explain that the ball is a very central character of the 
film called the glitterball, and they are going to see why. 
 
Explain that they’re going to watch a clip. While watching the clip, remind 
students to consider the question ‘how would you describe the glitterball? Show 
23:52 - 27.06 min. 
 
Get the class to talk in pairs about what words or adjectives they would use to 
describe the glitterball. Students should then share their ideas to the class.  These 
adjectives should be added to the whiteboard. 
 
END CREDITS: We need as much information about the glitterball as 
possible! 
 
Explain to the students that in this film, the boys end up being friends with the 
glitterball and help it find its way back home. However, there are policemen who 
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are trying to find it and want to capture it.  
 
We need to give the police information about the glitterball to show that it’s not 
dangerous. But also, we want the police to know what it looks like should they 
need to find the glitterball.  
 
In pairs, get students to discuss what information that they need to write down, 
and what words and ideas generated as a class could be used to do this. 
 
Allow more able students to get on independently, but model for those who need 
support the format of the report and example sentences that they could use. 
 
As a plenary, get pairs to act out a drama piece where one person shares their 
report with the policeman trying to find the glitterball. This could then be shown 
to the whole class. 
 

 

Extras 
 

Other Ideas 
• Is the film’s plot familiar to any of the students? It may well be as it’s thought 

to have inspired Steven Spielberg’s ET: The Extra Terrestrial (1982). Students 
familiar with ET could discuss the two films’ similarities and argue for or 

against definite influences or reproduction. 
 

Read 
Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets by Jeanne Willis (1988) 

I’m Telling You, They’re Aliens! By Jeremy Strong (2009) 
The Midwich Cuckoos by John Wyndham (1957) 

Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut (1969) 
The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury (1950) 

 
Watch 

The Thing from Another World (Christian Nyby, 1951) 
Close Encounter of the Third Kind (Steven Spielberg, 1977) 

Super 8 (J.J. Abrams, 2011) 
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THE GLITTERBALL (HARLEY COKELISS, 1977) 
 

 
 
 


