Consultation on the Patent Office strategy for supporting innovation  

UK Film Council response

The UK Film Council is the Government-backed strategic agency for film in the UK.  Its main aim is to stimulate a competitive, successful and vibrant UK film industry and culture, and to promote the widest possible enjoyment and understanding of cinema throughout the nations and regions of the UK. 

Question 1

Is the strategy supportive of and complementary to other innovation support activities being pursued by other organisations?

The UK Film Council is only qualified to comment on a few elements of the strategy. We are concerned with copyright rather than the patents, as it is copyright which serves as the basis for underpinning intellectual property rights in the film industry. 

Like the Patent Office, we believe that IP is a key driver of innovation in a globalised knowledge economy. In this sense, our strategy for innovation is built on the same foundations as the analysis laid out by the Patent Office in the strategy which is being consulted upon. 

We believe that the Patent Office is right to identify (at paragraph 11 of the paper Innovation: A Strategy for Support), that key issues are:

“A lack of awareness and appreciation of the value of IP;

The difficulties, especially the cost, of enforcing IPRs for individual

       companies, particularly Small and Medium Size Enterprises (SMEs);

The difficulties created by high and probably rising levels of IP crime.”

This is very much consistent with our own strategic analysis; indeed our present submission is complementary to the one that we made to the Gowers Review of Intellectual Property in which we emphasised the crucial role in the UK IP economy of individuals and SMEs and micro-businesses in generating valuable IP (see UK Film Council submission to Gowers Review at: http://www.ukfilmcouncil.org.uk/information/downloads/?subject=44).

We also stated in that submission that film theft and online copyright infringement are a serious threat to the development of the UK’s Creative Economy (for further detail on this see the UK Film Council report, Film Theft in the UK, available at:

http://www.ukfilmcouncil.org.uk/usr/downloads/Piracy)

The Patent Office strategy echoes the findings of the UK Government's Creative Industries Intellectual Property Forum. The UK Film Council was represented on this Forum and it endorses the findings of the Forum.

The organisation Film Education is currently preparing educational materials which are complementary to the initiatives which the Patent Office will pursue relating to raising awareness and understanding of IP in schools (B.3). We believe that the strategy in this sphere is supportive of and complementary to innovation support activities proposed by the Government's Creative Industries IP Forum.

Question 2

Which activities in the programme of activities appended to the strategy would you say should be the priorities for the Patent Office?

We believe that the Patent Office must continue to prioritise its battle against IP Crime. However, it is critical that other parts of Government play their part in ensuring that legislation is fit for purpose in pursuing this battle, and that effective enforcement action is taken. We believe that it is incumbent upon Government to ensure that all the recommendations of the Creative Industries IP Forum are implemented in order to ensure that the Patent Office may pursue IP crime as effectively as possible.

We also believe that those activities relating to raising awareness and understanding of IP in educational institutions (schools, universities etc) must be prioritised as part of this drive against IP Crime. 

Question 3

Do you consider any of the proposed activities inappropriate for the Patent Office?

We are not qualified to answer as a whole, but the activities covering IP as it relates to copyright, and in so far a they might affect film, appear appropriate to us.

Question 4

Are there any other activities you think the Patent Office should pursue?

We would like the Patent Office to play a leading role in educating other Government departments on the importance and value of IP, and building awareness around these critical issues. 

Question 5

Are there any activities in which you would like to partner the Office in delivering?

No. But we believe that we can facilitate useful links with organisations in the film sector which may be working on projects which have a synergy with the work of the office. We also consider that we have already built good communication links with the Office for the exchange of intelligence relating to the policies of the Office and the UK Film Council and we look forward to continuing this dialogue. 

Question 6

Do you have any other comments on the strategy?

No.

